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»Brazil opens World Cup 
defense with victory 
over Croatia 
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Eminent Everest chronicler 
confirms Abenojar made it 
lo top 2 days hefore Oracion 
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SC scolds Ombudsman: Act 
on Mega Pacific by June 30 


By Armand N. Nocum 


THE SUPREME COURT CASTIGATED THE OFFICE 
ofthe Ombudsman yesterday for “holler(ing) so 
brashly" about its constitutional independence, 
while conveniently "shirking t duty “to act 
promptly” on complaints filed before it 

The censure was contained in a four-page res- |; 
olution that reiterated the tribunal's order for the Ё, 
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Senate finds 
massive 
cheating in 
04 election 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


INITIAL FINDINGS OF THE SEN- 
ate defense committee's inquiry 
into the “Hello Garci” controversy 
indicate "massive cheating" oc- 
curred during the 2004 election 
and that this benefited President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, Sen. Rodolfo 
Biazon said yesterday. 

Biazon also said his commit- 
tee's initial findings showed that 
the Intelligence Service of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(Isafp) had wiretapped Garcil- 
lano's cell phone. It remained un- 
clear, however, why and who or- 
dered the wiretap. Biazon de- 
clined to answer these questions. 
* In an exclusive interview with 
the Inoumnen, Biazon said oral and 
written evidence submitted to the 
committee during its five hear- 
ings last year showed that at least 
662,000 votes were added in fa- 
vor of Ms Arroyo. 

"Was there massive cheating?" 
Biazon, committee chair, asked 
rhetorically. 

“Why, yes!” he exclaimed, 
pointing to the alleged padded 
votes. “There was cheating and 
definitely the beneficiary was the 
cheater” 

Biazon shared with the INoum- 
za the gist of what the interim re- 
port would have contained had 
he issued it before the Senate ad- 
journed on June 8. 
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Phivolcs 
lists quake , 
scenarios 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


A 7.2-MAGÑITUDE EARTHQUAKE 
hitting Metro Manila would kill 
51,500 people and injure 114,000. 

‘More than a third of the houses 
їп the metropolis would suffer 
slight or severe damage, while 
about a third of all high-rise 
structures and public buildings, 
including government offices, 
schools and hospitals, would be 
damaged 

Such is the worst of 18 strong- 
earthquake scenarios painted by 
the Philippine Institute of Vol- 
сап у and Seismology 
(Phivolcs) in a study to determine 
the impact of earthquakes in 
Metro Manila. 

Such a scenario could be caused 
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Mon Tulfo: I’m being 
tailed by CIDG on orders 
of a Palace hotshot 
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Indonesia frees radical 
Islamic cleric after 
only a year in jail 


A first: 93-min movie shot 
with mobile phone camera 


ROME—THE THEME IS 
familiar to many Indepen- 
dent movies—explicit chat 
about love and sex. But the 
tool used to shoot an Ital- 
lan feature-length docu- 
‘mentary ls newa stan- 
dard cell phone camera, 
Italian directors have 
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Accused didn't even 
know 'Nicole's name 
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ЖА, = TTH WITNESS FOR 
THE PROSECUTION: 
PDlartist's sketch 
shows Makati RTC 

Judge Benj 
Sy Pozon listening to the 
1 testimony of Special 


| 3-layer shield includes 4 body doubles 


{ By Tarra V. Quismundo 


A"WOMEN'S SHIELD” PROTECTS 
“Nicole” every time she walks into 
court in the glare of media cameras to 
pursue her charge of rape against four 

ı US Marines. 

2 The cordon organized by Task Force | 

i Subic Rape (TFSR), a multisectoral 


confederation of women's groups cam- 
paigning for justice for Nicole, has been 
her constant companion in her public 
appearances. 
"Theshield is meant to give her phys- 

al, psychological and emotional secu- 
rity,” said TFSR member Yuen Abana. 
“Because of that [security], she feels 
that she is surrounded not only by 


‘women who are protecting her physi- 
cally but also by the spirit of gender jus- 
tice," Abana said, 
Тһе three-layer shield is composed of 
14 women of Nicole's age (22), height 
and build, explained Lotlot Requizo, a 
TSR member who has been with 
Nicole since her first appearance at the. 
SLAYERS 


By Volt Contreras 
and Nikko Dizon 


MARINE LANCE CPL. DANIEL 
Smith was “authorized” by his 
superior officer to take the Fil- 
ipino woman now accusing 
him of rape out of a popular 
Subic bar. 


‘The testimony was given yesterday by 
Guy Papageorge, one of four agents of the 
US Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
(NCIS) earlier barred by the US Embassy 
from appearing at the Makati Regional 
Trial Court on grounds of diplomatic im- 
munity. 

Papageorge interviewed Smith about 
24 hours after the alleged rape on the 
night of Nov. 1, 2005, 

As it turned out, Smith did not even get 
the woman's name. 

While claiming he had "consensual 
sex" with the woman, Smith referred to 
her only as “an Asian female." 

Smith was authorized by his superior of- 
ficer and now coaccused, Staff Sgt. Chad 
Carpentier, to bring the "intoxicated" wom- 
an out of the Neptune Bar and into a hired. 
van where the alleged rape took place amid 
cheers from Carpentier and two other 
Marines, Papageorge told the court. 

In a complete turnaround, the US gov- 
ernment allowed the NCIS investigators 
to testify at the rape trial. 

"Consistent with our commitment to 
seeing that justice is served in a fair and 
impartial trial, the government of the 
United States has agreed to allow several 
US government employees to testify at the 
trial of four US Marines accused of rape,” 
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Police rule out terrorists, Reds in Metro blasts 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


POLICE YESTERDAY BLAMED 
the series of explosions in Metro 
Manila on destabilization forces, 
saying the aim was to "discredit 
and embarrass” not only the 
Philippine National Police but ul- 
timately the administration of 


President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

But no evidence was offered to 
back the claim, and investigators 
have yet to identify the people be- 
hind the “Taong Bayan at Kawal,” 
the little-known group that 
claimed responsibility for the at- 
tacks that injured no one, 

“Certainly, these are acts that 


tend to discredit not only the po- 
lice but also the administration," 
said PNP Director Marcelo Ele Jr., 
chief of the Directorate for Inves- 
tigation and Detective Manage- 
ment and head of the inquiry into 
the blasts. 

Ele said that traces of the high- 
explosive TNT had been found in 


the bombing sites in Quezon City 
and Camp Bagong Diwa, and that 
it was likely only one group had 
carried out the two attacks. 

But he ruled out the involve- 
mentof"established terror groups" 
Jemaah Islamiyah and the Abu 
Sayyaf, as well as the Communist 
Party of the Philippines. 


le said the bombs used had 
ordinary time fuses and were not 
triggered by remote control, mo- 
bile phones or pagers. 

Police had said in the past that 
only a few groups could carry out 
bomb attacks using TNT and C-4, 
powerful explosives found in the 
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HE'S MY BROTHER’ 
Teeners learn to hug, love 
street kids even if they smell 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


DAGUPAN CITY—THE NIGHT 
Gale Serafica, 15, and Shirley 
Carrera, 17, first approached 
some street children in this city, 
they were so nervous and embar- 
rassed. 

"We did not know how they 
would react to us, if they would 
welcome our friendship or not. 
We were afraid some of our 
classmates would see us and 
wonder why we were mingling 
with dirty and smelly children,” 
they recalled of their first “as- 
signment" to “socialize” with 


street children, 

As it turned ош, the children 
were friendly and welcomed the 
attention. 

“They are easy to get along 
with. In five to 10 minutes, we be- 
came friends and we started play- 
ing," Serafica said, 

Serafica and Carrera belong to 
a group of youth volunteers 
called Aguik Ya (My Sibling), a 
street-based education project of 
the Liwawa ed Asinan Founda- 
tion (LEAF) Inc. which was start- 
ed in July last year. 

‘Their identification cards bear 
the phrase, "He ain't heavy, he's 
my brother," and a photograph of 


ы: 


a butterfly, which, they said, sym- 
bolizes hope. 

‘The youngest volunteer is а 12- 
year-old girl. 

Lina Tan, LEAF executive di- 
rector, said Aguik Ya aims to re- 
duce the number of street chil- 
dren in the city by taking care of 
their basic needs and giving them 
education, love and attention, 

Dealing with the children was 
an eye-opener for LEAF volun- 
teers, most of them high school 
and college students. 

*1 thought those kinds of lives 
are only seen in the movies or 
soap operas. Their stories are re- 
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NEVER TOO LATE TO LEARN THE 3Rs: The elderly of the Dumagat tribe together with their children in 
the mountains of Sta. Inez, Sampaloc, Quezon, dialogue with a school principal on their urgent concern of 
learning to write, read and count, She promised to send them a teacher. DWN ACA 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST Northern and Central Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao wil 
бөгеле пиву Cloudy shes with catered rainshowers and 
Thunderstorms, The rest of Luzon wil b party сообу to at mes. 
cloudy wih sae ranstowersothndestorms mostly in tha al- 
temoon or evemng 
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Erap admits having 
P56M in undeclared 
bank accounts 


‘By Nelson F Flores 


"DEPOSE PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA YESTER- 
Дау admitted holding several undeclared bank ac- 
ounts containing more than P56 million in de- 
posits, but insisted these were campaign funds 
which he was just holding in trust. 


Estrada, rebutting perjury over possible perjury charges for 
charges for not declaring the de- not truthfully declaring his as- 
posits in his statement of assets, sets. 
liabilities and net worth, ех “He is admitting that there 


Villa-Ignacio expressed confi- 
dence that he did good in making 
Estrada admit his undeclared as- 
sets. 

But Flaminiano noted that the 
prosecution failed to prove any- 
thing during the entire proceed- 
ing except to show that the for- 
mer President was sincere and 
had no criminal intentior. 

Estrada later told reporters 
that the perjury charge, which he. 
claimed was fabricated, was res- 
urrected by prosecutors from his 


GMA reports P79.2-M net worth 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO HAS NEAR- 
ly doubled her personal fortune since her term as 
Vice President, with her net worth reaching al- 
most P80 million last year. 

According to an ABS-CBN television report 
yesterday, citing documents obtained from the 
Office of the Ombudsman, the President reported. 
anet worth of P79.2 million in 2005. 

Although this was 2.4 percent lower than the 
81.142 million she reported in 2004, Ms Ar- 
royo's rise in fortunes has been significant since 
she became President. 

According to figures obtained by INQUIRER Re- 
search, the President's net worth went up by 18.7 
percent, from P69.7 million in 2001, when she 
was propelled to the presidency during the sec- 
‘ond Edsa People Power Revolution. It was 90 per- 
cent higher than her P41.5 million net worth in 
1999 when she was Vice President to deposed 
President Joseph Estrada. 

Ms Arroyo has opted to remain liquid during 
her time in Malacafiang with the bulk of her as- 
sets, or P55.4 million, held in cash and bank de- 
posits in 2005. This is 9.4 percent lower than her 
cash and bank deposits in 2004 (P61.170 mil- 


that she had in 2001. 

The President and her husband, Jose Miguel 
Arroyo, reported holding total real estate as- 
sets worth P6 million—a house and ‘lot in 
Baguio City purchased in 1977; a commercial 
lot in Antipolo City purchased in 1986; a com- 
mercial lot purchased in Tayabas, Quezon, in 
1995; an agricultural lot in San Rafael, Bula- 
can, purchased in 1995 and another agricul- 
tural lot in Nasugbu, Batangas. The latest ac- 
quisition, a P2-million lot in Coron, Palawan, 
was acquired last year. 

The President also reported in her statement of 
assets and liabilities having P6.8 million worth of 
cars (unchanged since 2001); P3.4 million in 
jewelry (from P1.2 million in 2001); P1.4 milli 
as inheritance, and nearly P6 million in furniture, 
office equipment and books (from P2 million in 
2001). 

Noticeably absent from the First Couple's SAL, 
Just as in previous years, are the Lourdes Tuazon 
Arroyo building on Perea St. in Makati; the Presi- 
dents family mansion in Forbes Park; the family 
residence in La Vista, Quezon City, and the First 
Gentleman's farm properties in Negros Occiden- 


plained that he did not declare are many business concerns he 

the deposits in his 1998 SALNbe- has not included in the state- 
cause the money belonged to the ment of assets and liabilities 
Partido ng Masang Pilipino, the and net worth in 1998. That's 
political party that catapulted perjury,” said State Prosecutor said. 
him to power. Dennis. 

"Those are political contribu- But Villa-lgnacio doubted 
tions. Its not my money," Estrada Estrada's claim the money was 
said, adding that the accounts part of campaign contributions, 
with the banks where all under saying the Commission on Elec- 
hisnameintrustforthe PMP | tions was never informed and 

During cross-examination at there were no documents to back 
the Sandiganbayan Special Divi up. 
sion, the 69-year-old Estrada said — Villalgnacio also confronted 
P44 million was deposited in Kep- the former President with a list of 
pei Bank and P12.9 million in бе- nine corporations that were also 
curity Bank not declared in his SALN. 

He would not say where the — Villagnacio alleged аг 
money came from, insisting “the Estrada lied in his 1998 SALN 
donors wanted to remain anony- „when he declared that his net 
mous. We did not give out re- worth was only P37 million and 
ceipts for them. They don’t want that he had business interests in 
tobe known.” only three corporations. 

Estrada's lawyer Jose Flamini- — Estrada replied that he did not 
ano said there was “no impropri- declare them in his SALN because 
ery” in him holding the money in these corporations were no 
trust, adding that other members longer in operation as early as 
„pf the party knew about the ar- when he was still mayor of San 
Sangement. Juan. 

E Estrada said the party treasur- Republic Act No. 6713 (the 
Ser, lawyer Manuel Zamora, and Code of Conduct and Ethical 
other PMP officials were aware of Standards for Public Officials and 
{the money's existence. Employees) requires all govern- 
i. Special Prosecutor Dennis Vil. ment officials and employees to 
lalgnacio questioned Estrada file their SALN annually. 
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impeachment trial in 2000, "They 
wanted to demonize me. ... T 
would say that their perjury 
charge is very weak,” Estrada 


As in the past, Ilocos Sur Gov. 
Luis “Chavit” Singson attended 
yesterday's hearing despite the 
bid of the defense panel to have 
Singson barred from hearing the 
testimony of Estrada. 

Meanwhile, Estrada said the 
recent bombings in and around 
Metro Manila showed the grow- 
ing disillusionment of the people 
with the Arroyo government. 

“Surveys show that about 70 
percent are after the removal of 
President 
Many are now against her, not 
only civilians but even within the 
military. So we don’t know" 
Estrada said. 

Estrada said people “want to 
know the truth (but) they barred 
the truth from coming out in 
Congress last year. We hope that 
they will let the truth be known to 17, 
stop these things (bombings) 
from happening.” 

A group calling itself Taong 
Bayan at Kawal (Masses and Sol- 
diers or TABAK) has claimed re- 
sponsibility for four recent Metro 
Manila explosions. With AP AFP. 
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lion) and slightly higher than the P54.3 million tal. 


Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


Macapagal-Arroyo. 


JUNE 30, 2006 


SIX PARTY-LIST CONGRESSMEN 
and 40 othérs have scored an ini- 
tial victory in their efforts to have 
the rebellion charges against 
them quashed after the Supreme 
Court issued a "status quo order," 
effectively stopping the Depart- 
ment of Justice from further pur- 
suing the case. 

In a three-page order dated 
June 5, the high courts First Divi- 
sion also ordered Senior State 
Prosecutor Emmanuel Velasco, 
head of the five-man panel han- 
dling the preliminary investiga- 
tion of the rebellion case, to com- 
телі within 10 days on the peti- 
tion filed by the accused on April 


‘The court enjoined the DOJ 
from proceeding with the prelim- 
inary investigation of the rebel- 
lion charges against the six solons 
and 40 others and ordered that 
the status quo be maintained ef- 
fective immediately until further 
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with the government. 


Benefits to Purticipants: ‘The seminar participant 


knowledge to effectively forge a business contract with the government. 


is an "everything-you-need-to-know" about the intricacies of crafting contracts if 
you wish to do (or are doing) business with the government, The lecture will discuss must-haves and 
caveats im government contracts as well as what to do when you are stuck in а bad deal. It will also include 
actual lessons from the field from experienced practitioners who have forged and implemented successful deals 


II learn the most important aspects when drafting 
{govemment contracts thal will guide them to avoid pitfalls and costly mistakes when doing business with the 
government. Understanding best practices through actual case studies will equip the participant with a working 


Principal Lecturer: Atty. Jose A. Bernas- Has extensive experience in 
dealing with government contracts given his involvements in various 
ndustries ranging from real estate and IT to construction and finance 
Successfully obtained the annulment of the PIATCO contract in the Supreme 
Court, Managing Partner, Bernas Law Office. Professorial lecturer in 
government contracts, Ateneo Law School, 


Guest resource speakers who will share their lessons from the field: 


1. Riulino Gerardo B. Favila, Jr 
2. Edilberto C. Palisoc 
3 Auty. Patrick. 


President, Ayala Systems Technology, Inc 
EVP & GM, D.M. Consunji, nc 
Advincula = Partner, Zambrano & Gruba Law Offices 


Who Should Attend: 

> Businessmen 

> Contractors. 

> Government executives 

> Lawyers, Negotiators 

> Those doing business 
with the government 

> Anyone who has a 
problem with а 
government contract 
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Lawsuit 
А Alternatives 


Возле 


orders from the court. 


n their April 17 petition, Rep- 
Crispin 

Satur 
(Bayan Muna), Rafael Mariano 
Teodoro Сазійо 
Muna), Liza 
(Gabriella) and Joel Virador 
(Bayan Muna); Nathaniel Santia- 
go, secretary general of Bayan; 
Vicente Ladlad, former secretary 
ofthe CPP's Southern Tagalog Re- 

Party Committee and Тһе 
presently the executive director 
of the party-list group Bayan Mu- 
na, and militant leaders Randall 
Echanis and Rey Claro Cambre 
asked the court to issue a tempo- 
rary restraining order (TRO) en- 
joining the DOJ from proceeding 
with the preliminary investiga- 
tion of the rebellion cases filed 


resentatives 
(Anakpawis), 


(Anakpawis), 
(Bayan 


gional 


against them. 


They also asked the court toset 
aside the DOJ order issued on 
March 22 denying their motion 
seeking to inhibit DOJ officials 
from conducting a preliminary 


SC halts rebellion probe 


By Armand N. Nocum 


investigation citing its “lack of 
impartiality.” 

However, since the preliminary 
investigation had been wrapped up 
by the DOJ and rebellion charges 
have been filed before the Makati 
Regional Trial Court against the ac- 
cused, SC spokesperson Ismael 
Khan said the lower court should 
so stop its proceedings “in compl 
ance with the spirit of the status quo 
order” 


Beltran 
Ocampo 


Maza 


party-list congressmen 
sought the dismissal of the 
charges against them, saying the 
evidence presented by the Phili 
pine National Police-Criminal In- 
vestigation Division Group was 
“hearsay, spurious, unauthenti- 
cated and inadmissible." 

The accused said the evidence 
presented by the PNP was com- 
posed of recycled printed propa- 
ganda materials, news releases, 
documents of legal mass organi- 
zations and copies of downloaded 
articles retrieved from the anti-in- 
surgency section of the military. 


Investors laud mine reopening, 
but environmentalists unhappy 


FOREIGN INVESTORS, LOCAL BUSINESS 
circles and even some labor groups yesterday 
welcomed the government's decision to allow 
the Australian company Lafayette Mining Inc. 
to resume operations initially for a 30-day test. 
run, but environmentalists and some mem- 
bers of the clergy condemned the move. 

Malacafiang said the reopening of 
Lafayerte's Rapu-Rapu mine in Albay after a 
closure of seven months due to illegal dis- 
charge of toxic mine wastes had lifted a cloud 
of uncertainty that hung over the country's 
mining industry and threatened the invest- 
ment climate, 

"Trade and Industry Secretary Peter Favila 
told reporters that foreign investors with 
whom the President and her economic man- 
agers met at the Palace yesterday were unani- 
mous in their appreciation of Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources’ decision 
to give Lafayette 30 days to do a test run. 

“They are relieved that finally, reason has 
prevailed, and they say 105 fair to give the 
mining company a chance to prove them- 
selves within a period of one month, that they 
can really go about doing responsible mining 
as is prescribed in the mining act," Favila 
said. 

‘The reopening of the Rapu-Rapu facility 
ends months of speculation on the govern- 


ments policy on mining after the Church 
stepped up its anti-mining lobby by calling for 
а ban on mining on Rapu-Rapu Island and a 
repeal of the Mining Act. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said the 
DENR should “closely scrutinize the test run by 
Lafayette to enable the government to come 
up with a more definitive decision on this issue 
under the standards of full transparency and 
accountability to all stakeholders.” 

He said the DENR decision did not contra- 
dict the recommendations made by the Rapu- 
Кари fact-finding body led by Sorsogon Bish- 
op Arturo Bastes. "The DENR test period will 
allow the government to determine whether 
Lafayette has complied with the remedial 
measures required by the committee.” 

Nonetheless, Bastes said he was disap- 
pointed by the decision and described DENR 
as Lafayette's “partner in crime.” 

“Үт really disappointed and worried with 
what happened,” he said in a statement re- 
leased by the Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines. 

He said the decision "brushed off” the com- 
mittee's recommendation and what he 
claimed was the "cry of the people” that 
Lafayette's operations be shut down perma- 
nenly Gil C. Cabacungan, Norman Bor- 
dadora, Christian V. Esguerra 


Fr. Casal, ex-museum director; 67 


FATHER GABRIEL CASAL, A FORMER DIREC- 
tor of the National Museum, died yesterday of. 
ап apparent heart attack, the Arzobispado de 
Manila announced. He was 67. 

"The body of the Roman Catholic priest, who 
was director of the Manila Archdiocesan Muse- 
um and Archives at the time of his death, was 
found at around noon, said Corazon Yamsuan, 
media affairs director of the Arzobispado. 

"Не was supposed to say Mass at the Arzo- 
bispado chapel at 11:30 but he did not show 
up," Yamsuan said. When the Arzobispado 
staff checked his quarters at the fathers resi- 
dence, he was found sprawled in the bath- 
room, lifeless. 

Yamsuan said Casal had a heart bypass 
years back. 

‘A former Benedictine monk who received 
his doctorate in Anthropology from the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines with a dissertation 
onthe T'boli tribe of Mindanao, Casal became 
director of the Ayala Museum and later, for 14 
years, of the National Museum, 


In 1983, Casal left the Benedictine order 
and was incardinated to the Archdiocese of 
Manila under then Cardinal Jaime Sin. 

Upon his retirement from the National Muse. 
um, he worked full ime in the Archdiocese of 
Manila as chair of its commission on cultural 
heritage and director of archives and museum. 

Upon succeeding Cardinal Sin as Manila 
archbishop, Cardinal Gaudencio Rosales ге- 
tained Casal. Rosales himself moved the arch- 
diocesan office back to the Arzobispado in In- 
tramuros so that the Arzobispado - and its mu- 
scum and archives - were refurbished. 

Early this year Rosales released "Living 
Canopy" an interactive CD produced by Casal and 
the museum. The CD contains the history and de- 
velopment of the ancient archdiocese, with im- 
ages and annotations of paintings, busts, markers, 
capes, carvings and other artifacts in the museum 
collection, The museum also held an exhibit in 
connection with the release of the CD. 

Casal's remains lie at the Arzobispado. Inter- 
ment willbeannouncedlater. Lito B. Zulueta 
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Phivolcs warns Bulusan 
eruption is imminent 


П 

{By Blanche S. Rivera 

|MT. BULUSAN EXPLODED STEAM 
land ash into the sky, accompanied by 
‘small volcanic quakes, late Tuesday 
that could signal a “looming haz- 
jardous" eruption soon. 

| “Last nights explosion and rela- 
{tively voluminous ash emission indi- 
{cated that Bulusan volcano is under- 
going a period of elevated unrest, dis- 
tinct from the early explosions from 
March to May,” said the Philippine In- 
stitute of Volcanology and Seismolo- 
igy in a bulletin yesterday. 

More ash explosions are expect- 
ed in the near future considering 
the heightened level of activity, 
said Phivoles, warning residents in 
nearby areas to take precautions 
against increased ash fall. 

Tuesdays explosion blanketed 
several villages in Sorsogon with 
thick ash, clouding visibility and 
keeping jittery people indoors for 
hours, officials said. 


Spewing since June 

The ash was blown by the wind 
northwest toward the farming 
towns of Casiguran and Juban, 
where officials canceled classes in 
at least nine primary and sec- 
ondary schools to safeguard more. 
than 2,600 students. 
` Bulusan has been spewing ash into 
the air since early June raising fears 
‘of a possible eruption. 

“The nature of these micro- 
earthquakes ... may be associated 
‘with magmatic movement" inside 


the 1,565-meter volcano, 
Phivoles. 

Phivolcs chief Renato Solidum not- 
ed that the intervals of the eruptions 
were getting shorter, which could be 
an indication of an eruption happen- 
ing soon. 

He said magma (hot liquid rock) 
was certainly rising from the vol- 
cano's chamber although there was 
no evidence that it was very near the 
surface already. 

The area around Bulusan re- 
mained on alert level 2, with local 
governments preparing for an 
evacuation in case of a hazardous 
eruption. 


said 


10,000 evacuees 

Six barangays—Barangays Inla- 
gadian in Casiguran, Puting Sapa 
and Afiog in Juban, Cogon and Ma- 
paso in Irosin and San Roque in Bu- 
lusan—are within the 5-km danger 
zone. 

Civil defense officials said that 
more than 10,000 people could be 
evacuated if the volcano erupts at full 
force. 

Phivolcs said residents must 
stay at least 4 km away from the 
crater and warned people living in 
areas near river or stream chan- 
nels that volcanic deposits on the 
slopes of the mountain could turn 
into deadly volcanic mudflows. 

Bulusan has erupted 15 times, 
most recently in November 1994. 

Solidum discounted an erup- 
tion worse than that of Mt. 
Pinatubo in 1991, which killed 


more than 500 people. 

“It definitely will not be like Mt. 
Pinatubo because they have different 
kinds of rocks,” Solidum said. 

The composition of magma 
(molten rock materials) would indi- 
cate the strength of a blast. 

“There are few volcanos in the 
country like Mt. Pinatubo” which has 
basite rocks, he said. Bulusan has 
mostly non-basite rocks. 

‘The two volcanoes also differ in the 
extent of the threatened areas. 

Solidum said pre-1991 pyroclas- 
tic deposits on Pinatubo extended 
as far as 15 to 20 km. In the case of 
Bulusan, the deposits from previous 
explosions were confined within 5 
to6km. 


Mayon, too 

He said there would also be fewer 
people in harm's way in Bulusan as 
there are hardly any residents within 
а 4km radius. But some 45,000 to 
50,000 families live 5 to 10 km from 
the volcano. 

Meanwhile another volcano in the 
region, Mayon, has been showing 
signs of unrest. 

‘Although no seismic activity has 
been recorded, ash fall has been ex- 
perienced in areas near Mt. Mayon, 
said Ed Laguerta, Phivoles Legazpi 
resident voleanologist. With AP and 
reports from Bobby Labalan, 
Ephraim Aguilar, Job Belen, Nifio 
Jesus Orbeta and Bobby Labalan, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau, and 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk 


New Comelec commissioner named 


‘PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
‘yesterday named a retired Sandigan- 
Зауал justice as the newest commis- 
sioner of the Commission on Elec- 
‘tions. 

The appointment on June 9 of 
Nicodemo T. Ferrer leaves one va- 
cancy in the seven-member com- 
mission. 

Prior to Ferrers appointment, the 


Comelec had two vacant seats after 
Mehol Sadain retired and Manuel 
Barcelona was not reappointed by the 
President. 

‘The 73-year-old Ferrer, a law grad 
uate of the University of the Philip- 
pines, served as а justice of the Sandi 
ganbayan antigraft court from 2000 
until his compulsory retirement in 
August 2002. 


A native of San Carlos City, he was 
a regional trial court judge in Baguio- 
Benguet and Lingayen, Pangasinan, 
from 1983 to 2000. 

Until his appointment to the Com- 
elec, Ferrer was back at his private 
law practice and was a dean and law 
professor at the Virgen Milagrosa 
University Foundation. Christine O. 
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Kanlaon also emits ash 


BACOLOD CITY—MT. KANLAON, A VOL- 
cano in central Negros island, spewed ash 
that rose as high as 1.5 kms for about two 
hours yesterday morning but no volcanic 
earthquakes were recorded. 

Ben Tanatan, Philippine Institute of Vol- 
canology and Seismology science research 
analyst, said the ash fell on the slopes of the 
volcano and "did not cause any harm." 

TTanatan said that at 9:25 am, бокі covered 
the summit of the volcano, making monitoring of 
the ash emission for the res of the day impossible. 

He said the ash emission was caused by wa- 
ter falling into the hot rocks at the volcano's 
crater. But since it was not accompanied by a 
volcanic quake, there was no need to raise 
Kanlaon's alert levels, he said. 

In Pampanga, meanwhile, business leaders 
are holding today a tribute to national and lo- 
cal officials who led the province out of the 
disaster of the Mt. Pinatubo eruption in 1991 


President Macapagal-Arroyo, former Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos, Speaker Jose de Venecia, 
Sen. Manuel Lapid, the late governor Bren 
Guiao and the late Dr. Raymundo Punong- 
bayan are among those who will be honored 
by businessmen led by Levy Laus. 

“We want to remember that unprecedented 
catastrophe and celebrate at the same time the tri- 
mph of the Kapampangan spirit in the midst of 
such life challenging adversity” said Laus, who 
headed the Save San Fernando Movement. 

Rodriguez, the mayor of San Fernando, the capi- 
tal, said honor should also go to ordinary Карап 
pengans who overcame the disaster the worst to hit 
the province after World War I, through “courage, 
hard work and deep faith in God and neighbors.” 

The tribute will be held at site of the dwRW 
radio station which served as the command 
and coordination center during the disastet. 

Carla P Gomez PDI Visayas Bureau, and 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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Accused didn’t even know ‘Nicole’s’ name 


From page Al 
the US Embassy said in а state- 
ment issued yesterday. 

According to the statement, the 
ÜS government has waived the 
diplomatic immunity of two NCIS 
Officials posted at the US Embassy 
їп Manila "for the limited purpose 
Gf testifying at this trial.” 
5 The two other NCIS employees 
Who participated in the investiga- 
боп will be asked to come back to 
the Philippines, the embassy said. 
& It added: “This decision was 
lade following discussions with 
the Philippine Department of For- 
eign Affairs and upon completion 
Gf the appropriate steps for re- 
questing court testimony from 

rsons covered by the Vienna 
Ботлап" 


Tth witness 
Š As the seventh witness for the 
Biosecution, Special Agent Papa- 
george said Smith and Carpentier 
"admitted" to these acts when he 
interviewed the two Marines on 
their docked ship, the USS Essex, 
Between 2 a.m. and 5 a.m. of Nov. 
2,2005. 
2 Papageorge was mainly called 
Ф testify on the fourvolume 
fact-finding report he had pre- 
Bared on the case, compiling his 
and other interviews conducted 
by fellow NCIS agents with the 
guspects and several witnesses. 
` The report did not contain an 
interview with the complainant, 
Known as “Nicole.” 
7 On direct examination, Papa 
george mainly confirmed pas- 
Sages read out and marked by 
Tead public prosecutor Emily Fe 
de los Santos. 

ne of the passages stated that 
Smith had "admitted that the 
complainant was in the Starex 
van with the accused and that he 


had consensual sex with an Asian 
female inside the van while his 
buddies cheered on." 

When asked by De los Santos 
what his basis was for putting 
that account in the report, Papa- 
george said: “ interviewed Smith 
and he said he had sexual inter- 
course with an Asian female. He 
did not know her name." 


Benjamin Pozon's attention to the 
following scribblin 

* "She liked me" and “Talked 
and danced for 30 to 40 minutes 
before we had to leave.” 

ө “We sat at the back of the 
van. One thing led to another and 
we had sex.” 


© “She was a willing partner.” 


Van driver's statement 

Francisco Rodrigo, lawyer for 
Carpentier, made Papageorge 
confirm passages from the report. 
that were based on an NCIS inter- 
view with Timoteo Soriano, the 
van's Filipino driver who was ini- 
tially considered by state prose- 
cutors as an accomplice. 

Rodrigo said, reading from the re- 
port: “They were dirty dancing and 
grinding. She was rubbing her 
crotch area on his legs (and later) 
rubbed her buttocks on his crotch 
area.” 

“(This) appeared to Soriano as 
though they were simulating 
sex,” he added. 

‘The passages apparently re- 
counted scenes at the Neptune Bar. 

Another passage that the de- 
fense lawyer tried to highlight 
said Soriano, while driving the 
уап, also “heard the female (pas- 
senger) say Tm done.” 

De los Santos tried to cut short 
Rodrigo's tack with Papageorge, 
arguing that "character evidence" 
pertaining to the complainant 
was “immaterial.” 

Rodrigo countered by citing 
the Rules of Court that presenting 
such evidence could “prove the 
probability or improbability of 
the charge.” 

Judge Pozon upheld Rodrigo 
and let him continue, saying the 
defense lawyer was “not after 
character but what she (the com- 
plainant) allegedly did in that in- 


5 beers 

Carpentier, meanwhile, “ad- 
mitted he authorized Smith” to 
bring Nicole out of the Neptune, a 
nightspot where the woman and 
the four accused were first seen 
together, and take her into a hired 
van, said the report as attested to 
by Papageorge. 

Smith had “five beers” that night 
when he met the ‘Asian female, 
name unknown, who seemed to be 
intoxicated," it added. 

Nicole, again present at the 
hearing at the Makati RTC 
Branch 139, was seen covering 
her face and wiping her eyes with 
a hand during much of Papa- 
george's testimony. 

NCIS resident agent Ronald 
Beltz, Papageorge's superior who 
had begun testifying at the June 5 
hearing before the embassy held 
him and his three colleagues 
back, also showed up yesterday 
at the court. 

On cross-examination, Papa- 
george admitted before Smith's 
defense counsel Benjamin For- 
moso that the corporal was never 
made to sign any of the state- 
ments attributed to him in the fin- 
ished report. 

This time referring to the 
handwritten "notes" taken by Pa- 
pageorge during the Essex inter- 
views, which the agent also pre- 
sented in court as attachments to 
the report, Formoso drew Judge 


stant. The court will allow this." 


Compliance 

Papageorge took the stand fol- 
lowing the decision of the US Em- 
bassy to comply with the May 30 
subpoena issued by the court to 
him, Beltz, Tony Ramos and Brian 
Curly. 

During the June 7 hearing, Po- 
zon directed the US Embassy and 
US military officials to justify their 
“failure to produce” the four NCIS 
agents despite the court subpoena. 

Pozon likewise “reiterated” the 
notice to the four agents to attend 
the hearing scheduled on June 8 
and fulfil their obligation to testify. 

In its statement yesterday, the 
US Embassy said the NCIS had 
provided the Office of the City 
Prosecutor in Olongapo and the 
defense lawyers “the entirety of 
its preliminary written reports 
beginning in November 2005.” 

“Тһе US government has worked 
with Philippine authorities under 
the precepts of the Visiting Forces 
Agreement throughout the investi 
gation of this alleged incident, and 
will continue to do so through the 
‘completion of the judicial proceed- 
ings,” the embassy said. 

"The US remains committed to 
seeing that justice is served, and 
looks forward to a fair and impar- 
tial process that can provide for a 
Just outcome,” it added. 

Trial objective 

DFA spokesperson Gilberto 
Asuque echoed the US Embassy's 
statement that its decision would 
"hopefully lead to the resolution 
of the case, so that justice is 
served early.” 

"That's the objective of this tri- 
al, that justice will be served,” 
Asuque said. 

“The enforcement as well as 


THEIR DAY IN COURT: US Marine Lance Cpl. Keith Silkwood 

(foreground) and, behind, US Marine Staff Sgt. Chad Carpentier with 
the four probers of the US Naval Criminal Investigative Service leave 
the Makati RTC Branch 139 оп Wednesday. 


the waiver of diplomatic immuni- 
ty is the prerogative of the send- 
ing state," he said, adding: 

"The DFA, as representative of the 
receiving state, would give due 
recognition to the request of the em- 
bassy to grant immunity to any of its 
officals and staf provided they fall 
under the Vienna Convention.” 

Asuque said that based on the 
DFA Protocol Office, only Belz had 
full diplomatic immunity and anoth- 


er agent had functional immunity 

He said the two other NCIS 
agents were not on the US govem- 
ments diplomatic list which, he 
said, was regularly updated by the 
sending state, in this case the Unit- 
ed States. 

‘Asked who was the NCIS agent 
with functional — immunity 
Asuque replied: “Whoever will 
testify today (yesterday)." 

That agent was Papageorge. 


3-layer shield includes 4 body doubles 


From page Al 

Makati Regional Trial Court on 
June 2 

i The 14 were selected from 
‘among TFSR member-students. 
"We asked her if she had the 
strength to come out, and she 
sought help,” Requizo said, 
adding: 

$ “We planned it [and] talked 
bout what we should do two 
days before her first appearance 
ih court. She requested that she 
jot be identified. That's when we 


decided that we had to make a 
cordon to surround her.” 


“First ofall, we have to respect her 
right to privacy and to protect that 
right," Lopez said. “She has been vio- 
ated and traumatized ... To subject 
her to further suffering by way of 
losing her privacy could give her 
long-term psychological trauma, es- 
pecially in a society where we have 
not learned to see a victim as a vic- 
tim, and which has the tendency to 
judge her by her character and phys- 
ical appearance." 

lopez described Nicole as 
"gathering strength because of 


Hiding from the press 

According to Nicole's support 
group, shielding her from public 
view is necessary because identi- 
fication will inflict on her unnec- 
essary stress and trauma. 

“There is nobody else she is 
hiding from but the press,” said 
Nicole's psychiatrist, Dr. June Pa- 
gaduan-Lopez of the Philippine 
General Hospital. 


the presence of her supporters,” 
and “learning to be strong.” 

“We are hoping that in time, 
she will be able to face the press,” 
Lopez added, “But now, we liave 
to realize the stigma placed on a 
victim. „And- she's very young. 
What about her future?" 


Body doubles 

The first layer of the women's 
shield—the closest to Nicole—is 
made up of four lookalikes, who 
serve as decoys whenever she has 


to brave the aggressive media. 

Requizo said Nicole's body 
doubles were chosen for their re- 
semblance to the complainant, 
including-their frame, complex- 
Jon: and the length and color of 
their һай». 

То confuse those who wish to 
single out Nicole from the shield, 
the decoys wear scarves, jackets 
and sun glasses—every detail 
planned painstakingly for each 
‘one to look the part. 

“She feels emotionally reas- 


sured because of the support be- 
ing given her,” said Abana. 


Outermost layer 

The shield’s second ring has five 
members working together to su- 
pervise Nicole's movements as she 
enters and leaves the courtroom. 

This layer directs the whole shield 
on where to go, said Requizo. 

The outermost layer has five 
women of the heaviest build, deliber- 
ately chosen to buffer the core from. 
the expected media assault, she said. 


Teeners learn to hug, love street kids even if they smell 


From page Al 

dl," Carrera said, speaking in En- 
lish and Filipino. 

f Take the case of 11-year-old 
Jeena. Her parents are separated 
‘and her mother is in jail on illegal 
drug charges. 

}: Jeena begs and earns about PSO 
daily, which she uses to buy food 
fpr herself and her 6-year-old sis- 
tr The two live in a shanty in the 
diry, and Jeena does what her par- 
ents should be doing for 
them—cooking, washing their 
dlothes and looking after her sister. 
1 Rolando Cusi, an employee of 
Bhilippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co. and a volunteer, said the pro- 
grams operative word was "love." 
E Almost all of these street chil- 
dren have dysfunctional families 
dnd they lack the love, care and 
tention that they need most,” 
Cusi, the project officer and vol- 
inter coordinator, said. 


Hugging makes difference 

. "You hug them even if they are 
smelly and they hug you back. At 
first, I couldn't breathe because of 
their stench, But I realized that 
they lack love and hugging them 
will make a big difference in their 
lives. Some of them will even try 
to get your attention by bullying 
thers,” Cusi said. 

He said street children feel and 
dct like outcasts but they bask on 
Ipve and attention from whoever 
will give it to them. 

“We want to show the street 
children that they are part of soci- 
ey," Tan said. 

‘Once, sh. got angry when she 
Meard of a report that a security 
guard of the city plaza drove the 
children away because the plaza, 
according to the guard, was only 
for “decent people." 

“He earned ture from me 
about children's rights,” Tan said. 
Since then, the с” ildren were al- 
lowed to roam freely in the park. 


Literacy 
Another aspect of the Aguik Ya 
program is literacy. 
4 


ASTREETCHILD gets а hug from Lina Tan, executive director of the 
‘Agulk Ya Foundation. YOUANOAPLERTESPD NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


‘The 130 street children under 
the group's care are classified into 
"readers" and “nonreaders,” and 
teaching modules have been pre- 
pared to suit their needs. The vol- 
unteers bring with them teaching 
materials, like books, pencils, pa- 
per and whatever is needed during 
the group's “literacy hour” 

Then there's the personal hy- 
giene part of the project where 
children are taught to keep them- 
selves clean. 

"We have a ‘dimpo’ (wash) 


towel, toothpaste, toothbrush 
and some used clothing. 

‘The group has also tapped the 
help of the Pangasinan Medical 
Society to circumcise the boys 
and deworm the children. 


Medical aid 

"We also extend medical help 
depending on a problem that 
arises," Tan said. 

For instance, some days back, 
Randy Mislang, 21, a street edu- 
cator, saw a big wound on the left 
day" Cusi said. Here the children arm of a girl and she had her 
are given kits containing soap, treated ina hospital. Another girl, 

a 


he said, was hit by a rock in her 
head by a playmate and the 
wound needed stitching up. 

“When we took the girl to her 
house, her mother, instead of 
comforting her, hit her in the 
head," Mislang said. 

Stil, the children do not speak 
illof their mothers, Tan said. 

They may say bad things about. 
their fathers but never about their 
mothers, she said. 

Some children have had brush- 
es with the law, a few of them 
tagged as “recidivists,” like 13- 
year-old Boboy. 

The group had intervened thrice 
to convince the police and village 
guards not to arrest Boboy. 

His first violation was when he 
was caught begging in a restaurant. 

“We reasoned with the police that 
he did nothing wrong so he was al- 
lowed to go. Second, he was accused 
of being a pickpocket and was taken 
to a police station in another town. 
We told the police that he should be 
in the custody of the Department of 
Social Welfare and Development. 
Since there was no case filed, he was 
again freed but not after being beat- 
en by the police,” Cusi said. 


Dramatic episode 

The third time was nothing 
short of a television drama 
episode, he said. 

Boboys brother was accused of 
stealing a pair of pants from a neigh- 
bor and a tanod (village guard) 
picked him up so his mother could 
bring his brother to the barangay 
center to return the pants. 

“It was my birthday and I was 
celebrating it with some street chil- 
dren at the LEAF center. Some chil- 
dren arrived and informed us that 
Boboy was at the barangay center 
held by the tanod. Land (Cusi) de- 
cided to go to help him,” Tan said. 

"When the other children 
learned of the incident, they de- 
cided to follow Tan and Cusi to 
the barangay center. 

it was like a hearing of a case, 
with us defending Boboy's right 
аз а child, that he must not be 
5 


hit,” Cusi said. 

"There was rejoicing among the 
children when Boboy was set fre. 
The tanod apologized to Boboy and 
tothe other children," Tan said. 

Cusi, a father of three, said he 
later learned that the tanod sus- 
pected him to bea leader of a syn- 
dicate victimizing children. He 
just laughed it off. 


sharing of their experiences. 


Unicef training 

Tan, Cusi and the street educa- 
tors underwent am extensive; 
skills raining on street-based ed-, 
ucation and mobilization for, 
street educators conducted by thes 
United Nations Children’s Fund 
(Unicef)-National Council for So- 
cial Development. H 

Each Aguik Ya volunteer allots 
at least two hours a week for the, 
children, usually late in the after- 
noon orat night at the city plaza. _ 

“That's the time you will find? 
them in the streets, begging for 
school money or to buy rice for ће: 
family or gambling,” Cusi said. 

"Some pf them are beaten up? 
by their parents when they go 
home without money," he said. + 

Тһе Aguik Ya plans to help send 
some of the children to school so 
they need not beg anymore. 

But another aspect of the prob- 
lem is how to make the children's 
parents realize their responsibil 
ties, Cusi said, 

“We will try to ‘connect’ with 
the parents and work with them,” 
he said. 


Volunteers 

The core volunteers are mem- 
bers of a Gospel sharing group 
based at the office of the LEAR 

When they learned about the 
project, they readily joined. 

The volunteers have to sign a 
form that indicate how long they 
would be volunteering. Those be- 
low 17 years old need their par- 
ents signatures on the form. 

The volunteers undergo orien- 
tation seminars and leadership 
training given by the LEAF before 
they start working in the streets. 

“Not all volunteers are accept- 
ed. We check their backgrounds 
to find out if they are fit to deal 
with children,” said Cusi. 

He said the young volunteers 
were regularly “debriefed” through 


[ 
Corrections 


INTHE JUNE 14 ISSUE, a caption of a front-page photo—which 
previously appeared in the INQUIRER issue on Jan. 12, 1999—mis- 
stated that a rally attended by rape victim "Baby" Echegaray, then 
Vice President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, then First Lady Loi 
Ejercito, Sen. Jamby Madrigal and other advocates of capital 
punishment called “for the reimposition of the death penalty.” 
‘The rally assailed the proposed repeal of the death penalty law 
and the Supreme Courts stay of execution of convicted rapist Leo 
Echegaray. 

INTHE FIRST EDITION OF THE SAME ISSUE, a photo caption on 
Page Al misstated the province to which the town of Botolan be- 
longs. Botolan is in Zambales—not Zamboanga. 

Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writing. 
to the Day Desk, Pllippine Daily Inquirer PDI Bunding, Chino Roces Аз» 
enue corner Mascardo Street, Makati City, fav Nos, 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk@ingurercom.ph. 

Complaints about lack of fairness or objectivity may be sent to Lorna 
Kalaw Tirol, readers advocate, emait address: readesadvocate@ingui. 
excom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47-93/94, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 
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SOME 2.8 MILLION FILIPINOS 
‘would not be poor today had gov- 
ёгїтетї been consistent in carry- 
ing out policies to manage popu- 
lation growth in the past 20 
years, according to a study by the 
Philippine Center for Population 
and Development and the Asia- 
Pacific Policy Center. 

The government needs to adopta. 
dearer and firmer direction with re- 
spect to the countrys high popula- 
Чоп growth rate, currently pegged at 
2.36 percent, according to the APPC 


Saves about 80% on your aircon bille 


which conducted the study. 

“Unfortunately, the national 
government is passing the buck 
{to local governments] and is not 
taking an active role to address 
the issue,” said Arsenio M. Bal- 
Басап, founder of APPC, at a pre- 
sentation yesterday. 


Population management 
The study, commissioned by the 
PCPD, was intended for local gov- 
'emment units (LGUs) which, ac- 
cording to the PCPD, do not realize 


the benefits of population manage- 
ment because having a large popula- 
tion would mean a bigger share of 
national tax revenues for them. 

Having a young population. 
does not necessarily mean better 
because a high proportion of 
young dependents reduces the al- 
ready low per capita income, said 
the study which used 2003 data. 

APPC simulations show that if 
the 36 percent ratio of young de- 
pendents in 1985 were success- 
fully maintained through rational 
population policies in 2003, there. 
would be 2.8 million who would 
not be poor today. 

"This corresponds to an average. 
of 156,000 Filipinos taken out of 
poverty every year beginning 1985,” 
said Dennis S. Mapa, who led the 
team that conducted the study. 

This would have also meant an 
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VU AT AAEVAPORATIVE AIR-CONDITIONER 


WITHOUT COMPRESSOR & FREON GAS 


IWATA sucks in the hot air from outside & enters the 
airconditioning unit thru the cooling pads then the air passes thru 
the water that automatically flows down the wide surface area of 
the cooling pads like waterfalls and simultaneously evaporation 
takes place. The strong fan then biows in the cool clean air into 
the room & increases the volume of oxygen in the area. 

lectricity bills. 
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about P2,227, he said. 


1970s, population management has 
taken a “roller coaster ride” through 
succeeding administrations. 


Good population policy 
“The policy on population was 
good during the Marcos years but 


[Aquino's] watch,” he said. 
“Then [Fidel] Ramos gave it a 
little push and [Joseph] Estrada 


waned again in the present ad- 
ministration,” he said. 

Balisacan, a profesor of eco- 
nomics at the University of the 
Philippines, said that countries com- 
parable to the Philippines in size and 
Tesources—ike — Thaland—have 
adopted consistent population poli- 


MTCC Br 2, Tuguegarao Ciy 
MCTC Sanchez Mre-Pamplona. 
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uld've been fewer poor Pinoys, study says 


income per person of 


Said that since the 


inequality may be a 
factor in determining 


down during Cory 


tion" scenario. 
little more, but this 


депу. 


дез carried out over a 
long period of time. 

In the 19705 when 
the number of Filipinos 
and Thais were grow- 
ing at a yearly rate of 
3.08 percent and 2.74 
percent, respectively, 
‘Thailand tumed to the 
Philippines to study ап 
apparently successful 
approach to population 
management, he said. 

Three decades lat- 


"The Philippines is at 


por,” Balisacan said. 


er, Thailand had reduced its pop- 
ulation growth rate to 1.11 per- 
cent, or less than half of the 
Philippines growth rate. 
Balisacan said though income 


long-term development, a high 
proportion of people younger 
than 15 years was a "deeper de- 
terminant" of prosperity. 
Population experts talk of a 
three-phase “demographic transi- 


Demographic transition 
In Phase 1 is, young depen- 
dents outnumber adults and el- 


Phase 2, which is reached two 
decades after the first, is character- 
ized by productive adults comprising 
a large part of the population com- 
pared to children and the elderly 
Phase 3, which occurs “about a 
century" after the first, would de- 
scribe a population where senior 
citizens comprise the majority. 


the fact that it takes a generation be- 
fore we can reach the more desirable 
Phase 2 shows the urgency and the 
need for a dear population policy 
backed by strong government sup- 


The study was a sequel of one 
that Mapa and Balisacan did in 


THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2008 


2004, which explored the relat 
tion of population growth andi 
poverty. 

The PCPD decided to commis 
sion a second part to show local, 
government units what a lower. 
Population growth rate would! 
mean for them. 


significant 
a country's 


т 
More people, more money, 
The internal revenue allotment: 
GRA), which makes up about 64» 
percent of LGU budget, is largely 
based on the number of people i 
a province. Hence, more people 
means more money from the па» 
tional coffers going to the LGU. 
Carlos Abad-Santos, an APPC re 
searcher, said a lower proportion of 
dependents would free up tens of 
millions of pesos that LGUs would: 
spend on education, health and 
other services for fewer people 
‘Another simulation showed that. 
Camarines Norte, Camarines Sur 
and Davao Oriental—some of the. 
provinces with the highest пше? 
of kids relative to grown- 
ups—would each have freed up be” 
tween P84 million and P270 million: 
ifthey had lower proportions. 
“Population management has 
effects on both revenues and ex: 
penditures for LGUs, but the пер 
effect is benefits in terms of more 
money for quality services,” Арай» 
Santos said. Ronel Domingo 


Phase 1, and 


Romulo flies to 5 countries | 


AMID SPECULATIONS HE IS A LEADING CANDI- 
date for new Philippine ambassador to the United 
States, Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo left yes- 
terday on a three-week official trip to five coun- 
tries to pursue the Philippines policy of strength- 
ening its ties with key allies. 

Interestingly, Romulos first stop is Washington 
D.C. to attend the commemoration of the cente- 
nary of Filipino migration to the United States. 

Romulo and Lauro Baja, the Philippines’ 
Permanent Representative to the United Na- 
tions, have been prominently mentioned as 
possible replacements for Ambassador Alberto 
del Rosario, who has resigned effective July В. 

“In Washington, 1 will reaffirm the deep 
historic and cultural bonds between the 
Philippines and the United States," Romulo 
said in a statement yesterday. 

The centenary commemoration began yes- 
terday and will run up to June 18. 

From the US, Romulo will proceed to Baku, 
Azerbaijan, to attend the 33rd Islamic Confer- 
ence of Foreign Ministers on June 18-19 upon 
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1 APOSTOL, PELAGIO 5. 

2 CASIMIRO, ORLANDO С. 

3 ESPANOL. JOSE M. JR. 
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5. GONZALEZ, EMILIO II A. 
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Friday, Juno 46, 2006, 2:00-5:00 p.m. 
1. KALLOS, ROBERT E. 
2 LANTORIA, GERARDO JR. В. 
3. MARCOS, LUZ О. 


5. TANGUANCO, EDUARDO 1. 
Any information, win report. sworn complaint or oppostion against any of the aforesaid candidates 
must be submited on or before June 18, 2006. 

l The JBC also announces tne opening of the position of DEPUTY OMBUDSMAN FOR MINDANAO. 
whch wal be vacated by Hon. Antonio E. Valenzuela on July 02, 2006. 
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the invitation ofthe Azerbaijan foreign minister. 

He will be in Geneva, Switzerland, on June 
21-22 to attend the Human Rights Council's 
High Level Ministers Meeting. 

Romulo will also join President Arroyo in 
her official visits to the Vatican, Italy and 
Spain from June 26 to 30. 

“The President will renew the Philippines" 
special ties and continued support for the} 
Pope, the spiritual leader of the Roman} 
Catholic faithful throughout the world,” Ro- 
mulo said. 

In Italy, Ms Arroyo will meet with newly 
elected Italian President Giorgio Napolitano 
from whom she is expected to seek support} 
for the Philippines’ Debt-for-Millennium De- 
velopment Goals initiative, the DFA said in a4 
statement. 

In Spain, she will meet with King Juan Car.| 
los Tand President Jose Luis Zapatero. 

The President was also supposed to fly tol 
Libya but the visit has been postponed indefi- 
nitely. ‘Nikko Dizon 


More 
rains 
coming : 


THE RAINS ARE 
coming this week as! 
surely as schools, 
have opened. Н 
‘The Philippine At- 
mospheric, Geophys 
ical and Astronomi- 
cal Services Adminis 
tration yesterday of-| 
ficially announced 
the onset of the wer] 
season with thè: 
building up of thé) 
southwest monsoof; 
trough north of the} 
Philippines. i 
“We ask the public! 
to brace for the rainy 
season. It signals E 
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start of the елпу ol 
tropical cyclones,” 
said Pagasa’s weath-) 
er branch сей 
Nathaniel Cruz. 

‘Two to three tropi 
cal cyclones are ехе 
pected this month; 
Up to 20 tropical су} 
dones enter thi 
Philippine area of re 
sponsibility every 
year. 

Pagasa said it had 
monitored elongated 
cloud clusters in thé 
southwest-northeast 
par of the country 
the past 48 hours] 
along with the occur? 
rence of heavy raing 
in thewestern part. 

“These develop? 
ments indicate the 
onset of the south] 
west monsoon/rainy 
season on the secon 
week of June,” Pa 
gasa said in its bul 
letin yesterday. 

“Its slightly delayed 
because of persisteni 
ridges of high pressu 
in Asia and the Nort 
Pacific,” Cruz said. 
rainy season usuall 
officially begins in lat 
May Віапсће5 
Rivera 
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Senate finds massive cheating in 1 2004 election 


From page Al 
{ He said the testimonies of 
witnesses and an examination 
of election documents showed 
that the cheating was concen- 
trated in the Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim Mindanao. Some 
officials of the Commission on 
Elections and the National Citi- 
zens’ Movement for Free Elec- 
tions also testified in the com- 
mittee hearings. 

Tn a privilege speech on Dec. 
8, 2005, Senate Minority Lead- 
er Aquilino Pimentel Jr. said Ms 
Arroyo made as many as 15 
calls to Garcillano between 
May 26 and June 10, 2004. As a 
result of those calls, he said, Ms 
Arroyo gained a "fabricated 
margin of 1,063,777 votes" 
against Poe. 

‘The committee began its hear- 
ings on Sept. 28, 2005. It was un- 
able to complete its inquiry after 
Ms Arroyo issued Executive Or- 
der No. 464 forbidding govern- 
ment and military officals from 
testifying at congressional hear- 
ings. 

The Supreme Court has de- 
clared the gag order unconstitu- 
tional, but state lawyers have 
filed a motion for reconsidera- 
tion. In the meantime, Mala- 
cafiang has held its ground, main- 
taining that the hearings were 
meant to subvert the Arroyo ad- 
ministration, 

Once the Supreme Court issues 
a final decision on the motion, he 
would reconvene the committee 
to complete the hearings, Biazon 
said. 

The former Armed Forces chief 
of staff said he had wanted to is- 
sue an interim report but he said 
it would be "unfair" to do so until 
all witnesses and persons impli- 
cated in controversy had testi- 
fied. 

But Biazon stated: “My initial 
evaluation of the testimonies and 
evidence points to massive cheat- 
ing" 

Asked if the extent of the al- 
leged cheating would be enough 
to change the poll results, he said: 


"We are not trying to prove here 
who won the elections ... definite- 
ly the cheating benefited GMA.” 
Disclosure of the “Hello Garci” 
wiretaps in June 2005 provoked 
the worst political crisis of the 
5-year-old Arroyo presidency. 


The wiretaps 

‘The audio recordings purport- 
edly between Ms Arroyo and for- 
mer Election Commissioner Vir- 
gilio Garcillano allegedly showed 
she had manipulated the 2004 
balloting. Ms Arroyo won by 1 
million votes over her nearest ri- 
val, the late movie star Fernando 
Poe Jr. 

The 59-year-old President 
has vehemently denied any 
wrongdoing. Last year, allies in 
the House of Representatives 
killed an opposition attempt to 

peach Ms Arroyo on a techni- 
cality. The House minority has 
announced it will renew íts at- 
tempt to unseat Ms Arroyo when 
Congress resumes its session 
next month. 

In his appearance before a 
similar inquiry conducted by the 
lower house last year, Ga 
lano skated around questions on 
whether it was his voice that 
had been caught in the wiretap, 
but he acknowledged talking to 
Ms Arroyo on the phone in May 
2004 just after the balloting 

The House committees that 
conducted joint hearings have is- 
sued an inconclusive final report. 
Without closure to the wiretap- 
ping controversy, Ms Arroyo con- 
tinues to grapple with a crisis of 
legitimacy and restiveness in the 
military. 


Hearings not closed 

“I have not closed the Garci 
hearings. I want to wait for the fi 
nal resolution of EO 464 because 
Ido not want to push this into ап 
institutional confrontation,” Bia- 
zon said. 

He said those still to be invited 
included Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye, National Security Adviser 
Norberto Gonzales, officials of 
the National Bureau of Investiga- 


Phivolcs lists 


Frompage Al 


by movement in the Valley Fault 
System (VES), also known as the 
Marikina Fault. The fault, which 
runs through the entire metropolis, 
has been found to be the “biggest 
threat to Metro Manila.” 

Quoting data from the Metro 
‘Manila Earthquake Impact Reduc- 
tion Study (MMEIRS), Phivolcs 

i.chief Renato Solidum yesterday 
said at a forum in Makati that 38 
‘percent or 494,000 of Metro Mani- 
Даз 1.3 million homes could suffer 
slight or severe damage in a worst- 
ease scenario. 
“It does not matter how near or 
г you are from the fault, but 
how strong your buildings are," 
S Solidum said, addressing repre- 
Ж sentatives of the corporate sector. 
Ж Solidum gave the briefing 
Ў; more than two weeks after a 6.2- 
2 magnitude earthquake hit Yo- 
f gyakarta_ in Java, Indonesia, 
killing 5,782 people. 
Gb Like Indonesia, the Philippines 
Ў is in the Ring of Fire, an arc of vol- 
Bü canoes and fault lines encircling 
Phe Pacific Basin, making the 
country prone 10 earthquakes. 
2 About five quakes hit the Philip- 
Bem every day but few are felt. 
Of the 981 10- to 30-story 
= in Metro Manila, 38 


E 


percent or 372 are exposed to the. 
same risk, while 14 percent or 16 
ESpf the 119 30- to 50-story build- 
Sins would be damaged, accord- 
ing to Solidum. 


eaths by fire 
Some 33,500 people could be 
illed because of the quake while 
nother 18,000 could die from 
ires resulting from the ground 
ovement, he said. 
Based on available geologic 
ind seismic data, а 7.2-magni- 
tude earthquake is the largest 
credible earthquake that can be 
enerated by a movement of the 
larikina Fault 
An earthquake of such strength 
could produce ground shaking of 
up to intensity 8 or 9 in the 
metropolis. 


Evacuation tips 

While he dished out earth- 
quake preparedness and evacua- 
ion tips in office buildings, 
Solidum stressed the need to 
make homeowners aware of the 
risk entailed when they build 
houses. 

Many houses, according to 


him, are equally exposed to the 
same risk but few residents are 
adopting X earthquake-resistant 
building techniques. 

He said simple engineering 
guidelines followed — strictly 
through the construction phase 
could save the day for Metro 
Manila residents during a strong 
earthquake. 

"There may be new techniques 
in building earthquake-resistant 
houses that are also costeffi- 
cient," Solidum said. 

Old buildings are more suscep- 
tible to damage from the impact 
of a 6-magnitude quake but new- 
er buildings could perhaps with- 
stand a 7-magnitude temblor, he 
said. 

The age of the structure and 
the materials they are made of 
are the main factors in determin- 
ing а quake's impact, according 
to the Phivolcs chief. 


Review building code 

The agency has proposed a 
closer look into the construction 
of houses in Metro Manila when 
the Structural Code of the 
Philippines, which is up for re- 
view this year, is reexamined. 
The code is reviewed every four 
years. 

“Our recommendation is to re- 
view the code. We would like to 
see stricter guidelines for residen- 
tial buildings, otherwise we will 
not be able to solve the problem 
of residential buildings being sus- 
ceptible to strong quakes,” 
Solidum said. 

‘The MMEIRS was a two-year 
study completed in late 2004. 
Phivoles has presented the 
MMEIRS to various local govern- 
ments since last year, but not all 
have acted on it. Muntinlupa, 
Makati, Marikina and Quezon 
cities have adopted earthquake 
preparedness plans, 

"Some act immediately, others 
are slow. We сап only assist 
them," he said. 

‘The Task Force on Building In- 
spection of the Department of 
Public Works and Highways has 
already inspected 1983 build- 
ings in Metro Manila and found 
that at least 60 public buildings, 
most of them schools, could sus 
tain "life chreatening" damage in 
the event of a strong earthquake. 

Phivoles considers a 6-magni- 
tude temblor strong; 7-magni- 
tude, major; 5-magnitude moder- 
ate; and 4-magnitude feeble, 


Senate hearings on Garci tapes 


AUG. 10, 2005: САРТ. MAR- 
lon Mendoza testifies that as 
chief security officer of Virgilio 
Garcillano, he heard the for- 
mer election commissioner tell 
other Comelec officials in Na- 
ga City that suspected 
“jueteng” lord Rodolfo "Bong" 
Pineda had given P300 million 
to support Ms Arroyo's victory 
in the 2004 election. On ques- 
tioning, Mendoza admits he 
does not have personal knowl- 
edge if the money reached the 
President, 

Sept. 28, 2005: Brig. Gen. 
Francisco Gudani testifies that 
an informant said First Gentle- 
man Jose Miguel Arroyo had 
flown twice to Шап City іп а 
private helicopter days before 
the election to deliver two 
boxes containing P500 mil- 
lion. 

Gudani says he was yanked 
out as Marine commander in 
Lanao when he started asking 
Rey Sumalipao, Lanao del Sur 
poll supervisor, about a sud- 
den move to change the as- 
signments of Board of Шес- 
tions Inspectors days before 
the polls. 

Gol. Alexander Balutan, a 
former commander under Gu- 


tion, the AFP top brass, T/Sgt. Vi 
dal Doble and the entire MIG-21 
(Military Intelligence Group-21) 
of the вар. 

Marietta Santos, Doble's for- 
mer girlfriend, had testified be- 
fore the Biazon committee that 
Doble had told her he and 13 oth- 
er Isafp personnel had conducted 
the wiretapping. 

The 25-year-old Santos also 
said she had access to Isafp, one 
ofthe nation’s most restricted ar- 
eas, when she had an affair with 
the soldier. 

Bunye opened a Pandora's 
box in June 2005 when he pre- 


dani, testifies that Gudani's re- 
placement, a certain Colonel 
Primo, issued an order to sup- 
port the administration in the 
election. 

For ignoring Executive Order 
No. 464, Gudani and Balutan 
are sacked. 

2005: Marietta San- 
tos testifies that as a girlfriend 
of Isafp agent Vidal Doble, she 
had access to an Isafp building 
in Camp Aguinaldo. She says 
Doble told her he and 13 other 
Isafp members had wiretapped 
the President upon orders of 
superiors, She identifies some 
of them as Lt. Col. Pedro 
Sumayo Jr., head of Isafp's Mil- 
itary Intelligence Group (MIG 
21); Capt. Windell Rebong; 
Capt. Rex Sagge; a certain Cap- 
tain 214; Master Sergeants 
Velledo and Callos, and Techni- 
cal Sergeants Abanto and Can- 
do. 

Santos confirms former NBI 
Official Samuel Ong's claims 
that Doble gave him the wire- 
taps. 

Ashmare Lucman, president. 
of the Lanao Unity Movement. 
for GMA, testifies the President 
brought P2 million to Cagayan 
de Oro City to buy the silence 


sented two CDs of the supposed 
“Hello Garci" wiretaps to Mala- 
cafiang reporters, claiming 
they were part of an opposition 
attempt to oust Ms Arroyo. 

Biazon said Gonzales was to be 
summoned because he admitted 
in another Senate committee 
hearing that Ms Arroyo had in- 
deed been wiretapped. 


AFP inquiry clears own 

An internal AFP investigation 
cleared Army chief Lt. Gen. Her- 
mogenes Esperon, Southern 
Command chief Maj Gen. 
Gabriel Habacon, retired Lt. Gen. 


of supporters who had ensured 
her victory in Lanao del Sur. He 
says Judge Nagamura Moner, 
former LUM president, re- 
ceived the money. Moner de- 
nies this. 

Lucman says 13 months earli- 
er the First Gentleman and 
Manila airport chief Alfonso 
Cusi sent PI million to the LUM 
to bribe election officers into 
overturning Fernando Poe Jr's 
lead over Ms Arroyo. Cusi de- 
nies this. 

Jan. 19, 2006: Two tapes, 
dubbed children of the Garci 
tapes, that are played in the Sen- 
ate reveal the wiretapping of op- 
position personalities from Jan- 
чагу to June 2004, Some of the 
voices recorded were those of 
retired Navy Commodore Rex 
Robles, former Sen. Gregorio 
Honasan's secretary Mira Dum- 
lao, Sen. Panfilo Lacson's sup- 
porter retired Maj. Gen. Rodolfo 
Canieso, and Michaelangelo 
Zuce. 

Marietta Santos names the 
annotators as Бар agents 
T/Sgt. Ed Cando, Kuya Ben, 
Master Sergeant Belledo, T/Sgt. 
Allan Bisulo, Sagi, Rebong, 214, 
215 and her boyfriend Doble. 

Santos testifies that she saw а 


Roy Kyamko and retired Brig. 
Gen. Francisco Gudani in connec- 
tion with the election fraud 
charges. Their names cropped up 
in the alleged wiretaps of Presi- 
dent Arroyo and Garcillano. 

However, the AFP report—the 
Mayuga report—on these gener- 
alshas been withheld. 

‘The AFP's refusal to release the 
report to the Senate has resulted 
in the failure of Esperon to secure 
his promotion to the next rank 
during the last session of the 
Commission on Appointments 
before Congress adjourned on 
June 8, Esperon is said to be next 


mobile phone interceptor, re- 
portedly worth $420,000, dur- 
ing one of her forays into the 
“Blue Room” of the MIG 21 com- 
pound, 

Feb. 10, 2006: The Senate 
committee on national de- 
fense cancels its inquiry into 
the tape scandal because wit- 
nesses like Armed Forces of 
the Philippines Chief of Staff 
Gen. Generoso Senga, Brig. 
Gen, Marlou Quevedo, and 
Rear Adm. Tirso Danga are 
hindered from attending by 
EO 464. 

March 14, 2006: Sen. Rodol- 
fo Biazon, chair of the Senate 
committee on national defense, 
says he is open to expanding his 
committees inquiry into the 
"Hello Garci" tape scandal to in- 
clude the alleged switching of 
election materials at the House 
of Representatives in early 
2005, 

April 3, 2006: Comelec Com- 
missioner Resurreccion Borra 
testifies that the 2004 election 
was “marred by irregularities” 
but that he “did not think these 
were done on a massive scale” 
and that it was “not done by one 
party or candidate alone.” PDI 
Research 


in line to become AFP chief of 
staff, 

Gudani, together with Lt. Col. 
Alexander Balutan, defied ЕО 
464 and testified in the Senate 
hearing, delivering one of its 
most sensational testimonies, 

Оп Sept. 28, 2005, Gudani said 
Ms Arroyo's husband, Jose 
Miguel Arroyo, flew twice to Min- 
danao in a private helicopter be- 
fore the May 10, 2004, elections 
to deliver boxes containing P500 
million. 

He said the money was given 
to people who would deliver the 
votes for Ms Arroyo. 


Police rule out terrorists, Reds in Metro blasts 
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arsenal of armed units, These 
units include the police and the 
military, the CPP and its armed 
wing, the New People's Army, and 
groups with links to any of these 
forces. 

ТМТ is also a favorite weapon 
of the Abu Sayyaf. 


3, not 4, blasts 

The PNP spokesperson, Senior 
Supt. Samuel Pagdilao, said 
there had been only three, and 
not four, explosions in Metro 
Manila since June 1—at the 
Grepalife building in Makati City 
оп June 6, at Philcoa, Quezon 
City, on June 11, and at Camp 
Bagong Diwa in Taguig City on 
June 13. 

“We did not include in the list 
the Manila incident because we 
did not find any trace of bomb 
materials in the area,” Pagdilao 
said, referring to the reported ex- 
plosion near a police precinct in 
Liwasang Bonifacio also on June 
n. 

But he pointed out that other 
bombing attacks occurred in 
Central and Southern Luzon 
within the same period, involv- 
ing the Hummer H2 SUV of 
Batangas Gov, Armand Sanchez, 
the mansion of suspected 
"jueteng" lord Rodolfo "Bong" 
Pineda, and the public market in 
Lipa City. 

But Ele said police tended to 
view the grenade attack in Lipa 
that wounded eight people and 
the attempt on the life of Sanchez 
that killed two people as unrelat- 
ed to the explosions in Metro 
Manila. 

“The bombings [їп Batangas] 
were really intended to kill or in- 
jure,” he said, 


‘Mosquito attacks’ 

A ranking police intelligence 
officer told the Inquirer that 
"people with AFP (Armed 
Forces of the Philippines) or 
PNP background" were the like- 
ly suspects in the Metro Manila 
attacks. 

"They are the only ones mak- 
ing these bombs,” said the officer, 
who requested anonymity be- 
cause he had no clearance from 
his superiors to speak with re- 
porters, 

‘The officer offered an analysis 
of the bombing Incidents—wlilch 


he called “mosquito attacks"—in 
Quezon City and Camp Bagong 
Diwa: 

* These were not terrorist 
bombings, which usually target 
crowded places and use powerful 
explosives to inflict maximum 
damage. 

© The attackers were careful 
not to harm anyone, based on the 
timing and power of the explo- 
sions. 

* The attackers apparently 
wanted to portray the bombings 
as aimed at unpopular targets 

"There is an effort at mass ap- 
peal by whoever is behind this," 
the officer said, adding: 

“Grepalife has problems with 
pre-need plan holders, and Pine- 
da has been alleged to be a 
jueteng lord." 


Pattern 

Ele aired similar comments. 

“We are establishing a pattern 
here,” he told reporters. “The ex- 
plosions were not really intend- 
ed to kill orto injure, They [were 
put in place} in the wee hours 
and set off early in thé morning, 
when there were few people 
around]." 

He added: "Certainly, this is an 
act of terror designed to create 
fear among the population. [But] 
we are discounting the possibility 
that established terror groups like 
the Jemaah Islamiya, Abu Sayyaf, 
and even ... the extreme Left are 
involved.” 

Besides destabilization forces, 
police are looking into "dissatis- 
faction" in the uniformed services 
as а motive in the attacks, Ele 
said. 

He said it was also possible 


that "misguided elements" were 
being "exploited and utilized by 
some interest groups [to ad- 
vance] political motives." 

The attacks, he added, might 
be meant to "destroy the morale. 
ofthe police.” 


Palace confident. 

Malacafiang sought to allay 
the fears of some militant groups 
that the government would de- 
clare another state of emergency 
in response to the bombing inci- 
dents, 

“п биг view, those fears have 
no basis,” Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye told reporters. "We are 
confident that the [PNP], in due 
time, will be able to unmask and 
bring to justice these agents of 
fear and terror 

Speaking over RMN radio, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
said the explosions were "just 
meant to call attention” to the 
perpetrators’ capability to wreak 
fear and confusion. 

He assured the public that au- 
thorities were now investigating 
the matter. 

But administration lawmakers 
assailed the AFP and PNP for 
their "clear failure" to stop the 
bombings in Metro Manila de- 
spite their being on red alert. 

Rep. Benasing Macarambon 
(NPC, Lanao del Sur) and Мопісо 
Puentevella (Lakas, Bacolod 
City), vice chair and member, re- 
spectively, of the House defense 
committee, said PNP Director 
General Arturo Lomibao and 
PNP-National Capital Region Di- 
rector Vidal Querol should appre- 
hend the perpetrators lest the 
public believe allegations that the 


bombings were the government's 
handiwork. 

“Authorities should maximize 
their intelligence operations to 
effectively pin down the real 
bombers and their backers,” 
Puentevella said. 


Scoffs at Gonzales 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon also 
pressed the PNP and other law 
enforcement agencies to quickly 
identify the perpetrators, if only 
to quell fears of a resurgence of 
political instability 

“There must be a thorough 
investigation to determine the 
identity of those responsible for 
the bombings. Without clarifi 
cation, these can only con- 
tribute to the instability in the 
country,” he said in an inter- 
view. 

Biazon, chair of the Senate de- 
fense committee and a former 
АЕР chief, also scoffed at the con- 
clusion made by National Securi- 
ty Adviser Norberto Gonzales 
that the political opposition had 
masterminded the rash of explo- 
sions. 

1 don't accept that. Is every- 
body in the opposition being 
lumped together with destabiliz- 
ers?” the senator said, 

Biazon—who, along with Sen- 
ate President Franklin Drilon and 
Majority Leader Francis Pangili- 
nan, broke ties with Ms Arroyo 
last year—said Gonzales was not 
helping quell instability with 
such statements. 

e's adding to the instability," 
Biazon said. With reports from 
Christine O. Avendaño, TJ Bur- 
gonio, Philip C. Tubeza and Nor- 
man Bordadora 


Puno notes suspicious similarities 


INTERIOR SECRETARY RONALDO 
Puno saw a suspicious similarity be- 
tween the explosion at Camp 
Bagong Diwa and the shooting of 
the Arroyo-owned LTA Building in 
Makati and the bomb attack on his 
van in December 2005, 

“I's the same SOP and propa- 
ganda, If you look at the method, 
[the bombers are] making it ap- 
pear that they are the good guys 
because they are not hurting peo- 
ple," Puno said. 

"But in effect, they are still 
causing chaos. These are not 
good people," he said. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Puno said that as in the attack on 
the building owned by the family of 
the President's husband and on the 
van parked outside the Puno resi- 
dence in Quezon City, opponents of 
the administration would say that it 
was losing control 

“Afterward, {the bombers] 
would say that the police them- 
selves were the ones behind the 
attack [inside Camp Bagong Di- 
wal," he said. 

A group that called itself En- 
lightened Warriors claimed re- 
sponsibility for the attack on the 
LTA building and the explosions 


under parked vehicles, such as 
Puno's van, in Metro Manila. 

Puno said police had narrowed 
down the suspects in the recent 
bombings to the anti-Arroyo sectors, 

“Definitely, it was not the 
NPA,” he said. 

Puno said those behind the ex. 
plosions merely wanted to keep 
up the climate of uncertainty be- 
cause the political situation had 
already stabilized. 

"There is no real threat to the 
government anymore. They just 
want to keep the instability 
alive,” he said, 
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SC scolds Omb 
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Office of the Ombudsman to determine by June 
30—under pain of contempt—whether proba- 
ble cause exists to charge Commission on Elec- 
tions officials who approved the P1,3-billion 
Mega Pacific computerization deal. 

The Supreme Court voided the deal 
two-and-half years ago on the grounds that 
the Comelec disregarded the law and its bid- 
ding procedures when it awarded the con- 
tract to automate the counting of ballots to 
Mega Pacific eSolutions Inc. (See “In the 
Know” at right.) 


Denied with finality 

‘The tribunal yesterday also denied with 6- 
nality “for utter lack of merit” the Ombuds- 
man's motion asking the high court to recon- 
sider its May 3 resolution ordering the anti- 
graft body to submit a report on the Mega Pa- 
cific deal by the end of the month. 

In the motion for reconsideration filed ear- 
ly this month, Ombudsman Merceditas 
Gutierrez argued that the high tribunal's or- 
der had undermined its independence and 
denied it due process. 

Claiming that it was “not а party to the 
case,” the Ombudsman said it could not be 
"directed" to render a report on the "possible. 
culpability of the parties.” 

"With the high court's directive, what will 
prevent lower courts from directing us?" 
Gutierrez asked. 


Duty to investigate 

But the Supreme Court reminded the Om- 
budsman that as “protector of the people," it 
was mandated to “act promptly on all com- 
plaints filed in any form or manner against 
any public officials or employees of the gov- 
еттеп” 

“The complaints may be filed by any indi- 
vidual or citizen or group, or even an anony- 
mous person. All the same, the (Ombudsman) 
cannot shirk from its duty to investigate and 
act promptly,” the high court said, adding: 

"Simply because the Supreme Court has no 
administrative control and supervision over 
the (Ombudsman) does not mean that the 
high court is no longer entitled to prompt ac- 
tion from the (Ombudsman).” 

last week, Gutierrez said her office had 
started investigating the Mega Pacific deal be- 
cause "the Ombudsman acts on its own ... not 
because of the Supreme Court directive.” 


Undue delay 

What the high court finds surprising is the 
fact that the Ombudsman “does not refute” 
the claim of the Information Technology 
Foundation of the Philippines, which fled the 
case against the Comelec on behalf of the los- 
ing bidders, “that it (antigraft court) had 
practically sat on their complaint for more 
than one year and four months already.” 

“It has not even attempted ко justify its in- 
ertness for the unreasonable length of time, 
which obviously spells undue delay, contrary 
to its constitutional mandate to act promptly 
on complaints filed before it,” the Supreme 
Court said. 


Out of tune 

On the Ombudsman's independence, the 
Supreme Court said its directive for the anti- 
graft court to render a report on a regular ba- 
sis “does not in any way impinge upon the 


A first: 93-min 
movie ... 
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completed а 93-minute documentary that 
they say is the first feature film to be entirely 
shot by such a technique. 
Called "New Love Meetings," the documen- 
tary was filmed in а MPEG4 format with а 
Nokia N90—a regular, higher-end cell phone 
on sale around the globe, documentary codi- 
rector Marcello Mencarini said. 


Afixture 

‘The technique underscores what has become 
a fixture in today's globalized world—the use of 
amateur video and cell phone cameras to im- 
moralize moments in people's lives. 

‘When news breaks, early footage is often shot 
witha cell phone. And, in the case of major events, 
authorities and news outlets have been known to 
call on amateurs to come forward with video. 

“With the widespread availability of cel 
phones equipped with cameras, anybody 
could do this,” Mencarini said in a telephone 
interview from Milan, 

“If you want to say something nowadays, 
thanks to the new media, you can," he added. 


Limitations 

When it comes to movies, though, cell 
phone cameras present limits, such as the dif- 
ficulty to film in darkness or the lack of micro- 
phones. As а result, the movie mostly features 
close-ups, and the image, while clear overall, 
is slightly shaky. 

The Italian directors said that no post-pro- 
duction manipulation was made on the image. 

Although no professional lighting was 
needed, a pocket flashlight was used at times, 
said Milan-based Barbara Seghezzi, the other 
director of the movie. 

The approach offers the advantage of being 
intimate, leading people to open up. 

Not much, however, has changed. 

"When it comes to sexuality, a certain 
malaise is still there; taboos and problems 
persist,” Seghezzi said, 
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(Ombudsman's) independence as provided 
under the Constitution.” Б 

“Nowhere in the questioned resolution 
did the court demand that the Ombudsman 
decide or make specific determina- 
tion—one way or the other—of the culpa- 
bility of any of the parties. Our directive was 
for the Ombudsman to report its ‘final de- 
termination of whether a probable cause ex- 
ists against any of the public officials (and 
conspiring private individuals, if any),” the 
court said. 

Тһе tribunal said this reportorial require- 
ment was not an interference in the Ombuds- 
man's power to investigate and prosecute. “Its 
protestations of judicial interference is 
strange and totally our of tune.” 

The court also said the Office of the Om- 
budsman's claim that it was denied due pro- 
cess “utterly lacks merit.” 

Tn a visit to the INQUE last week, Gutier- 
rez claimed her office had been denied due 
process when the court issued the order with- 
out giving it the chance to explain. 
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| WHAT WENT BEFORE 1 


AMONTH AFTER THE COMMISSION 
оп Elections announced that the 2004 
national elections would be automat- 
ed, the Supreme Court voided the. 
P1.3-billion Mega Pacific contract 
that would have made the plan possi- 
ble. 

Inits decision, dated Jan. 13, 2004, 
the high court said the Comelec disre- 
garded the law and its own bidding 
rules when it awarded the contract for 
the automation of the counting and. 
canvassing of ballots to Mega Paci 
Solutions Inc. 


“Inexplicable haste" 

Itfound the company's counting 
machines vulnerable “о election fraud 
ona massive scale by means of just a 
Тем key strokes." 


Voting 9-3-2, with three Justices. 
dissenting and two asking for more 
time, the Supreme Court said the 
Comelec awarded the contract with 

inexplicable haste." It ordered the 
Office of the Ombudsman to deter- 
mine the criminal liability of those in- 
volved in the case. 

The Mega Pacific contract was ap- 
proved on April 15, 2003 by Comelec 
Chair Benjamin Abalos Jr. and Com- 
missioners Luzviminda Tancangco, 
Rufino Javier, Resurreccion Borra, 
Ralph Lantion, Mehol Sadain and 
Florentino Tuason Jr. Tancangco, 
Javier, Lantion and Sadain have 
tired. 

Іп December last year, Borra said a 
collection case filed by Mega Pacific 
against the poll body was hindering 
the recovery of the P1.3 billion. The 


АА: 


udsman: Act on Mega Pacific by June 30 
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company is demanding payment of 
the P200-million balance for the pur- 
chase of the counting machines, The 
case is pending ata regional trial 
court. 


Multimillion storage fees 

The counting machines, number? 
Ing more than 1,000, are kept in a 
four-story warehouse in Manlla. 
Storage fees and other materlals 
amount to about P3.9 million а 
year. 

The Mega Pacific contract is the 
second election modernization 
agreement that the Supreme 
Court voided. It earlier scrapped 
the P6-billion contract for voters’ 
registration awarded to the Pho- 
tokina Group in 2000. PDI Re: 
search 
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Not the usual suspects 

IRECTOR VIDAL QUEROL, CHIEF OF THE NA 
D tional Capital Region Police Office, admits that the 
spate of bombings during the last few days is an 
embarrassment to him. “As Metro Manila police chief,” he 
said, “I feel ashamed over what has been happening in 
tire last few days." 

"He has every reason to feel that way, and that goes too 
fór every member of the police organization, especially 

: those assigned to the metropolitan 

EDITORIAL area. A week after the first bomb ex- 

B ploded at the Grepalife building in 
Makati City on June 6, police investigators remain clueless 
about the identity of the bomber or bombers and their rea- 
sühs for carrying it out. What they got instead were more 
Bombs exploding—and right under their very noses. 
yon Sunday, an explosion rocked the police station at Li- 
wasang Bonifacio in Manila. That very same morning, an- 
óther blast ripped a bus being used by the PNP as mobile 
police station and jail, which was parked at the Elliptical 
Road in Quezon City. Then last Tuesday, another bomb 
exploded under a Special Weapons and Tactics van 
parked inside Camp Bagong Diwa, the headquarters of 
the NCRPO. “These criminals are taunting us, and doing а 
god job of it," Querol concluded. 

‘That much seems clear, if the targets and the kind of ex- 
plosives used are anything to go by. Apparently the 
bombers don’t intend to kill or maim anyone; at the very 
feast, they want to prick the egos and shatter the self-es- 
teem of police officials and, maybe, the Arroyo adminis- 
tration. But if that is all they want, then the citizens have 
vety little to worry about. Saving the pride and reputa- 
tions of policemen and other public officials are the least 
ofour people's problems. 

‘But even this theory leaves unanswered the more im- 
portant question: Why? Or to what purpose? 

Some cynical observers have noted that just days be- 
fote the first bombing, a military spokesperson was deny- 

ing that martial law was about to be declared. There are 
no bombings or anarchy in the streets which would justify 
such a declaration, the spokesperson was quoted as say- 
їйр. Now these observers are asking if the bombings are 
fittended to provide a reason for clamping down emer- 
gency rule. 

Far-fetched or even crazy? The country went through 
the same route before, with Ferdinand Marcos citing a 
frock assassination attempt on his defense secretary, 
Juan Ponce-Enrile, as one of the more immediate reasons 
for proclaiming martial law in September 1972. Original- 
ity does not come easy to political leaders, who feel their 
backs against the wall, or to their allies in the military or 
the police force. 

“Some intelligence officers, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity for obvious reasons, suspect that either mili- 
tary men or policemen themselves could have carried out 
the recent bombings. Policemen certainly had the clearest 
shot at the targets hit so far. One intelligence officer also 
noted that the bombings didn’t have the earmarks of the 
operations of the Jemaah Islamiyah or the Abu Sayyaf, 
meaning that those groups don't fool around with bombs; 
they want to see blood and dead bodies when they have 
done their work, such as in the Valentine’s Day bombing 
in Makati, the Superferry blast off Manila Bay or the Rizal 
Day bombing at an LRT. 

Which is not the case with the recent bombings, as 
оѕе who planted the explosives seemed to have made 
sure nobody got hurt, and especially not policemen. The 
intention apparently was merely to create “sound ef- 
fects,” as Presidential Chief of Staff Michael Defensor 
said. 

"But again, why? Defensor says the bombing are being 
done by “destabilizers” who are out either to sow fear 
among civilians or to “show an image of destabilization.” 

"That explanation doesn't sound good enough. Trouble- 
thakers who want to sow fear among civilians would se- 
lect civilian targets and aim for maximum mayhem and 
damage. Why would Filipinos cower in fear when all they 
hear are “sound effects” coming from police camps and 
stations? 

Because of the recent bombings, the Filipino people 
certainly have reason to be afraid. But this time, the real 
threats to national stability and their own peace of mind 
may not be coming from the usual suspects. 
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FOR BREVITY, WE'VE EDITED TWO INSIGHT- 
ful Internet articles: “Musings on the Da Vinci 
Code” by а Malaysian Muslim lady; and “The 
Englishman's Wife" by a Filipino at the Univer- 
sity of London. 

Marina Mahathir, a daughter of former 
Malaysian prime minister Mahathir Mohamad, 
writes: A friend related how, after her daugh- 
ter read the Da Vinci Code, she wanted to read 
the Bible. She was concerned that impression- 
able young minds couldnt differentiate fact 
from fiction. 

Perhaps, Muslims need a Da Vinci Code-type 
book to spark off in their young the same inter- 
est in their own religion. Except that if one 
‘wrote a similar thriller, based around Islam, 
thousands would riot. 

There were riots over Salman Rushdies 
book: “The Satanic Verses.” The president of 
Pakistan then, Benazir Bhutto, commented 
wryly that the people dying over the book were 
those who would never have read it, or even 
heard of it, if someone hadn't whipped them 
into a frenzy. A similar situation arose with the 
cartoons. As insensitive as they were, they 
were still not worth dying over. 

‘Such is the difference between our religions. 
Upset Christians countered the book with sem- 
inars and other educational events. There have 
been no Da Vinci Code-related deaths. Which 
speaks volumes for adherents ofthe faith. 

People's impressions ofa religion are related 
to the behavior of its adherents. When people, 
in the name of religion, burn and kill, their act 
gives the impression of a religion that advo- 
cates this, no matter that nowhere, in its reli 
gious texts, does it say they should. 

Unfortunately, we get (this) from the whole 
spectrum: men who publicly insult women dai- 
ly without censure to the real crazies. In New 
York, 1 listened embarrassed to a Muslim man 
say to a non-Muslim woman at a forum: "Don't 
‘mess with Muslims. We have nuclear weapons!” 
In one fell swoop, this nutcase confirmed every 
stereotype of violence-prone Muslims. 
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The only people who can dispel stereotypes 
about Muslims are women. Even when conser- 
vative women speak out, they will change per- 
ceptions. Their presence and articulateness 
will be noticed because (this is) a world where 
Muslim women are perceived perpetually hid 
den behind curtains. 

Thus far, few Muslim men, in international 
media, give a good impression in international 
media. We might argue that Western media se- 
lect who they interview to perpetuate stereo- 
types. That's a problem for all. Anyone who 
looks like the archetypal wild-eyed conserva- 
tive is more telegenic than someone who looks 
like everyone else. 

We must make a concerted effort to come to- 
gether as one community and decide on а so- 
phisticated media strategy. If we manage, as a 
global community, to change other peoples 
perceptions of us, our own people might think 
more kindly of each other, so peace would 
reign within. And because within ourselves, 
we respect diversity, we can do the same with 
others. 

Ronald Rodriguez, a School of Oriental and 
African Studies student, writes: On a Brighton 
pier, I met an Englishman who thought 1 was 
Japanese. He was taken aback when told him 
Iwas from the Philippines: As he apologized, I 
reassured him I took no offense. Filipino 
friends and Iwere mistaken for Chinese. 

‘Why should I make an issue out ofa random 
instance of mistaken identity, I said. The blood 
in my veins is 100-percent Filipino, notwith- 


Insights from abroad 


standing my American first name, Ronald, and 
my Spanish last name, Rodriguez. Identity, I 
said, is important to know one's self before it 
becomes useful for others to know you. 

He said he'd met Filipino men living in the 
United Kingdom, the Englishman said. Some 
would not look him in the eye when they said 
they were Filipinos. Sad but understandable. 

Why is it understandable? I asked. After lis- 
tening to his stories about Presidents Marcos, 
Estrada and Arroyo, I realized: Here was one of 
the few British people who knew a lot about 
the Philippines. 

rs one thing to be ashamed of leaders, 1 
countered, another to be ashamed of ones 
own country Sometimes, a government re- 
flects a people deceived or whose expectations 
have been failed by leaders they once trusted. 
At the very least, unworthy leaders reflect the 
people's mistake—one that could be corrected, 
if people choose to. 

When I asked the Englishman how he knew 
so much about the Philippines, he waved his 
hand—and a woman afar responded. As she 
walked closer, 1 asked: Were we looking at a 
Filipina? He replied: “Yes, my wife is Filipina.” 

There was only one question in my mind: Is 
she one of those ashamed of their own coun- 
try? After a long conversation, 1 asked the En- 
glishman's wife: What is the Philippines worth 
to you? Without batting an eyelash, she 
replied: "Nothing." 

Had she asked what the Philippines was 
worth to me, Га have said: "Everything." For 
what is a Filipino who lives and dies without 
trying to make his people a better nation? 

How many Filipinos like her exist today? 
Very few, maybe. And probably, it's not difficult 
to win them back. More difficult is making sure 
that no more Filipinos become like the English- 
man's wife. 

Before I left, the Englishman shook my hand 
and whispered: "As long as you Filipinos be- 
lieve in yourselves, there'd no reason why we 
non-Filipinos should not believe in you." 


Lobotomized nation 


1 REMEMBER AGAIN SOMETHING OLIVER 
Sachs wrote. Sachs is the famous neurologist 
whose writings have inspired a number of 
movies, including "Awakenings," “At First Sight" 
and "The Man Who Mistook His Wife For a Hat." 
His case that I remember reading about had to 
do with an ex-hippie who could not remember 
anything after а few minutes. He was living 
completely in the present, having no memory of 
things that had just happened to him. 

‘The man was diagnosed to have suffered a 
trauma in his frontal lobe—possibly the result 
of psychotropic drugs—and was exhibiting the 
‘same symptoms as patients who had undergone 
lobotomy, or the removal of the frontal lobe of 
the brain. In the past, lobotomy had been pre- 
scribed for excessively violent criminals, which 
succeeded in pacifying them. But only at the 
‘equally criminal price of robbing them of their 
memories. The reason they became pacific was 
because of that—chey had no past, they had no 
future. They had nothing to bother them, they 
had nothing to look forward to. 

I did say in a couple of columns in the past 
that I thought we were a lobotomized nation, а 
nation that lived pretty much in the present. 12 
as if we too had the frontal lobes of our brain re- 
moved, rendering us unable to remember even 
more recent events. We have no past and no fu- 
ture. We merely drift by in the present. 

Last Monday offered fresh evidence of it. In- 
terviewed by reporters after the flag-waving 
ceremonies in Kawit, Cavite, several kids who 
participated in the pageantry of Independence 
Day were at a loss to answer questions the ге- 
porters posed to them. One knew what the sym- 
bols in the flag represented but did not quite 
know what the importance of Kawit, Cavite 
was. Another knew June 12 marked the day 
when the Philippines declared its independence 
from Spain but did not know when that hap- 
pened. Still another said they were just required 
tobe part of the celebrations. 

‘The mayor who appeared quite embarrassed 
lamented that, true enough, many Cavitelios 
were not greatly aware of the history of Cavite. 
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But God in heaven, this wasn't just the history of 
Cavite, this was the history of the Philippines. I 
myself wasn’t entirely surprised by it. Many Fil- 
pinos can't even remember the two Edsas any- 
more. The martial law babies can't remember 
martial law, or wantto know about it. And heav- 
en knows if we still remember the War. 

suspect that even if the reporters had posed 
their questions to our public officials, elected 
and non-elected, including the non-elected 
holding elective office, many of them might not 
have been able to answer. If we have declared 
independence at all, й would seem to be only 
from our past. 

Of course, like morality or the sense of right 
and wrong, history or the sense of continuity is 
bound to be dismissed in these cynical times, 
particularly by a cynical government, as of lide 
practical importance to the nation. "You can't 
eat sovereignty,” as the people who demanded 
the retention of the US bases said then. They 
eventually ate their words. 

The consequences of being a lobotomized 
nation are pretty much the same as the conse. 
quences of being a lobotomized individual. You 
have no past, you have no future, You have 
nothing to bother you, you have nothing to look 
forward to. "Lets move on" is today's equivalent 
of "You can't eat sovereignty" What it really 
means is, ets drift aimlessly. 

Tve repeatedly written about the importance 
of emphasizing History in classrooms. Its practi- 
cal value is immediate and immense. The rea- 
son we have a poor sense of country is that we 
have a poor sense of history, if we have one at 
all. We have no sense of belonging, we have no 
sense of rooted-ness, we have no sense of home, 


Tes not true that we are no better or worse than 
other Asian countries which also have a great 
number of their people leaving for other shores. 
Quite apart from the sheer difference in scale, 
there is the difference in attitude. Other people 
leave the land of their birth as a last resort, we 
do so asa first resort. Where is the sense in rais- 
ing the quality of local education—even if that 
were possible in these corrupt and inflationary 
times—if you will only produce graduates who 
metamorphose into caregivers and hop on (0 
the next plane to Canada? 

But history has an even more immense ргас- 
tical value, even it isn't as immediate and patent 
as the one above—that is, you have no past, you 
have no present. You won't be able to make 
sense of the present, having no signposts or 
landmarks to recognize the surroundings and 
know where you are—which is often just back 
where you started, 

June 12, 1898 isn't unlike where we are now, 
for those with the eyes to see it, or the frontal 
lobe to remember it. It was the hiatus between 
Spanish colonial rule and the American one, be- 
tween an old and moribund tyrannical rule and 
а new and resurgent one. A couple of months 
later, Intramuros would fall, but the Spanish 
would surrender not to the Philippine insurrec- 
tionary forces but to the nascent American oc- 
ccupational forces led by Admiral Dewey. By 
February the following year, the Filipinos would 
Ье waging another revolution, against what 
would prove to be a worse, if subtler, tyranny. 

Not unlike what we've just gone through in 
the last five years or so, toppling an old and de- 
caying tyranny only to fall under a new and far 
more vicious one, 

"Talk of the importance of history and most. 
everyone will quote George Santayana's famous 
aphorism—that those who do not read their 
history are bound to repeat it. That is not a 
blithe platitude, that is a shrill warning, Repeat- 
ing history isn't just bad karma, which will con- 
demn us to endless reincarnations as insects. 

Repeating history is, well, having Marcos and 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo for life. 
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THE BIG FUND MANAGEMENT FIRM MERILL 
Lynch is only the latest to come out in favor of 
Charter change. It reaffirmed its "overweight" buy. 
recommendation on the Philippines on the 
strength of a political analysis that gives Cha-cha a 
50-percent probability of success, and a second 
impeachment move against President Macapagal- 
Arroyo very much reduced chances of success. Its 
UK-based strategist, Benoit Anne, said, "The move 
to a parliamentary system would contribute to the 
streamlining of the decision-making process, as it 
would lead to a merger of both houses.” She also 
reiterated what many of us have been saying: a 
unicameral legislature would be "cost-effective." 
‘The investment firm stressed the obvious correla- 
tion between political stability and economic re- 
forms—one without the other would not work. 
This point of view is popular among hard-nosed 
businessmen and finance companies. Unfortu- 
nately, its not shared by the senators who think 
economic reforms are enough, and that the politi- 
cal status quo should be maintained. 

Recently I attended a briefing conducted 
Jointly by Citicorp Financial Services & Insurance 
Brokerage Phils. Inc. and ING Bank N.V (Philip- 
pine branch). What struck me was how political 
developments perceived to be negative have af- 
fected economic gains. The lecturers’ graph was 
like а seesaw. For example, the Oakwood 
mutiny virtually erased all the gains of that peri- 
od. When RP bonds’ net asset value (NAV) was 
recovering slowly, the announcement of FPJ's 
candidacy sent it plunging. It was again recover- 
ing for a year, when the Garci tapes controversy 
and the Cabinet resignations stopped it in its 
tracks. After things stabilized, the Feb. 25 coup 
attempt brought it down again. Things have lev- 
eled off after the peaceful May 1 observance. 

One thing the briefing made clear is that RP's 
economic fundamentals are pretty much intact. 
Factors such as the 6.9 percent inflation rate of 
May 2006, the 5-percent GDP growth and the 
‘moderate increase in transport costs are getting 
better despite rising oil prices, and no foresee- 


‘THE INQUIRER IS ONE OF THE INSTITUTIONS 
behind the current campaign against fake drugs. 
It is not every day that this paper joins a cam- 
paign. We're quite choosy, you see. 

Counterfeit drugs could kill. This was the title of 
the first part of the three-part series I wrote some 
years ago. At that time, the Philippines landed on 
the list of proliferators of fake drugs. The list was 
released by the Drug Information Association that 
was meeting in Canada. Another concern at that 
time was adverse drug reaction (ADR). For while 
‘even genuine drugs could cause ADR, how much 
more the fake ones whose components only the 
fakers know about? 

Listed as an ADR is “failure of efficacy” or Type E 
"This is what sends patients asking, “Why is the 
drug not working?” Therapeutic failure could be 
due to a drug that has little or nothing in it. In oth- 
ег words, some illegal manufacturers could have 
tampered with a brand's contents and unless the 
doctor and patient get the drug tested, they have 
no way of knowing the cause of the problem. 

‘A change of prescription could be the next о 
tion, and if the new drug is not fake, it could wor! 
That is, if it is not too late and the patient has not. 
crossed the bridge of no return. 

There has been a debate on whether or not 
brand names of drugs that have been counterfeit- 
ей should be published so that the public may 
know. (1 did provide a list.) Legit drug companies 
‘whose brands have been counterfeited could raise 
a howl and say they are getting a double whammy 
because sales of even the genuine items could suf- 
fer because consumers will stay away. That is the 
short-term adverse effect. 

But there is a positive long-term effect. Expos- 
ing the counterfeit could put the evildoers' work 
оп hold. The informed public would pay more at- 
tention to what they are buying. In the end, the 
genuine drug makers would profi from this kind 
of vigilance. 

Fake drugs are not like fake signature jeans or 
watches that serve their purpose in much the same 
way as the original, and they're even cheaper. Fake 
drugs sell like the genuine ones but they have re- 


THAT'S THE NAME OF A GAME IN WHICH ONE 
person whispers something to another, who whis- 
pers to another, and so on down the line, to see 
justhow garbled and unrecognizable the original 
‘message becomes through repetition. 

Tuesday night saw a message (with the usual 
variations) zipping from phone to phone: generals. 
loyal to the President were allegedly gathering the 
sentiments of battalion commanders down the 
Jine, to find out whether or not they felt the Palace 
would impose martial law. Media people, of 
course, went into overdrive checking if the mes- 
sage was true; AFP officers seemed to strenuously 
deny it. A consensus emerged—it was more likely 
some sort of a scheme on the part of the national 
security adviser. And so there were no stories about 
iton Wednesday: every lead proved to be a dud. 

But what does the message's merry-go-round 
tell us? It says that while still firmly in the realm of 
speculation, some kind of emergency rule as the 
solution to the present situation isn’t far from 
many minds. And with good reason. Martial law 
has been openly discussed for some time now. 

Secretary Eduarto Ermita recently said, apropos 
of emergency rule: "In the first place, there's no 
reason for us to consider it. The President's action 
is always based on the current situation.” Which is 
not, by any stretch of the imagination, a categori- 
cal denial—of possibility or even intent. 

‘Around the same time (June 1), the AFP had 
Maj, Gen, Angel Honrado helpfully adding, “There 
are no bombings and anarchy in the streets to justi 
fy its declaration.” The statement, of course, has 
become interesting, especially now that bombings 
are taking place (eur in Metro Manila, as of most 
papers last count), 

"Accoustic warfare," some describe the bomb- 
ings and, indeed, one wishes the English language 
could be more precise in describing the "explo- 
sions" that have captured the headlines lately. 
They've been more along the lines of snap, crackle, 
and pop, not the result of high-impact explosives. 

‘And what of anarchy in the streets? After the 
AFP and PNP have perfected their crowd-control 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


r OPINION 
Political stability urgent for economic progress 


POLITICAL 
TIDBITS А > 


Belinda I" 
Olivares-Cunanan T 


able factors are threatening to upset the market. 
Citicorp opined that the risk on RP bonds has 
been significantly reduced, and that we're much 
better off now than in November 2001. But it 
said certain developments still bear watching, 
such as the second impeachment complaint and 
the transport hikes this July, and yes, the battle 
for Charter change. 

Echoing these investment firms, Romela Beng- 
топ of the Charter Change Advocacy Commission 
and head of its panel for economic amendments, 
said it would be a “big gamble” if constitutional 
changes embody only the economic provisions. This 
could only lead to a boom and bust cycle all over 
again, she said. She was obviously referring to the 
recent proposal by a Senate committee to limit 
amendments to the economic provisions. One only 
has to look at our history of short-lived and erratic 
‘economic policies under our presidental-bicameral 
set-up, where the Executive Branch has to engage in 
intense lobbying and debates with either or both 
chambers of Congress, before any economic bill can 
be passed. This system has hampered our economic 
takeoff so much, unlike that of our neighbors’ par- 

liamentary governments. If we have to push Charter 
change, amending the political system has to come 
first in order to lay the basis of economic stability. 

Russia and RP mark the 30th anniversary of 
their diplomatic relations this month. The Cul- 
tural Center of the Philippines, the Friendship 
Society Philippines-Russia Inc. and the Embassy 
of the Russian Federation have joined hands to 
put up a “Russian Cultural Festival" starting yes- 
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ced efficacy or none atall Worse, they endanger 
lives. 

According to RA 8203 (The Special Law on 
Counterfeit Drugs), counterfeit medicines refer to 
1) the drug itself, or the container or labeling 
thereof or any part of such drug, container, or la- 
beling bearing, without authorization, the trade- 
mark, trade name or other identification mark, or 
imprint or any likeness to that which is owned ог. 
registered in the Bureau of Patent; 

2) a drug product refilled in containers by unau- 
thorized persons ifthe legitimate labels are used; 

3) an unregistered imported drug product, ex- 
cept drugs bought into the country for personal 
use as confirmed and justified by accompanying 
medical records; 

4) drugs that contain no amount of, or a differ- 
ent active ingredient, or less than 80 percent of the 
active ingredient it purports to possess, as distin- 
guished from an adulterated drug, including re- 
duction or less of efficacy due to expiration. 

The first two would seem like stealing of intel- 
Jectual property, much like faking signature jeans. 
Not that this crime should be condoned, but if it 
‘were merely brand-stealing and the essence of the 
product i as good as the genuine one (much like a 
fake Rolex would tell the same time as the genuine 
one), the poor would probably go for the fakes. 

А pedicab driver/handyman told me the other 
day that he buys the medicine of his wife (whom 1 
know and who's recuperating from a stroke) on a 
tingi basis—that is, two pieces at most. After a long 
days work, he passes by a drugstore to buy 
“dalawang piraso lang.” What if he learns about the 
cheaper ones sold somewhere? 
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methods—to be sure, against the usual sources of 
“political noise"—who on earth could still provoke 
mayhem on the streets? 

Enter Sigaw ng Bayan. Earlier this month, its 
spokesperson, Raul Lambino said: “What we are 
seeing now is an initiative from the people who are 
proposing Charter change. If we suppress their ef- 
fort, they might resort to (an) extra-constitutional 
way to attain their political objective." Coming 
from anyone else, such a statement would have 
been branded inflammatory, irresponsible and 
seditious. But since Lambino is who he is, and his 
movement is what it is, the usual standards for 
creasingly restricted political speech most obvious- 
ly do not apply. 

Former President Ramos also hobbled forward 
to make a cameo appearance: he revealed a survey 
showing increased support for amendments, but 
with a twist the French system, which—if memory 
serves—has always been the preference of Speaker 
Jose de Venecia, in contrast to Ramos’ own, more 
purist parliamentary preferences. The price of 
longevity is utter surrender. 

Meanwhile, the President played poker with the 
Senate and the latter folded: incoming Senate 
President Manuel Villar told outgoing Senate Pres- 
ident Franklin Drilon they couldn't pass a budget in 
time. Meaning, the banner of the new Senate lead- 
ership henceforth would be a white flag? Probably 
not. But still, it allowed the Palace to crow victory. 

On behalf of his boss, Executive Secretary Ermi- 
ta rewarded Villar with a public kiss ("There is 
saying in Filipino: А different king, a different arti- 
tude,” the folksy secretary said). Tm sure Judas 


terday to June 18. On this occasion, itis fitting to 
plug the two-volume book, “Personalizing Rus- 
sia (even by those who know her little but love 
her much),” by St. Teresa Joseph Constantino, 
‘OCD, who was known to legions of UP students 
as the legendary Humanities Prof. Josefina D. 
Constantino. Now over 30 years a Carmelite sis- 
ter at the Gilmore Convent, she wrote this book 
based on her two lectures and three conferences 
іп Russia in the mid-1990s. It details in delight- 
ful fashion how God, as she saw it, paved the 
way for her most unusual trip as a religious. She 
was helped and prodded by the late and very 
Marian Jaime Cardinal Sin who made a very 
productive visit to Russia in 1987. 

A''smorgasbord of a book,” as she puts it, "Person- 
alizing Russia" has something for all kinds of read- 
ers. As US-based Filipino Prof. Raul Lejano, a doctor. 
іп environmental engineering, the first permanent 
faculty at UCLA and former visiting professor at the 
‘Massachusetts Institute of Technology, put it, “I read 
it like a spiritual scrapbook, in the best sense.” Lejano 
found the muris “evocation of the monastic tradition 
іп Russia and the astounding notion that the hope of. 
Russia might lie deep in the recesses of its monaster- 
ies where truth was kept alive like a firebrand in the 
midst of sweeping materialism.” There's enough of 
the “heavy stuff” in the second volume, e.g., what 
caused the collapse of the Soviet Empire and 
brought the end of Communism. But what captivat- 
ей Lejano are the little stories Constantino liberally 
sprinkled all over the book: "waiting at the train sta- 
боп, sitting in the train with two drunken men, find- 
ing yourself in front of the Bogo Mater, and others." 

‘As for me, I liked her myriad kwento about Rus- 
sia that show a seemingly impregnable faith from 
beginning to end: her meeting with Blessed Mother 
‘Teresa in St. Petersburg, her interaction with Or- 
thodox nuns and leaders, and even just finding her 
way around Moscow. I bring these two volumes 
with me in the car and, when caught by traffic, I 
just pick up where I left off. Get your copy of these 
two volumes at only Р600 at the Carmelite 
Monastery 4 Gilmore St., Quezon City 


Fake drugs could kill 


Number 4 (less than 80-percent active ingredi- 
ent) is the one that could be life-threatening. 

The Bureau of Food and Drugs has initiated 
once again a nationwide campaign against coun- 
terfeit drugs. There have been buy-bust operations 
and closure orders of drugstore selling fakes. How 
long will this zeal last? 

Tve been seeing TV info-ads on counterfeit 
drugs, and how citizens could help curb the illegal 
activities the past weeks. Alas, the words and 
numbers on screen go so fast, one wonders 
whether the viewers could catch them at all. So 
here is the toll-free hotline that you can call to re- 
port a counterfeit or а counterfeiter: 1-800-10- 
FAKEMED. 

The Coalition Against Counterfeit Medicines is 
among those behind the awareness campaign. It 
encourages people to be more vigilant so that drug 
stores would sell only the real thing. It calls on the 
government to enforce the laws, and on lawmak- 
ers to even tighten the laws against counterfeiters. 

The 12 members of the coalition are the health, 
Justice, and trade and industry departments, 
Philippine Medical Association, Drugstores Associ- 
ation of the Philippines, Mercury Drug Corp., Wat- 
son's, Zuellig Pharma, Pfizer, Philippine Pharma- 
ceutical Association, GMA-7 and the Philippine 
Daily Inquirer. 

How to tell a fake? A suspected counterfeit has 
these telltale signs: the appearance of the packag- 
ing or the medicine itself is different from the reg- 
istered product. The printing on the packaging is 
somewhat blurred or of poor quality. There is no 
expiration date, lot or batch numbers. In some cas- 
es lot or batch numbers are excessively repeated. 
Тһе brand name is larger than the generic name. 
‘The authenticity indicators such as holograms and 
tamper-evident seals are not always reliable as the 
counterfeiters can replicate these. 

1 just hope the campaign to separate the gen- 
vine branded drugs from the fakes Goes not kill the 
generic drugs and their manufacturers. 1 hope it 
does not put fear and doubt in the hearts of gener- 
ic drug users who cannot afford the brand names. 

Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


smooched Jesus with equal aplomb. Villar sadly 
embarked on his stewardship of the Senate with 
the presidential kiss of death. Whether he wanted 
itor not, it was precisely how the Palace wanted it: 
divide, and you conquer. 

Seeing the President rain on Drilon's farewell 
parade while showering fatal affection on Villars 
elevation, Lambino came back on stage. Focusing 
оп the House's rejection of Senate's efforts to reach 
a compromise on amendments, Lambino grum- 
bled, "Where is the sense of urgency in pushing 
Charter change if it took them two weeks to sit 
down for the second time, and now take another 
two months to meet again and discuss an all-oo- 
pressing issue [such] as constitutional reforms?" 

He also said: “Nine million of our people have 
seen such an urgency in signing up for the people's 
initiative in just two months .. but our honorable 
legislators chose to take their own sweet time in 
taking decisive steps to erase the chronic gridlocks 
that have long shackled growth and develop- 
ment." (Marcos had Lucky No. 7 as his trademark, 
Lambino relies on a Lucky No. 9.) 

‘And the Palace ministerium for propaganda and 
enlightenment (no Goebbels, but lots of goblins) 
began trumpeting that it would be “all or nothing,” 
and the "peoples initiative" had its full support. 
Lambino came forward to complain: only San Juan 
and Makati City were holding up their efforts to for- 
mally demand a referendum. The President intoned 
a benediction on her faithful acolytes on Indepen- 
dence Day, where they were exorcised of the demon 
of fear (after all, the President had been less than 
warm to them after she tried to simulate coopera- 
Чоп with the Senate at the Ledac meeting in May). 

Secretary Gabby Claudio handed down the ulti- 
matum: Congress as constituent assembly soon, 
orwell, Lambing's said ita revolt. Prevent an- 
archy at all costs, at whatever price, even if the 
price is the temporary abolition of Congress itself. 
Local government officials, freed of the need to run. 
for office in 2007, could then devote themselves to 
organizing the “ratification” of a new, Palace-writ- 
ten, constitution. Today's revolution: autocracy. 
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Uncertainty 


ОМ MY WAY HOME FROM WORK ONE NIGHT, I ТООК 
the FX as always. Iwas the only passenger. And I immediate- 
ly noticed that occupying the front seat were the driver, his, 
wife and their three children, 

It was not the first time I saw a driver bring his entire 
family with him. What really caught my attention was th 
drivers mood. It was around 8:30 p.m., and passengers 
seemed hard to find. 

1 heard the driver 
sigh: 
“Haaay...buhay...pag 
inaalat ka nga na- 
man (Life really 
sucks when you run 
out of luck). 

Then his oldest 
son, who was seated 
beside him, repeat- 
ed his the exact 
same words. At the E! 
age of 7 or В years, he already seemed to understand e 
meaning of those words, if the conviction he put behind 
them was anything to go by. sM 

Then it struck me: How does an 8-year old react to sitir, 
tions like this? Does he fret that there wont be enough kia 
(income) for his father to buy enough food on the table for 
the entire family or an extra toy or shirt? Or does he just dé 
cept it as a fact of life like an adult? And how does a family 
of five survive on the meager income of a taxi driver who 
only gets to take home what is left of his earnings after фе 
boundary and the expenses for gasoline are deducted? |, 

Tbegan to wonder: Is this the right environment to raise 
a child? Is it all right to expose him to the harsh realities 
poverty? im 

That set me off to comparing my family of three to the, 
driver's family of five. i 

I have a daughter who is 2 now years old. I сап consider 
жит ісі by armel Бадана. My inabana кад 
have a steady income. We're not rich, but we're all healthy. 
‘And we owe nobody some money. But still there are times, 
when we get frustrated. There are times when we feel 
we're not earning enough, or we cannot save enough fram 
‘what we earn. There аге moments when, like the driver 
and his family, we feel that Lady Luck is not on our side. 7%: 

In times like this, my husband and I would start our end 
less discussion about emigrating and working abroad. My 
parents are already there, but we have to wait 15 years bg» 
fore we can join them legally if we bank on their petition. 
That's too long a wait for us. We feel restless most of е 
time. We think that we need to get ош of this country, and 
that we must do it while we're still young and there arg 
plenty of opportunities open for us. : 

But | think the real reason we want to leave is that We. 
don't want our 2-year-old daughter to be exposed to the 
kind of environment in which we are living now. We doiit 
want her to see poverty and what it does to families, and 
how it debases the children. We dread hearing her ask.us 
one day why street children have to knock on our car win 
dows begging for money. And we dread even more the 
chance that she would hear the curses being thrown at us 
if we refuse to open a window and hand over a peso dt 
two. 

We don’t want her to see fathers, mothers and childrety 
sniffing rugby in open daylight for everyone to see. We 
don't want her to see children as young as 2 years forced t 
sell sampaguitas or rags in the street. We don’t want her te 
see children who, instead of studying in school or playing 
in the shade, must try to earn a living under the heat of the 
sun or drenched by the pouring rain. 1 

Like any parent, we want what is best for our daughter, 
‘And that means first of all living in a country which takes 
care of its people. We want her to grow up in an environ- 
ment where people matter more than anything. We want 
her to grow up imbibing the values of honesty, integrity and. 
discipline. аў 

Of course, she сап be taught these values at home. Byt 
reality is out there. We can't control what she will see and 
hear outside our home. And with the kind of society that 
we have, I don't feel I can expose my daughter to the real 
world, 

When arrived home that night, I looked at my daughter. 
as she welcomed me with a wide smile on her face, J 
thought her smile was to chase away all my frustration’ 
and fears. I looked at all her toys scattered on the floor, and 
Iwas reminded of the FX driver's three kids who probably 
fight over which of them will get to play their favorite toy. I 
looked at her and 1 thought I could never wipe that happy 
and innocent smile from her sweet face. 5 

1 have always dreamed about this country becomíhy 
great someday. Гуе always pictured myself growing old 
here and waiting to see it happen. Most of our friends һауе 
gone to some foreign lands with their families. But muchas, 
T want to jump on the bandwagon, something always holds 
me back. Idon't want to give up my hopes for my country. } 
still want to do my part as а citizen of this land. j 

1 want my daughter to grow up a Filipino in heart and. 
mind. 1 know that if my husband and I would instill he 
right values in her, someday she will make a difference in. 
our sociery. E 

When I look into my daughter's eyes, I see a brighter Ai? 
ture and a whole new world of opportunities. But 1 jus 
can't see it happening here, not in this kind of environ: 
ment. And not now when everything seems to be uncer, 
tain. 

i 


Heidi Santos-Demaisip, 27, works as a field reporter fó? 
АВС5. i 


YouNc BLOOD i 


Heidi Santos-Demaisip. 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are (һей; 
thoughts om current issues? We 
welcome contributions from i 
twentysomething and below.—Ed 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: -| 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
excoin.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 


Manufactured charges 

"What's wrong with this government is that it lets 
loose legal nincompoops in the Inter-Agency Legal Ac- 
tion Group, led by the biggest legal ignoramus (Nation- 
al Security Adviser Norberto) Bert Gonzales, to manu- 
facture a rebellion case against us.” 
Ports Rep. Satur Ocampo 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID. 


ACQUISITION OF NETWORK EQUIPMENT 
[Approved Budgst Frics of Bia 
‘ar the Contract Documents 
(ABC) & Source 
of Fund. 
982000010. 
Hardware 
Component) 


capex: 
Network падт 


Project 
Description 


Conference. 
Gr Bias 


uy 14, 
E 
230 pm. 


"Supply, delivery 
4 configuration 
of nine (9) units 
Gore Routers 
for LAN 
implementation. 
fequiremonts of 
55 hub 
Branches 


му оз, 
E^] 
2:00 pm. 


5,000.00 


"Sarvice) 


орех-мт 
Computer 
Equipment 

Р1.830,00000 


Supply & 
delivery of 82 
"units Closed 
(уге Equipment 
Rack 


Juy 33. 
ов 
230 pm. 


Tuy 14; 
2006. 
3:00 рт. 


Lr 


CAPEX - 
Network 
equipment 


+. Bida received їп excess of 
К 

The SSS now inves Bids from өй bidders for ihe proposed acquisition of 
Dove equipment. Supply and installation of the GOODS are 
‘nity (30) calendar days aller contract signingiecelpl of 
{РО}. Tha descnplion of an eligible Bidder is contained in 

Socton il of the Bidding Documents, Instruction to Bidders (Т8). 
Bidding wil be conducted through open competive bidding procedures using 
mon-discrellonary passif crtria as specified In the Implementing Rules 
and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (RA. 9184). olenrse 
Known as the "Government Procurement Reform Acl and Is restricted to 
Fino chtzenslsole propretorsps. organizations wih at least sity percent 
(eU) interest or outstanding capital stock belonging to citizens of the 
hippies, and la ciizens or organizations of а counry the laws or reguations 
of which grant similar rights or privileges to Filipino citizens. pursuant to 


ABE shall be automatically rejected at bid 


Documents, ITB. T 
Movance 10 the postquelicallon stage Im order lo finally determine 
Tesponslvenoss of the bid to technical and financial requirements of the 
project. The contract shall hon bo awarded lo 
Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was delermined ss such during 
qualification procedure. 
Interested Bidders may obtain futher Information (от the SOCIAL SECURITY 
SYSTEM end inspect the Bidding Documents atthe address gen below from 
Monday to Friday. 8.00 am. to 5.00 p. 
А comple sel of Bidding Documents may be purchased by Interested Bidders 
ftom tne adóress below and upon payment of а non-retundabie fee. The 
Heed of payment wil be on a cash basis payable at the SSS Cashiering 
Department, ESS Main Big.. Ground Noor. upon accomplishment of SSS 
Form п.б. The Bidding Documents shall be received personally by the 
prospective Bidder or Ма authorized representative. 
‘The Pre-Sid Conference shall be held st the Groen Room, 12" Fler, SSS Main 
Bldg. East Avenue, Oilman, Quezon City. 

id оры requirements must be delivered at the Green Room. 12° 
Floor. 985 Main Bulging on the desino specified above. Al Bids must be 
Sccoinpanied by a Bid security In the form and amount indicated In the Bid 
Tander Documents. Late Bids shall not be accepted 
Bid opening shell be held at ho Groon Room. 12" Floor, SSS Main Бр. East 
"Avenue, Duman. Quezon Слу. Bids wil bs opened in the presence ot he 
Bisora representatives who choose to atland al the given address 
The SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM reserves ine right to accept ог reject any 
Bid, fo annui the bidding process, and fo reject ай Bids at any Umo prior to 
Sonirsct award. without thereby incurring any паыту to the affected Bidder or 
Bidders 
Bid and Awards Committee 

fo Secretar 
в” Floor, SSS Main Вама 
Eost Avenue, Dilman. Quazon City 
Tel 4 922.2091; 924-7380; 820-8401 local 5491 
Emal = baeg@ess.gov ph 
Facsimile number ~ (02) 924-7380 
THE CHAIRMAN 
BIDS а AWARDS COMMITTEE 


National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


Dato: June 12, 2006 
Loan No.: CALYON 
‘Contract No. 506 NPTBP.V-0073 
The National Power Corporation (NPC) as received a loan from the Buyer's 
Credit Faclity arranged by CALYON through a Master Credit Arrangement 
for Northern Panay Project and itis intended that рап ol the proceeds ol ths 
loan wil be applied to eigble payments under the contract Survey, Design, 
Supply of Materials/Equipment and Erection/Installation and 
Commissioning of Northern Panay 13869kV Transmission Backbone 
Project. 
Bidders if not a manufacturer shali purchase the equipment and materials trom 
чекде source countries isted in the Calyon's Buyers Credit Расму (United 
States, Austria, Belgium, England, Denmark, South Korea, Netherlands, France. 
Germany, Haly. Span, Sweden, Switzerland) and all expenditures for the plant 
and equipment mader under the Contract wil be lmted to such plant and 
‘equipment. 
‘The National Transmission Corporation (TRANSCO) administering the 
implementation of he said project, now ites sealed bids from eile bidders. 
forthe: 
Survey, Design, Supply of Materials‘Equlpment and Erection/instalation 
and Commissioning of Northern Panay 13859КУ Transmission Backbone 
Project. 
‘Bidders may obtain further information from and inspect and acquire the bidding 
documents at the Office of the Manager, Bids and Contracts Management 
Department, Ground Floor, Power Center, Natonal Transmission COrporaton. 
Quezon Avenue corner BIR Road, Ойтал, Quezon City, Metro Mania, 
Telephone No.: 981-2212, 981-2213, 981-4652: Telefax No. 921-23-08. 
‘A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by interested eligible 
bidders starting June 14, 2006 upon submission ol а writen application tothe 
above office, and upon payment ol а non-refundable fee o Forty Thousand 
Pesos (PHP 40,000.00). 
‘Atwo-envelope bidding procedure will be adopted. Bidders are to submit 
‘simultaneously two (2)-зезіей envelopes, one (1) contaming the technical 
proposal and one (1) conianng the расе proposal. Intally ony the technical 
proposals wil be opened. Technical proposals which are submited by non- 
гаме bidders or which are not substantially responsive wil be rejected. The 
‘substantially responsive technical proposals that have been submited by 
qualfied bidders are discussed wih the bidders andthe bidders are requested 
{or full compliance, The bidders may or may not submit a supplementary price 
proposal, which contain the changes in price resulting from the discussed 
changes іп the technical proposals. The original price proposal and the 
Supplementary poce proposal are opened simultaneously n pubic. 
Ali bds must be accompaned by a bid security o 
‘One Hundred Seventy Six Thousand Two Hundred Seven US Dollars 
(USS176,207.00) 
The bid security must be included in the technical proposal. 
Pre Conference shall be conducted on July 25, 2006. 
‘The deadline for the submission of bids wil be on August 12. 2006 at 1:30 PM. 
al the alorementioned address. Lale submissions wil be rejected. 
‘The technical proposals together wilh the bd securty willbe opened immediately 
ıherealler in the presence ol bidders representatives who choose to attend. 
The price proposals will be opened in the presence of the bidder's 
representatives who choose o attend at the ume and date and at the address to 
be advised by the Employer aher approval ofthe evaluation ofthe technical. 
proposals. 
9. Thetotal contract duration or the projects 450 calendar days. 
“TRANSCO reserves he ight to reject any or ай Ва without ойепп any reaons, 
waive any requred оттайу therein and to make an award lo the beer whose 
proposals most advantageous lo the government. 
|. All communications shall be addressed to the Chairman, Bids and Awards 
Commitee at alorementoned address. 
(694) GUILLERMO R. REDOBLADO 
Charman 


Bids and Awards Commitee 
POL June 18,228 29,2000) 
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OPINION 
AFP unfairly blamed for spate of killings 


WE VIEW WITH GRAVE CONCERN AND 
share the serious apprehension of the citizens 
of this country over the series of killings that 
Commission on Human Rights Chair Purifica- 
cion Quisimbing said constitutes a “pattern of 
impunity” 

We take exception to the unfair and rash 
statement that conveniently points to the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines as particularly 
responsible for these executions. While the 
government remains duty-bound to protect 
human rights, the AFP—as an agent of govern- 
ment—should not be hastily accused of crimes 
that are yet to be investigated. 

The AFP has taken strong measures in up- 
holding human rights and has institutional- 
ized certain measures to promote the Interna- 
tional Humanitarian Law. The AFP leadership 
has even integrated human rights and interna- 
tional humanitarian law courses in military 


schoolings at all levels. Soldiers are properly 
briefed and oriented each time a military oper- 
ation is conducted. 

‘The spate of killings is a valid and legitimate 
cause for alarm, and the AFP fully supports 
and cooperates with the Philippine National 
Police in solving these crimes. While some un- 
scrupulous individuals and groups are quick to 
put down the AFP and the PNR it is lamentable 
that we tend to be soft on the Communist Party 
of the Philippines/New People's Army hierar- 
chy and members. Unfortunately, these groups 
have conveniently used the media in advanc- 
ing their malicious intents. 

Records show that the CPP/NPA has en- 
gaged in vicious, cruel, ruthless, systematic 
killings—on orders of its high command—of 
its own people at the slightest suspicion. Ironi- 
cally, these condemnable acts do not get the 
same level of condemnation from peace-loving 


Commercial aquaculture: profits 
don’t pay for environment loss? 


WE THANK JUAN MERCADO FOR HIS 
informative column on the “Fish meal trap.” 
(PDI, 5/23/06) 

It is precisely because of the fish meal trap. 
that we in Tambuyog regard intensive aqua- 
culture as unsustainable. Aquaculture is 
causing the massive overfishing of “trash 
fishes” to satisfy the growing demand for fish 
meal. 

Besides, intensive brackish water aquacul- 
ture is largely to blame for the 75-percent de- 
struction of the  counuys mangrove 
forests—from more than 400,000 hectares in 
the 1960s to only 117,000 hectares at present. 

Besides, overstocking and overfeeding, es- 
pecially in fish cages, have resulted in water 
pollution and fish kills. 

What fuels intensive (or commercial) 
aquaculture is the increasing demand in the 
world market for farmed fish. Ironically, mar- 
Кес demand in rich countries such as the 
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have а picture perfect day with him, 
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United States and Japan has made farmed 
fish too expensive for the majority of Fil- 
pinos. The price of export-grade sugpo, for 
example, is easily five or six times that of 
galunggong. 

Thus, we need to reexamine the long-term 
cost and benefit of intensive aquaculture pro- 
duction for export. We may find out that the 
dollar profits are not worth the costs of long- 
term environmental destruction. 

Finally, the excesses of aquaculture can be 
checked only if communities in coastal areas 
will have primary rights on the use of the 
coastal resources, over and above the profit 
motive of aquaculture investors. 

—IAIMEESCOBERJR., 
information officer, 

Tambuyog Development Center, 
91V Luna Road Extension, 
Sikatuna Village, 

Quezon City 1100 
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citizens and 
groups. 
Let us be E 
fairandievus LETTERS = 
refrain from = 
issuing hasty б 
generalizations 
and sweeping state- 
ments that unfairly demean the credibility 
and reputation of the noble men and women 
who have given up the comfort of life to 
serve the country. Give the AFP the respect it 
deserves; for after all, even soldiers have 
been victims of such crimes. 
—TRISTAN М. KISON, 
colonel (GSC) PA, chief, 
Public Information Office, 
Armed Forces of the Philippines, 
Camp Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo, 
Quezon City 


Time to get angry 


CONRADO DE QUIROS, IN TWO COLUMNS 
(PDI, 5/25/06, 5/30/06) asked "When are we 
going to get angry at this?" The columns gives 
a very disturbing picture of the true state of the 
nation today. The madness, according to him, 
has gone on long enough: the two Gonzalezes 
(Norberto and Raul) have gone crazy in their 
anti-communist hysteria, promoting the 
wholesale murder of pastors, church workers, 
militant community organizers and journal- 
ists, most of them identified with Bayan Muna 
and the radical Left. This is martial law all over. 
again! Even worse! This is state terrorism. 
When are we going to get angry at this? 

Christ got angry when He saw the temple, 
His Father's house, desecrated and made into a 
robbers’ den. After His resurrection, He made 
the whole world His Fathers house and the 
people His Body. We don't have to be a rabid 
Catholic—De Quiros isn’t—in order to see how 
the world and the Body of Christ is being dese- 
crated today. Why can't we get angry enough 
and drive out those Gonzalezes and Palparans 

and, yes, Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo herself, 
out of our govem- 
ment today? They 
have made our house 
into a robbers’ den. 
What is more 
frightening than to 
see us Christians pass 
by those “corpses” 
that litter our pave- 
ment every day, and 
all we do is just shrug 
ош shoulder. 1 am of 
опе mind with De 
Quiros’ prophetic 
words. 
—ARNOLD VAN VUGT, 
Horeb Center, 
Cagayan de Oro City 


Daroy's 
cartoons 


1JUST WANT TO EX- 
press my appreciation 
for the consistently 
excellent cartoons of 
Gilbert Daroy in the 
моля editorial 
section. He has the 
talent to present in а 
very pointed and sub- 
tle way current issues 
of great significance 
and interest to our 
country. 

His talent adds 
prestige to INQUIRENS 
already outstanding 
editorial section and 
the newspaper can 
count on my continu- 
ing patronage. 

‘JUN SALVADOR, 
Tower One 

& Exchange Plaza, 
Ayala Triangle, 
Ayala Avenue, 
1226 Makati City 


IF you have any 
complaints, 
grievances or sug- 
gestions — about 
the treatment of 
news and photos 
by the Inquirer, 
you may write to 
the Reader Ad- 
vocate, Philippine 
Daily Inquirer 
Chino Roces Av- 
enue, corner 
Yogue and Mas- 
cardo Streets, 
City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 
897-4793, 897- 
4794, or етай 
readersadvo- 
cate@ inquir- 
excom.ph 
Writers of lét- 
ters to the editor 
are requested to 
include their 
complete address 
and telephone or 
pager number or 
e-mail address for 
verification pur- 
poses. The Inguir- 
er will not publish 
any letter unless 
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such information 
is supplied. 


‘THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2006 


E-mail: pr_provincial_news@Inquirer.com.ph 


Editor Jun Bandayrel 
Bureau Chief Floreiio б. Solmirano 


ACROSS THE NATION 


INQUIRER Southern Luzon 


Laki Iwan: Mangyan, philanthropist’ 


By Madonna T. Virola. 
San Jose, Occidental Mindoro 


ONG after his death on March. 

21, Laki Iwan de Jesus, a 

Buhid Mangyan, is remem- 
bered by the community of Sitio 
Danlog, Barangay Monteclaro in 
San Jose town, Occidental Min- 
doro for the parcels of land he do- 
nated to different schools that he 
hoped would ensure the education 
ofthe next Mangyan generations. 

One of the schools, the Puaralang Mangyan 
ma Angkop sa Kulturang Aalagaan (Pamana 
Ка), has grown in terms of student population 
and facilities, 

When Laki Iwan saw the high school's pro- 
gram, he offered to sign a document to ensure. 
that the land would not be taken back by his 
family and relatives who had earlier agreed on. 
thedonation. 

“It was funny because Laki Iwan was the one 
who realized the need for the document and not 
us who are called literates,” said 5: Aristea 
"Thea" Bautista of the Franciscan Missionaries of 
Mary director of Pamana Ка. 

Laki Iwan had never gone to school, but his 
donation has left а deep imprint on Danlog, 
which can be reached by crossing rivers during 
the rainy season, or about an hour of travel from 
the town proper during the dry season. 

According to customary laws, a land tiller un. 
der the ancestral domain law has the right to the 
land and may donate it, according to Fr. Rod 
Salazar, director of the Mangyan Mission in the 
province. 


Revered 

Before he died, Laki Iwan was deemed the 
oldest member of the community. Danlog folk 
believed he could have been more than 90 
years old because of the prewar stories he had 
related, like when he bartered bananas for 
‘American canned goods. 

The revered elder had five children. His 
wife, Darag de Jesus, died of tuberculosis 10 
years ago. 

His three surviving children are Lay-ot 
Gana, Lubad de Jesus and Bacay de Jesus. 

Lay-ot, the son of Darag and her first hus- 
band, said Laki Iwan continued to plant and 
share his produce with his children and 
grandchildren, even after the death of his 
wife. 

He has more than 80 grandchildren and 
great grandchildren, and he used to tell them 
“mag-aral mabuti para din sa inyo at para 
makatulong sa tribo (Study well for your 
tribe's future and your own).” 

‘Among clan members, Laki Iwan is a leg- 
end for his boundless generosity. They re- 
counted that he stocked food from his kaingin 
Just to give away to those who needed it. 

“Не would always give us bananas for food 
and when he had none to give, he would say 
"sorry" said а grandchild. 

Another grandchild noted how he was 
known for keeping his word. "He had palabra 
de honor,” he fondly remembered. 


Calendar 

Laki Iwan once told students of Pamana Ka in 
Filipino: "I didn't go to school but I am giving 
you the chance to enter school.” 

‘The high school had just graduated 10 
Mangyan students, with seven of them going to 
a college in town. Six of the graduates plan to 
take up education and one will pursue an ac- 
counting course. 

"Three of the graduates have applied to Pa- 
mulaan, the first indigenous peoples college in 
Davao City said Sister Thea. 

This school year, which will open in Septem- 
ber, Pamana Ka expects an enrollment of 43 stu- 
dents, including five Alangan Mangyan. “1 have a 
complete set of second-liners,” said Sister Thea. 

"The school year follows the planting calendar. 
Classes end in June and school break is from July 
to August, which are deemed planting months. 
їп the regular school calendar the period is 
equivalent to the April-May vacation period. 

At first, Laki Iwan donated land for the site 
of the Danlog community, He consulted his 
children on giving up more pieces of his land 
for school sites, 

From 1999 to 2002, the benefactor, who al- 
so served as barangay chair, donated patches 
of his kaingin to a school and would bring his 
produce of vegetables, buri, bamboo and ba- 
nanas to the place 

‘The gurangon or old man also lent another 
piece of land for the Practical Arts subject 
called Kaingin of Pamana Ka. The fruits of the 
land went back to the students. 

“As he ensured education for all generations, 
he was named "Ninuno ng Katutubong Pagkaru- 
to’ (Father of Indigenous Studies) on April 7 
and Pamana Ka's school's library was launched 
and named after him," said Sister Thea, 

His betel grinder, consisting of a bamboo and 
a piece of metal encased in a glass container, was 
displayed in front of the concrete library 

His grandchildren love to say how Laki Iwan 
could carry 100 bananas, a big piece of bamboo, 
‘or more than 60 kilos of cogon ata time, even as 
he worked on his kaingin all дау. 

“We cried when news of lolo's death came 
because he was still strong,” they said. 

‘At about 8 a.m. оп March 21, Laki Iwan 
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yas seen going around the community and 
looking for betel nut or lunang. 

At around 3 p.m., Agmiraw Inungan, а 
Mangyan, found the white-haired man lying 
on the ground after he was seen walking in 
the Tialag spring and munching "chichiria" 
(snack foods). He had bruises on the forehead 
and his slippers were stuck in a grassy area. 

Laki Iwan met the accident at around noon. 
As part of the tradition, family members, rela- 
tives and friends brought the body directly to 
the cemetery in Liphan at around 8 p.m. 

But for the Danlog folk and all who came to 
visit the place, the seeds he has planted will 
bear fruits for generations to come. 


Mangyan 
high school. 
students 
enrol at the 
Pamana Ka 
that follows 
the planting 
season. 
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ARTPETRON 


6th National Student 
Art Competition 


The painting/photography competition is open to all Filipino 
college students and students of art/photography whether in a 
university program or a tutorial or museum-based painting or 
photography class. Age bracket of participants is limited to 15-28 
years old only. 


Application forms are available from all colleges, universities, 
participating Petron Service Centers, bulk plants and offices nationwide, 
or at the Project Secretariat c/o Studio 5 Designs, 28 Paseo de Roxas 
corner Jupiter St., Bel-Air Village, Makati City. Telephone numbers 
2768909318 078953975. A downloadable application form is available 
at our website: www.artpetron.com. 


WATERCOLOR/W ATER-BASED MEDIA 
+ The surface to be used for this category must be watercolor paper or 
illustration board. 
+ Thesize of theartwork must not be more than 4 ft. x4 ft. (unframed), 
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ARTPETRON 
6th Natlonal Student Art Competition 


OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM 
NAME | 
HOME ADDRESS: |. 


тако; 
EMAIL: 

AGE: GENDER: 
COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/ OTHERS: 
COURSE/ DEGREE: _ 

SCHOOL ADDRESS: 


FAX: 


OMA: — FEMALE 


24 


PETRON 


TEL.NO: 


Painting & Photography Competition ‘x; 


With the theme Alay sa Sining Pinoy (Diwa ng Pagkatuto), ArtPetron features folk and indigenous arts in 
recognition of the creativity and sense of community of Filipinos. Focus isonthe collective expression ofa cultural 
community such as the Ifugaos, T'boli, Bagobo, or Maranao, or a particular town like Betis, Vigan, Cebu, Bacolod. 
Emphasis is on the intricacy of the design or the uniqueness of the artform by artists/artisans who are mostly self- 
taughtand are dictated by a commitment to preserve theircommunity or town’s identity and culture. 


The rediscovery of our arts is recapturing our soul as Filipinos. With our textile, sculptures, pottery, baskets and 
mats taking center stage, we honor our ancestors and appreciate our artistic roots. 


On/Acryiic 


BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHY 


Submit entries to Petron bulk plants (deadline is Aug. 3, 200 
Project Secretariat c/o Studio s Designs (deadline is Aug. 10, 2006). Entries 
sent to the Project Secretariat via the standard registered package or by 
courier must be postmarked July 1, 2006. 
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inet Bee 


Deadline: Aug. 10, 2006 


се Бал адалы, 


+ The surface to be used for this category must either be canvas, 
canvas paper or wood. 
+ The size of the artwork must not be more than 4 ft. x 4 ft. (uframed). 


+ The size of the artwork must not be smaller than 8 in. x 10 In. and 
must not exceed 10 in. x 15 in, (unframed). 
Allentries must be original and must have been photographed after 
February 28, 2005, They must not have been previously exhibited 
or awarded a prize in another contest, corrected, or manipulated 
in any post production activity. Entrants must declare the type of 
camera used. Digital photography is allowed. Filters may be used. 


rto the 


4 
A total of Php730,000 cash prizes await 


talented winners: 


+ Six (6) first prize winners (three (3) from each 
Painting Category) will receive Рһр50,000 and a 
trophy madeby National Artistand Chairmanofthe 
Art Petron Board of Judges Napoleon V. Abueva. 
Six (6) runners-up (three (3) from each Painting 
Category) will receive Php20,000 each and an 
ArtPetron trophy. 

‘The Photography Category will have six (6) first 
prize winners who will receive Php30,000 each and 
an ArtPetron trophy. 
Six (6) runners-up will receive Php15,000 each and 
an ArtPetron trophy. 


For full details and contest forms, please go to your nearest Petron 
service station or call the office of the Project Secretariat or download an 
application form at WWW.artpetron.com. 
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ByDJ Yap 


MASBATE GOV. ANTO- 
niio Kho was cleared of 
charges he mastermind- 
éd the murder of politi- 
cal rival Tito Espinosa, a 
former congressman. 

Kho, with two others, was acquit- 
ted yesterday of Espinosa's murder 
by a Quezon City court that found 
insufficient evidence to link the for- 
mer congressman to the crime. 

But Blas Rosario, the gunman 
who had implicated Kho only to re- 
tract later was found guilty and sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment by 
Judge Ma, Theresa Yadao of Quezon 
City Regional Trial Court Branch 81. 

He was also ordered to pay 
500,000 in damages and P50,000 
in indemnity to Espinosa's heirs. 

1n a 25-page decision, Yadao said 
the prosecution presented only cir- 
‘cumstantial evidence and failed to 
show direct proof connecting Kho 
and his co-accused Roberto Pidlaoan 
and Amel Quidato tothe murder 

"The decision covered only four of 
the original nine accused, which had 
induded former Uzbitondo, Pan- 
gasinan mayor Rogelio Soriano and 
former Uson, Masbate mayor Nelson 
Lim, who died on Jan. 17, 2006 and 
Now 11, 2003, respectively. 

‘The rest of the accused, Tirso 
Tamondong and Jacinto Ramos, 
have not been caught, while one 
unidentified suspect was never 
identified and arrested. 


SUERTRES 
, 49 
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Court records showed that Es- 
pinosa, then representative of 
Masbates first district, маз 
aboard a red Ferosa, cruising 
along Commonwealth Avenue 
near IBP Road in the early evening 
of Feb. 28, 1995 when he was shot 
by an assailant in an ambush. 

He was rushed to the Malvar 
General Hospital but he died 
while being prepared for an 
emergency operation. 

Just before his death, however, he 
told his nephew: “Misel, ang may 
kagagawan nito si (the ones who did 
it were) Congressman Kho, Mayor 
Nestor Lim and Susana Lim.” 

Оп March 2, police arrested 
Rosario in Quezon City on a separate 
murder charge, but investigators no- 
ticed his striking resemblance to 
sketches of Espinosds gunman, 
based on eyewitness accounts. 

The next day, Rosario, who was 
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ESPINOSA 


positively identified by witnesses as 
Espinosa’skilles signed an extraju- 
dicial confession admitting to shoot- 
ing and kiling the congressman, on. 
the orders of Soriano and Lim. 

He said he had met with the 
two, who were accompanied by 
Pidlaoan and Tamondong, on Feb. 
10or 11 ina restaurant on Quezon 
‘Avenue. Rosario also narrated how 
Espinosa's killing was carried out. 

Pidlaoan, who was arrested as a 
result of Rosario's confession, also 
executed an extra judicial confes- 
sion in which he admitted to his 
role in the murder, being Soriano's 
henchman. He would later recant 
his statement and say that he had 
been tortured into making it, а 
charge Yadao found credible, since 
he had torture marks on him. 

On March 13, Rosario signed a sec- 
ond extr judicial confession, this time 
implicating Kho, who was then repre- 


sentative of Masbate's third district, 
and his police bodyguard Quidato. 
But for his defense, Rosario re- 
tracted both confessions, saying he 
had been tortured by his arresting 
officers. He said he had not known. 


Yadao, however, said there was 
direct evidence linking Rosario to 
the murder. 

Before the decision was handed 
ош, Rosario had already been 
spending a Ше term at the National 
Bilibid Prison in Muntinlupa for a 
separate murder conviction meted 
by a Dagupan City court, while Pid- 
loan was under detention at 
Camp Bagong Diwa in Taguig City. 

Both Kho and Quidato were 
outon bail. 

Rep. Narciso Bravo Jt. (Ist district, 
Masbate), son-in-law of the late for- 
mer congressman Tito Espinosa, 
said the family was disappointed. 

“Justice was not served,” Bravo 
said as һе wondered why the 
gunman, who had no reason to 
kill the former congressman, was 
convicted when the alleged co- 
conspirators were acquitted. 

He said the judge's reason for 
the acquittal of the gunman's co- 
conspirators was very shallow. 

“We were sad but we cannot do 
anything. We till believe in the justice 
system of the country” Bravo said. 

“Many have died in Masbate, 
ironically ай politcal adversaries of 
(Gov. Antonio) Kho. The case could 
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WHAT WENT BEFORE 


FEB, 28, 1995—Masbate Rep. Tito Espinosa Is ambushed by two gunmen 
when his vehicle stopped at а red light at the intersection of Common- 
wealth Avenue and Batasan Road in Quezon City. Не dies two hours later at 
the Malvar General Hospital on Commonwealth Avenue. 
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MARCH 1995—A sketch based on the description of witnesses leads to 
the arrest о! alleged hit man Blas Rosario. In a testimony before a Quezon 
City prosecutor, Rosario implicates then Masbate third district Rep. Anto- 
nio Kho as the mastermind; Mayor Rogelio Soriano of Urbiztondo, Pan- 
gasinan; Mayor Nestor Lim of Uson, Masbate; Roberto Pldlaoan and Tirso 
Tomandong, alleged back ups; SPO2 Arnel Quidato, Kho's bodyguard; POS 
Jacinto Ramos, Soriano's bodyguard; and "Jun," alleged driver of the get- 
away vehicle 


MAY 31, 1995— Murder charges are filed against the nine suspects at the 
‘Quezon City Regional Trial Court. 


JUNE 8, 1995—kho and Quidato surrender to Quezon City Judge Maximi- 
апо Asuncion a day after arrest warrants were issued against them and 
other suspects. 

JULY 17, 1995—Rosarlo pleads not guilty during his arraignment. 


JULY 27, 1995—Sorlano surrenders to a Quezon City judge after almost 
{our months of hiding. He professes innocence. 


APRIL 15, 1996—Sortano’s petition for ball is granted, 

NOV. 18, 1995—Kho and Quidato's petition for ball is granted. 

DEC. 23, 1997—Lim is arrested by police after stepping out of a massage 
parior in Malate, Manila. The third most wanted person in Bicol resists ar- 
Test, getting bruised In the process. Lim had a P60,000-prize on his head. 


MAY 2004—Kho is elected governor of Masbate. 
PDI RESEARCH 


have also given them justice,” he 
added. He did not elaborate. 
Former presidential assistant 
for Bicol affairs Mario Espinosa, a 
nephew of Tito Espinosa, said the 


Espinosa family was saddened Бу! 
the court decision to acquit Kho." 
Dona Pazzibugan in Manila and’ 
Ephraim Aguilar, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau 


| 


| MEETING PLACE 


EVESPRTUPOLNORTHERNLUZONBUREA 


| Haro chidren gather to portray ther elders huddled in the барар а community meeting pce, 


AN HONEST ARMY MAJOR WHO RE- 
turned P300,000 to a bank died before 
he could be given recognition by his 
superiors. 

Maj. Roberto Manlapat, a disburs- 
ing officer of the Army's 7th Infantry 
Division based in Fort Magsaysay in 
Palayan City, Nueva Ecija, was riding 
his motorcycle when he met an acci- 
dent in Cabanatuan City on June 4. 

Manapat had returned P300,000 in 
excess withdrawal to the Land Bank 
of the Philippines branch in Cabanat- 
van City on May 19. 

‘The Philippine Army yesterday an- 
nounced that the Army leadership 
would posthumously award Manlap- 
ats family a Command Plaque of Ap- 
preciation on June 19 during the reg- 
ular flag-raising ceremony at the Fort 
Bonifacio Army headquarters. 

The same plaque of appreciation 
would also be given to TSgt. Danilo 
Morga, who withdrew the money 
with Manlapat. 

According to Mernilo Ocampo, head 


By Alex V. Pal 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


DUMAGUETE CITY—JUST WHEN 
everyone thought the reclamation is- 
sue was dead and gone, the Philip- 
pine Ports Authority (PPA) has again 
signified its intention to push 
through with its reclamation project 
and is seeking an Environmental 
Compliance Certificate (ECC) this 
year. 

The move was timed with the 
assumption of Dr. Ben Malayang 
Ш аз the new president of Silli- 
man University, which staunchly 
opposed any moves to reclaim the 
sea in front of Silliman Universi- 
y. 

The opposition from Silliman 
and other nongovernment organi- 


of the Land Bank Cabanatuan branch, 
Manlapat and Morga made a withdraw- 
al of P17 million which represented the 
May salaries of the officers and men of 
the division and their mid-year bonus. 

Upon arrival in the camp, he re- 
quested Morga to help him recount 
the money. 

Малјараг did not hesitate to return 
the money, saying “it does not belong 
tome.” He immediately called LBP of- 
ficials and returned the money on the 
same day it was withdrawn. 

Оп Sunday morning, his col- 
leagues at the Archbishop Gabriel 
Reyes Assembly of the Knights of 
Columbus were supposed to surprise 
him witha citation. 

It was then that they learned about 
the accident. The citation was read 
during the assembly's ceremony at 
the Fort Magsaysay Catholic Church. 

Manlapat, 52, was recently in- 
stalled a fourth’ degree Knights of 
Columbus member. A native of Arayat, 
Pampanga, Manlapat joined the Army 


zations forced the PPA to announce 
that it was abandoning the recla- 
mation idea and would instead 
build its passenger terminal near 
the Coast Guard Station inside the 
pier. 

But Malayang said in his first press 
conference on June 1 that Silliman 
would “cooperate with the city” as a 
citizen of the city. 

Malayang also said close collabo- 
ration with government would pre- 
vent tension, which resulted from 
the university's refusal to allow the 
PPA to pursue its reclamation pro- 
ject. 

Vice Mayor William Ablong was 
already reported to have en- 
dorsed the proposal of the PPA to 
apply for an Environmental Com- 
pliance Certificate for its reclama- 


Honest Army major dies in motorcycle crash 


in 1974 as a private and was commis 
sioned as a second lieutenant in 1983. 

He was scheduled for interview: 
next week for his possible promotion 
to lieutenant colonel. He was finance; 
officer in Camp Aguinaldo for six: 
years until he was transferred to the» 
7th ID two years ago. 

“They made the withdrawal before! 
lunch. After lunch, they returned the. 
300,000," Ocampo related. 

“I wrote them a letter saying thank: 
you. The mistake was made by our. 
tellers," he added, 

Ocampo directly wrote Manlapat. 
оп May 22 expressing the Land Bank, 
management's “gratitude, sincerity? 
and recognition” for what he and. 
Morga did. 

‘Ocampo said he heard the news! 
from Manlapat's colleagues. "Maybev 
it’s the will of God," he quietly said. 

Bacarro said even before Manlap- 
at's death, the Army has already dest 
cided to give him an award, Anselmo 
Roque, PDI Central Luson Desk { 


Reclamation plan near Silliman not dead yet, 


tion project this year. 

Ablong said the city council wel, 
comed the application for the con-, 
duct of an impact assessment study; 
and that data are ñeeded for sound 
decision-making. 

Ablong said the decision highly; 
depended on the findings of tech, 
nical experts. On the construc; 
tion of a passenger terminal, 
building, he said several opportu-, 
nities were missed by the city due 
to vehement objections in the, 
past. А 

This time, he said, the city 
would see to it that the passenger, 
terminal building would be real- 
ized in front of the offices of the 
Bureau of Customs and the Coast, 
Guard without necessarily re- 
claiming the sea. 


Quezon flood victims see hope in jethropa 


LUCENA CITY—RESIDENTS OF 
calamity-stricken villages in the 
Real-Infanta-General Маҝаг 
(Reina) towns in the northern 
part of Quezon have one more 
livelihood program coming with 
the planting of jethropa trees, or 
“tuba-tubang silangan” in the lo- 
cal dialect. 

1 Quezon Board Member Eladio 
Pasamba, who initiated the pro- 
ject, called the program as an al- 
ternative source of livelihood for 
the thousands of calamity victims 
in the 2004 disaster, most of them 
still in the process of returning to 
their normal lives. 

Last week, some 400 beneficia- 
ries attended the jethropa plant- 


ing and production seminar in In- 
fanta town, jointly facilitated by 
representatives from the Nestle 
Philippines and the Technical Ed- 
ucation and Skills Development 
Authority. 

Pasamba said Nestle will pro- 
vide the jethropa seedlings to an 
initial group of 2,000 residents 
and later purchase the dried 
fruits from its harvest. 

He encouraged the target ben- 
eficiaries to form cooperatives to 
qualify for fund loans from the 
Land Bank of the Philippines for 
the construction of processing 
plants. 

Three kilograms of jethropa re- 
portedly produces а liter of diesel 


and its by-products can be pro- 
cessed into organic fertilizer. 

‘The project seeks to cover at 
least 10,000 hectares of farm 
lands in the three towns that had 
been devastated by flash floods 
coming from the Sierra Madre 
mountain ranges in November 
2004. 

А one-hectare area planted to 
јеторћа in a two-meter-by-two- 
meter plot can accommodate 
1,000 plants and another 1,000 
inter-crop plants. 

Based on studies, one hectare 
could yield a minimum of 
P60,000 for the farmer in every 
harvest. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 


has encouraged local officials na- 
tionwide to invest in the develop- 
ment and produetion of jethropa 
trees, which she described as “a 
perfect substitute” for oil-based 
diesel. 

Тһе goverment has ear- 
marked some P500 million for the 
production of jethropa biodiesel. 

The Philippines is heavily de- 
pendent on imported oil for its 
energy requirements. 

"The world is again suffering 
from spiralling oil prices. We 
have to tap and develop altema- 
tive and renewable sources of en- 
ergy,” Pasamba said. Delfin Mal- 
lari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
reau 


‘THE JETHROPA tree, an alternative to fossil fuel. 
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Board junks 
resolution 
vs Japan 
firm exec 


BALANGA CITY—THE PROVIN- 
cial board last week set aside its 
resolution in April that declared 
persona non grat an executive of 
a Japanese firm building the P21- 
billion Subic-Clark-Tarlac Ex- 
pressway (SCTEX). 

The board, in a resolution on 
April 12, declared Kazuhico 
Chabayashi, project manager of 
Obayashi Corp. in charge of the 
Bataan segment of the express- 
way project, persona non grata 
for allegedly defying a request 
from the provincial government 
to report on the source of filling 
materials for the project and pay 
local taxes. 

But in another resolution is- 
sued on June 5, the board said 
Obayashi Corp. did not violate 
any order. 

It said Chabayashi was not re- 
sponsible for the report to the 
provincial government of the vol- 
ume and source of filling materi- 
als used by the firm. 

The board said the province 
should instead provide check- 
points and personnel to monitor 
and collect quarry taxes. 

Securing certifications of pay- 
ment of sand and gravel taxes 
from the provincial government, 
it said, is the sole responsibility of 
sub-contractors and not the gen- 
eral contractor. 

Ina letter to the Bases Conver- 
sion Development Authority, Ak- 
michi Hamajima, general manag- 
er of Obayashi Corp.'s office in 
the Philippines, said his firm had 
investigated the charges against 
Chabayashi and found them 
baseless. 

Hamajima said an investiga- 
tion made by his office re- 
vealed that Bataan officials 
were fed false information that 
led to the declaration of the 
Japanese executive as persona 
non grata. 

Chabayashi, according to the 
letter, “has made serious efforts 
and taken proper action to com- 
ply fully with the requirements 
imposed by the provincial gov- 
ernment.” 

The project was expected to 
boost business in Central Lu- 
zon as it was designed to cut 
travel time from Clark to Subic 
and vice versa to about 30 min- 
utes. 

It was embroiled in a contro- 
versy, however, when project 
proponents tried to parry ef- 
forts to have the project rebid- 
ded. 

Obayashi Corp. said in a letter 
to the BCDA that it was trying (0 
work out a smooth relationship 
with the provincial government. 

Greg Refraccion, PDI Central 
Luzon Desk 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


GITY OF SAN FERNANDO— 
Protests mounted as Army troop- 
ers under the command of Ма}. 
Gen. Jovito Palparan Jr. of the 7th 
Infantry Division prowled three 
cities and six towns in Pampanga 
and Bulacan, reports reaching the 
Inquire said. 

‘The Kilusan para sa Pam- 
bansang Demokrasya called 
Palparan's latest move as а 
“gradual constriction all over 
again,” referring to “Oplan 
Lambat Bitag” that the Army of- 
ficial led in 1985 when he was 
commander of the 24th In- 
fantry Battalion in Pampanga 
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Across the NATION 
Protests greet Palparan men in C. Luzon 


and Bataan, 

‘The Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas, on the other hand, 
called Palparan's recent actions 
the “advent of intensified killings 
of militants.” 

Just on the fourth day of 
military operations by the 
troopers, two transport lead- 
ers were reported missing by 
the human rights advocate 
Karapatan, 

But Eduardo Pineda and Ce- 
lestino Roman, of Barangay Pu 
long Bulo in Angeles City, sur- 
faced on Wednesday. 

Col. Ricardo Visaya, 69th In- 
fantry Battalion commander, said 
the two men were "invited for 
questioning" because they were 


on a list of suspected rebel sym- 
pathizers. 

"They were [sought] so 
they could clear themselves," 
Visaya said in a phone inter- 
view. 

The battalion established 
10 detachments in Angeles 
City, four in this Pampanga 
capital and three in Mabalacat 
town. 

Karapatan also reported that 
organizers of the Workers Al- 
liance in Region (WAR) III, a 
chapter of the Kilusang Mayo 
Uno, had stopped going to 
their office after soldiers be- 
gan monitoring their move- 
ments. 

Visaya said his men were not 


EYEFUL 


Ripe pineapples are harvested from farms in Nueva Vizcaya and are distributed in fruit stalls in Banaue, Hugao, 
"This boy helps tend his family’s fruit storein Barangay Poblacion in Banaue. He sells the pineapple for P25 each. 
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PNP pushing yacon as alternative to marijuana 


KAPANGAN, ВЕМОЦЕТ--ТНЕ 
Philippine National Police intends 
to make the root crop yacon an al- 
ternative crop for marijuana plan- 
tations in the Cordillera if its farm- 
ing here would be successful. 

‘Senior Supt. Rodrigo Licudine, 
Cordillera police deputy director 
for operations, said the police 
were closely watching how the 
first batch of yacon farmers 
would fare in terms of production 
and income. 

“Ifthe farmers will find yacon a 
good crop, we will recommend 
the plants cultivation in other 
marijuana producing areas, he 
said. 

‘The thrust is the PNP's way of 
showing its determination to help. 
eradicate the remaining marijua- 
na plantations in the region, Licu- 
dine said. 

"Thats why encouraging mari- 
juana farmers to shift to yacon 
had become part of our regular 


lawenforcement duties," he said. 

Licudine recently led a team 
from the regional police and the 
Philippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency in inspecting several ya- 
con plantations here. 

Mayor Rogelio Leon said the 
PNP's goal of making yacon an al- 


ternative crop in other provinces 
depended on the 50 farmers in 
his town who received 300 yacon 
seedlings each from the PNP in 
February. 

The farmers, some of whom 
are suspected marijuana farmers 
according to Licudine, were cho- 
sen to pilot yacon farming for 
commercial purposes. 

The seedlings came from the 
Department of Agriculture, 
which recognized the business 
prospects and medicinal poten- 
tials of the crop. 

Leon said the municipal agri- 
culture office received good feed- 
back from farmers who claimed 
that yacon was easy to raise and 
promised a bountiful harvest, 

But he said the police and town of- 
ficials had yet to see the plantation 
yields. Harvest time is between Au- 
gust and September. 

Supt. Oliver Enmodias, PDEA re- 
sional director said his agency would 


support ће campaign to make yacon 
ап altemative to marijuana. 

“We will still apply the force of 
the law against marijuana dealers 
but we will welcome marijuana 
farmers who will embrace yacon 
as their main product," he said. 

Aranito Pinas, а farmer, said 
they found yacon convenient to 
grow because it did not require 
commercial fertilizer, He said his 
200-sqm уасоп farm in Sitio Bolin- 
sak in Barangay Paykek s growing 
fine on chicken dung. 

By August, he expeets to earn 
between P70 and P90 per kilo- 
gram of yacon. 

Licudine said that if the yacon 
farming here was successful, the re- 
gional command would recommend 
yacon to farmers tiling marijuana in 
the remote areas of Tinoc in Ifugao, 
Tinglayan in Kalinga, and Bakun 
and the boundary areas of Buguias 
in Benguet. Delmar Cariño, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


NBI probes job scam in Negros Occidental 


BACOLOD CITY—THE МА- 
tional Bureau of Investigation 
here is investigating com- 
plaints of large-scale illegal re- 
cruitment that has victimized 
more than 50 Negrenses who 
paid P15,000 each to land jobs 
in Bahrain. 

NBI-Bacolod chief Philip 
Pecache said 22 of the victims 
went to his office to file a com- 
plaint against a certain Merlyn 
Estares, who recruited them for 
jobs in hotels and hospitals in 
Bahrain. 


They alleged that Estares 
collected P15,000 each from 
them as "bond" and promised 
to return the amount when 
they started working іп 
Bahrain. 

But Estares told RGMA Super 
Radyo that she did not have the 
money paid to her by the re- 
cruits because she had sent it 
through Western Union to 
Rachel Sevilla, а stewardess 
from Cebu who was facilitating 
the jobs for them. 

Pecache said Sevilla was nego- 


tiating for the jobs with a certain. 
Mr. Mohammad. 


Complainants 

The complainants, who 
asked the INQUIRER not to be 
identified, said they never 
met Sevilla or Mohammad be- 
cause they only dealt with 
Estares, who told them about 
the two. 

They said Estares offered jobs 
for nurses, hospital technicians 
and hotel employees. 

Since they paid the “bonds” 


late last year, they said all they 
got from Estares were promises 
that they would soon be able to 
go to Bahrain, 

Pecache said 22 of the alleged 
victims had already submitted af- 
fidavits to the NBI. 

He urged the 28 others to 
come out and file similar com- 
plaints in preparation for the 
filing of large scale illegal re- 
cruitment and estafa charges 
against those behind the 
scam. Carla Gomez, PDI 
Visayas Bureau 
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tailing WAR Ш personnel. ers and members to the killings 

Aurora Broquil, KPD-Central and 39 others to abductions in. 
Luzon chair, expressed fear for Central Luzon. KPD saw four of 
the safety of their leaders and its leaders killed in the same peri- 
members. od. 

She said at least 2,000 sol- Bayan and the KPD noted 
diers were assigned to Pampan- that the killings and disappear, 
ga and Bataan during theimple- ances stepped up when Pal- 
mentation of “Oplan Lambat paran returned to the region as 
Bitag.” commander of the 7th Infantry, 

She said activists were Division. zi 
killed, union leaders меге ha- _ Broquilsaid the deployment, 
rassed and food blockades and by Palparan of some 500 troop 
the fielding of soldiers in vil- ers in the urban centers and, 
lages were done during that the setting up of at least 57 de- 
time. tachments there “aim to ex? 

From 2005 to June this year, pand, reinforce and sharpen 
the Bagong Alyansang Mak- the fangs of state terrorism 
abayan, its sectoral organizations [under President Macapagal-? 
and party-list allies lost 77 lead- Атгоуо)." Л 


ROUNDUP _ 


Mobile clinic opens * 
DAGUPAN CITY—Speaker Joe бе Venecia on Monday inaugurated а mobile 
diagnostic, X-ray and dental clinic that will service city residents. The clinic 
isan air-conditioned, six-wheel Isuzu van equipped with a generator, an ex- " 
amination room, X-ray machine and other medical equipment and supplies.” 
De Venecia said ultrasound and ECG examinations and minor surgeries like 
circumcision, blood testing and eye care services could be done in the cli 

ic. He sald four other mobile diagnostic units would be assigned to Pangasi- 
nan's fourth district, which he represents. Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


Army calms down Cotabato folk 


COTABATO CITY—An Атту officer has 

urged residents here and elsewhere in 

Central Mindanao not to panic f they saw 

helicopter gunships and fighter planes of 

the Philippine Air Foros hovering around 

the region. The display of combat алай 

before and ater the Independence бау 

celebration оп June 12 "vas something 

motto worry about said Col. Franklin del 

Prado, Army spokesperson ofthe Gh In- 

entry Division based at Camp Gen. 

Siongcoin Datu Odin Sinsuat, Maguindanao. Many residents had expressed apprehen- 
sion thata massive military operation could be taking pace ke what they experienced гі” 
the height ofthe Moro rebellion in the 1970s and the "alout war" отой by the 
Estrada administration against the Moro Isemic Liberation Frontin 2000. The heli- 
coplers and fighter jets were on "maintenance fights” to check them for "arworti- 
ness,” Del Prado sad. Chare Soîase, РПІ Mindanao Bureau 


Co-op worker killed in attack 

COTABATO CITY—A person was kiled while another was wounded when 
unidentified men ambushed a vehicle of the Maguindanao Electric Cooperative 
(Magelco) on Tuesday. Col. Franklin del Prado, 6th Infantry Division spokesper- 
‘son, said Elson Paguital, 41, died at a government hospital in nearby Shariff 
Aguak town in Maguindanao. Wounded was Datu Матайга, 39. Paguital and 
Mamadra, both Magelco collectors, were on board a company vehicle when they 
were attacked in Barangay lginagampong in Datu Unsay town, Del Prado sald the 
attackers were in a vehicle and used assault rile. Del Prado said the motive for 
the atack could be work-related or personal grudge. Edwin Fernandez PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 


Slapping triggers gunfight 


KORONADAL CITY—The slapping of a 
boy caught harvesting pineapple from 
ап American-owned plantation in Тірі, 
‘South Cotabato triggered a 15-minute 
gunfight between soldiers and armed 
men believed to be Moro rebels. The 
Army's 6th Infantry Division said it was 
Investigating Saturday's clash while the 
‘Malayslan-ied international monitoring 
eam was conducting its own indepen- 
dent investigation, Reports said a 14- 
year old boy from Barangay Sumbakil in Tupi was caught taking pineapple from. 
the vast Dole plantation. He was allegedly slapped and manhandled by а certain 
‘Sergeant Ulalisan of the Army's 57th Infantry Battalion for picking pineapples. The 
boy's relatives returned and attacked the Army detachment, triggering a 15- 
minute exchange of gunfire, the Army said. 

Edwin Fernandez, PD! Mindanao Bureau 


Taxpayer to open city office 


COTABATO CITY—City officials an- 

nounced that instead of a VIP, a tax- 

payer would be given the honor of 

cutting the ceremonial ribbon for 

the opening of the new City Hall on 

dune 20 as the city celebrates its 

57th anniversary. Mayor Muslimin 

Sema admitted that at first, they had 

wanted President Macapagal-Ar- 

royo to grace the occasion and cut 

the ceremonial ribbon but she could 

not make it because of a hectic schedule. Ms Arroyo was scheduled to meet. 
Pope Benedict XVI this month. A city official, who asked not to be named, 
sald it was also expensive to host a presidential visit, considering days of 
security coordination, preparation and accommodation of security person- 
nel 


Nash Maulana, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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ANTIPOVERTY CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 
‘Atleast 400 poor families in a resettlement area in Sitio Lupang 
in Barangay Sta. Cruz, Sta. Rosa, Laguna will benefit from urban 
agriculture projects like planting of assorted vegetable seeds 
and backyard chicken raising. Dennis Araullo, regional 
agriculture director, discusses the program with the residents. 
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Chronicler says 


“Gusto kong bigyan si Junior | Abenojar first on 
maraming kotse!” | 


Everest summit 


By Alcuin Papa 


EMINENT MT. EVEREST CHRONICLER ELIZA- 

{ beth Hawley said the other day maverick Filipino 
climber Dale Abenojar summited the world’s 
highest mountain on May 15, two days before the 
heretofore first Filipino to reach the peak, Leo 
Oracion. 


In a long distance telephone remembered Abenojar, whom she 
interview with the Ingumer, Haw- called “Mr: Dale," very well. 

ley said she interviewed Abenojar “Не was very talkative. He just 
at his request for one hour on wouldn't shut up. The guy who 
June 6 and was shown two sum- was with him tried to shut him 
mit photos. up,” Hawley recalled. 

"| met him myself. I inter- 
viewed him at his request. І be- Мо comment 
lieve he reached the summit. I be- She said, however, she could 
lieve him. It has been disputed, not comment on the authenticity 
but he has photos and I have of the certification issued to 
copies (of the photos), the 83- Abenojar by the Tibet Moun- 
year-old Hawley said. taineering Association. 

One of the photos, Hawley Hawley explained there had been 
said, clearly showed Mt. Makalu cases where climbers claimed to 
inthe background. “Makalu isnot have summited Everest but these 
visible anywhere below 8,500 were disproved years later “I 
feet on the north side.” wouldn't say that is common. But 

‘She said Abenojar made it хо thats certainly not uncommon." 
the summit together with Tsiring һе said climbers without pre- 
Jangbu Sherpa. vious experience scaling alpine 

" x mountains have been known to 
Cangdian saw him summit Everest. 

Hawley also said а Canadian Controversy has surrounded 

climber visited her and saw the Abenojars claim of having scaled 


p Р, photos Abenojar had given her. Everest from the tougher North 

Posible na ‘yan sa Pe Санаа. who Чат actual. side. Skeptics in the mountaineers . 

ly summit, told her he had seen ing community said he did not have 

CARS toy showcase ng Globe! summi. ші е enc барше cing expe: 
Promo penod from June 15 - 30, 2006. clothes as Abenojar climbing the rience and his history of moun: 

north face of Everest. taineering in the Philippines was 


Be 1 of 5 to win P14,795 worth of CARS toys! Just load a Р500 or P1,000 Hawley, a former journalist, checkered with “fabrications.” 


i б traveled to Nepal 40 years ago Ас опе point іп the past, 
Globe Prepaid call card and you'll be entitled to an electronic raffle! and never left, While she has леу- Abenojar’s detractors said he had 


Аз soon as you've loaded, simply register by texting REG<name>*<address>* «birthday» 75 acne momin ы Be claimed (0 have climbed every 
* * " s 2 fawley is the best known chroni- mountain inthe Philippines. 
«sex» to 2802 for FREE. Ех. REG JOHN GOMEZ*23 PATERNO ST. QC*FEBS 1980*MALE Ma ае Бен клони for Abenojar also claimed co have 
over four decades. She is respect- climbed Mr. Halcon in Mindoro, 
ed by the international moun- one ofthe country’s more difficult 
taineering community because of peaks. This claim was later to 
her complete and accurate have been found to be false by 
records, despite their being unof- mountaineers in the area. 
ficial s 
Climbers who want to be rec- Oracion reacts 
ognized for climbing Everest sub- Oracion, the acknowledged 
ject themselves to interviews first Filipino on Mt. Everest , re- 
with Hawley or her staff. ceived the news in stride. 
During the interviews, every "Не can claim whatever he 
aspect and detail of the moun- wants to claim. Diyos na bahala sa 
taineer’s Everest climb is dis- kanya. It's up to him to prove к," 


cussed, including what and who Oracion told the Inquirer in а 
NT ек е they saw on the mountain. Haw- phone interview. 
ang lakas mo sa ley is able to verify a climb byin- “Basta kami, we delivered the 


terviewing other climbers. message na kaya ng Pinoy," Ora- 
Hawley told the Ingumen she cion said. 
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WHATS INSIDE 
8 Muntiniupa police 
deny abduction 


stories on internet 
/A18 


п Pasig slay victim's 
family continues 
toliveinfear /A18 


ASHARP curve and a distracting billboard ad makes this part of C-5 Road in Makati City an accident prone area. ewuE MENTO E NPD operatives 


undergo anti- 


‘Dismantle or transfer billboards remm 


DPWH team to track 
down ‘unsafe’ signs 


By Leila B. Salaverria and Tina G. Santos 


OWNERS OF BILLBOARDS AND ADVERTISING SIGNS DISPLAYED 
alongside major thoroughfares nationwide should be ready to take 
down these structures or relocate them anytime soon for the public's 
safety. 

Secretary Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. of the Department of Pub- 
lic Works and Highways yesterday said the memorandum circu- 
lar prohibiting the putting up of billboards within a 100-meter 
radius from the center of national roads could be released to 
day. 

The circular, issued by the department's National Building Code De- 
velopment Office, was still being reviewed yesterday by the DPWH's 
legal department. “I hope to come up with an official circular tomor- 
row. Nevertheless, we have to make this announcement to give notice 
to those concerned that we will be taking action,” Ebdane said. He 
added that he has ordered his regional directors to immediately imple- 
ment the circular upon its release. 

NBCDO chief Emmanuel Cuntapay said earlier that billboards 
could distract motorists and cause road accidents. They could also col- 
lapse and kill or injure people as well as destroy property. 

DPWH teams will also be conducting technical inspections to deter- 
mine which billboards or advertising structures are unsafe and need to 
be dismantled immediately. 

Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, meanwhile, said the city government 
was drafting an ordinance that would regulate the display of bill 
boards and other signs in the city. The mayor said they would also en- 
force a uniform size for all billboards in the city. 

“The allowable size limit for billboards would only be 12 x 24 feet," 
said Atienza, who added that he would also propose new rates for bill- 
board displays. 


Manila cops give list 
of safety tips to studes 


By Margaux С. Ortiz 


NEVER USE YOUR CELLULAR PHONE IN PUBLIC PLACES. STAY OUT 
of dark alleys. Call 117 during an emergency. 

‘These were some of the safety tips contained in reading materi- 
als which Manila police have been giving out to students in the 
city so that they would know how to protect themselves from 
criminals. 

Chief Supt. Pedro Bulaong, Manila Police District director, said his 
men have been distributing pamphlets and leaflets titled "Crime 
Safety Tips" to students since Monday, when classes resumed on all 
levels. 

According to Bulaong, cell phone robbery and theft remained the 
most common complaint among students. To avoid becoming a vic- 
tim, Bulaong said that "young people should refrain from using cell 
phones in public places or public utility vehicles such as jeepneys and 
FX megataxis.” 

‘The pamphlet also said that parents should tell their children where. 
they could go in case of emergencies. "An example of this would be a 
trusted neighbor’s house," Bulaong said. 

Children should also avoid dark alleys, wooded areas, overgrown 
shrubbery, vacant buildings and construction sites, according to the 
MPD pamphlet. 

"Young students should take the safest routes to and from thei 
schools, stores and friends’ houses,” Bulaong said, adding that chil- 
dren should always take the same route when going home from 
school. 

Apart from making sure that their children know their full name, 
address and telephone number, parents should also teach their chil- 
dren to call 117 during emergencies. "Teach children to go to a clerk, 
security guard or police officer for help if they get lost in a mall, store 
orstreet,” the MPD chief said 

Bulaong had recently directed all his station commanders to repro- 
duce the pamphlets and distribute them to students on the first day of 
classes, He also reminded students to text MPD «space» message and 
send it to 700 PIT (700748) for immediate police action. 
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The only way to en joy wine this Father's Day. 


Let the world's greatest Dad feel hke а king with Novellino wines. Bold, refreshing flavors. 
Rich, sparkling textures. Fathers Day has never tasted зо good. 
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CAINTA ROAD IMPROVEMENT 


Атап Rodriguez Ave., which serves as the best alternate route to Metro Manila via the Manggahan Floodway 
from the town of Cainta, is now a brand new all-concrete road, with an improved drainage system. Impassable 
for years because of potholes and perennial flooding, the road improvement is one of the priority projects of 
Сайма Mayor Mon Ilagan. Work on phases 2 and 3 of this one-kilometer stretch will soon start utilizing funds. 
from the Office of Rizal Gov. Casimiro Ynares and Rep.Michael John Duavit. 
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UN awardee 
leads 2006 
UPAA awardees 


DR. MERCEDES CONCEPCION (BS 
Chem 51), the country's leading demog- 
rapher and U.N. Population Awardee in 
„2005, has been chosen as the U.P Alumni 
Association's (UPAA) Most Distinguished 
‘Alumna for 2006. 

Prof. Antonio Mabesa (BSA '56) and 
Dr. Nelia Cortes-Maramba (ND '60), on 
the other hand, will be the recipients of 
the Lifetime Distinguished Achievement. 

„Awards. 


Top professionals 
The Outstanding Professional 
3+ Awardees in the different fields are: Dr. 
Arsenio Resurreccion (BSAE 71; MS 
78), agriculture; Percy Arañador (BS 
81), arts and letters; Victor Valdepeñas 
(BSF '66); MA (Eco) '69), business ad- 
ministration; Dr. Lina Diaz-de Rivera 
(MAT 76; PhD 91), education; 
Dr. Ernesto Sonido (BSEM 50), geolo- 
gy; lawyer Andres Gatmaitan (SBSJ ‘61; 
LLB'61), law; Dr. Alberto Romualdez, Jr. 
„(MD '65), medicine; Dr. Carmencita Ma- 
tias-Abaquin (GN '62; BSN ‘69; MN 75; 
PhD ‘00), nursing; Gov. Salvacion Zal- 
;divar-Perez (AB “56; BSFS '58), public 
‘administration; and Dr. Nina Barzaga 
1 (@SPH'75; MD'79), public health. 
27 The Community Service Awardees are 
engineer Francis Chua aka Biao Ang 
(BSIE 72) for the national level and 
-Jawyer Romeo Gerochi (BS '71) for the 
Visayas. 
2 Тһе UPAA Service Awardee is Olivia 
Rocha-Aliga (BM 74) while the recipient 
{оГ the UPAA Presidential Award is Amb. 
«Z Lauro Baja Jr. 


Outstanding graduates 
This years outstanding graduates 
„are Donald Ngwe, BS (Eco) ‘06 summa 
Sum laude and Cherrys Abrigo, BS ChE 
206 magna cum laude. The Outstanding 
Alumni Chapter Awardee is the UP 
Food Technologists Alumni Associa- 
‘tion, Inc. 
` Шр President Emerlinda Roman will 
‘host a dinner in honor of this year's 
‘awardees at the U.P Executive House on 
Tune 16. 

The awards will be given out during 
the U.P General Alumni-Faculty Home- 
‘Goming and Reunion at the Ang Bahay 
ng Alumni on June 24. 


ІТ DOESN'T HAVE TO TAKE A ROCKET 
cientist to know that the latest bombing 
in Metro Manila, inside a police camp, 
was perpetrated by insiders or police- 
men. 

The first bombing took place inside a 
police van that served asa police outpost 
Jn Quezon City. 

Nobody was hurt in the two incidents. 

The perpetrators were probably send- 
inga message: that some members of the 
Philippine National Police (PNP) were 
‘also capable of destabilization. 

2 Or, some elements in the Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo administration are probably be- 
hind the terror bombings to justify the 

imposition of another state of emergen- 

Terrorizing the citizenry is about pow- 

r, Absolute power, as you can see, is ad- 

dicting. Look at Ferdinand Marcos. 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THREE ALLEGED CASES OF KIDNAPPING 
and rape in Alabang, Muntinlupa being 
spread by e-mail on the Internet have turned 
out to be false. 

The police, however, confirmed that a 
woman had reported that she was abducted 
by а group of men who took her cash and 
valuables. She added, however, that the rob- 
bers did not rape her. 

Supt. Jose Mario Espino, acting Muntinlu- 
ра police chief, informed Mayor Jaime 
Fresnedi that they conducted an investigation 
and found out that no such incidents oc- 
curred 

According to the e-mail, a copy of which 
was sent to the INQUIRER, three women were 
reportedly abducted between May 16 and 26 
in Alabang 

In all three incidents, the perpetrators 
loaded their victim onto a Mercedes Benz 
van, forced her to drink alcohol and then 
raped her. Afterward, according to the e-mail, 
the suspects dumped their victim somewhere 
in the area. 

The first incident allegedly occurred at the 
Alabang Town Center where the victim, who 
was not identified, was waiting for a passen- 
ger jeepney. 

‘The e-mail claimed that another woman 
was abducted at the Metropolis Mall. 

‘The third incident, on the other hand, said 
that another victim was kidnapped at 9:40 
p.m. on May 26 as she was walking on 
Wilcon, Alabang-Zapote Road. She was later 
dropped off by the alleged perpetrators at 
around 3 a.m. on Indochina Street, near the 
Asian Hospital in Filinvest, Alabang. 
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eny abduction stories in Muntinlupa 


The e-mail said: “You have been warned. 
Forward this e-mail especially to those who 
are working in call centers located at North 
Cybergate, Filinvest Alabang.” 

‘The Muntinlupa police, which investigated 
the supposed incidents, said that the reports 
onthe abductions were false. 

However, Insp. Bunny Martinez, officer-in- 
charge of the Alabang sub-station, confirmed 
that a 21-year-old woman who works at the 
АРАС Customer Service Center had reported 
that she was kidnapped by five men on May 
27. 

‘The woman said she was walking on North- 
gate, Alabang-Zapote at around 3:40 a.m. 
when a Toyota Hi-Ace van stopped beside her. 

Several men then forcibly loaded her into 
the van. There were five men in all, she told 
the police. 

Inside the van, the victim said the men 
forced her to drink a bottle of beer but she re- 
fused. 

One of them tauched her private parts be- 
fore taking her bag which contained her cellu- 
lar phone, wallet and ID cards, she said. The 
men then dropped her off at the Rizal Village, 
Western Service Road in Alabang. 

However, the victim did not pursue the 
сазе against the still unidentified suspects, 
Martinez added, 

Although the police called the e-mail cireu- 
lating over the Internet аз а "fabrication to cre- 
ate chaos in the area,” they said that they have 
stepped up security measures in commercial 
establishments and call centers in Alabang. 

All mobile patrols and intelligence opera- 
tives were also ordered to be on the lookout 
for suspicious-looking vehicles roaming in the 


area at nighttime, Espino added. 


NPD operatives undergo antiterror training program 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


THE NORTHERN POLICE DISTRICT 
has created its own counter-terrorism 
unit which would deal with such inci- 
dents in addition to hostage-taking, 
kidnappings and bank robberies. 

“We want to be prepared and 
equipped to neutralize terrorists who 
operate in our area,” Supt. Rafael 
Santiago the NPD operations head, 
said. 

Santiago said the formation of the 
counter-terrorism unit was spear- 
headed by NPD director, Chief Supt. 
Leopoldo Bataoil. 

He added that although the cre- 
ation of the unit had been proposed 
before the recent bombings in the 


Pasig City slay 


THREE MONTHS AFTER BUSINESS- 
man Leonardo Umale was gunned down 
as he was about to enter the Pearl Plaza. 
Building in Pasig City, his family said 
they are still living in fear. 

"We have not gone back to living nor- 
mal lives. How can we live normally? We 
continue to get death threats, even our 
lawyers are being threatened," Urnale's 
wife Clarissa told the Inquirer. 

Clarissa was with her husband when 
he was shot dead by several men on 
March 16 in front of the family-owned 
building at the Ortigas Business Center. 

Clarissa has accused Ilocos Sur. Gov. 
Luis "Chavit" Singson of being behind 
the murder, an allegation Singson has 
consistently denied. The killing remains 
unsolved. 

Tt would have been Umales 59th 
birthday on June 30, Clarissa said. 

The wife said she remains convinced 
that the killing had something to do with 
her husband's business interests as he 
had filed cases against "Singson's associ- 
ates.” 

“The cases are still ongoing and we are 
still getting threats. This just means the 
killing of my husband was related to 
these cases," Clarissa said. 

She claimed that her two sons and their 
police escort figured in a gun-toting inci- 
dent with the police escorts of an alleged 
Singson associate at the Shangri-La Mall in 
‘Mandaluyong City on Monday afternoon. 


metropolis, “it's creation is timely 
and necessary to improve police capa- 
bility, otherwise problems could oc- 
curin some situations.” 

He said the counter terrorist unit 
was composed of 50 junior officers 
who are undergoing а 45-day Urban 
Counter Revolutionary Warfare 
Course. 

The officers come from special 
units like the Special Weapons and 
Tactics Team, Special Operations 
Group, the Mobile Force and the in- 
vestigation and intelligence group. 

"The select group would make up 
the core group of the NPD elite, ready 
for deployment in any emergency," 
Santiago said. 

He said the counter terrorist unit 


would undergo 360 hours of training 
їп various areas, such as how to plan 
and execute a counter terrorist opera- 
tion, successfully resolve a hostage- 
taking situation or bank robbery and 
provide protection to dignitaries. 

In addition, they would also be 
taught how to improve their skills in 
intelligence gathering, memory train- 
ing, target analysis and investigative 
ability. 

“They are supposed to be already 
good in their area of expertise but we 
expect them to be better and well- 
rounded operatives after the pro- 
gram," Santiago said. 

The select group, he said, would al- 
so undergo firearms training which 
includes close quarters shooting to 


victim's family lives in fear 


Clarissa said they became suspi- 
cious when they noticed that some 
men in civilian clothes were taking 
their pictures while they were inside 
the mall. 

The Umales said they had seen the 
men earlier with an associate of the 
Hocos Sur governor. When one of her 
sons and their police escort accosted 
the other group, the men allegedly 
pulled out guns. Clarissa said that her 
son was unarmed. 

However, a watchman in one of the 


BEST JAIL WARDEN 


stores told the Inquirer that the men 
in both camps were both holding guns 
and were aiming these at each other. 

Another guard managed to pacify the 
two camps minutes later. Shangri-La 
watchmen, however, refused to confirm 
ordeny the incident. 

Clarissa said they would request 
from the mall a copy of the security 
video which captured the incident to 
support a complaint the family would 
file with the Criminal Investigation 
and Detection Group. 
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Navotas Mayor Toby Tiangco (3rd from right) congratulates Chief Insp. Brendan 
Fulgencio, town jail warden after he was named Best Municipal Jail Warden (2005) 


Treated like a criminal 


‘An insider in the Arroyo administration. 
is using his power to terrorize this colum- 
nist by having the police Criminal Investi- 
gation and Detection Group (CIDG) con- 
duct a surveillance operation on me. 

Tm not scared since I'm neither a crim- 
inal nor a terrorist. Besides, Tm used to 
living dangerously, 

What I want to point out is that if this. 
guy can do this to me, a former friend but 
(still) a supporter of the Arroyo adminis- 


tration, how much more if the object of 
his ire was a member of the opposition ог 
an enemy? 

Tm not surprised that he got beaten up 
by some Filipino-Chinese men many 
years ago when he was not yet in power. 

‘One night, he was reportedly drunk 
inside a restaurant and had a quarrel 
with his Chinese girlfriend. The quarrel 
degenerated into a shouting match with 
the guy allegedly insulting the entire 
Chinese race. 

Of course, the Tsinoy male customers 
took offense. They waited for him out- 
side the restaurant and ganged up on 
him as he was about to board his сас. 
Now, why doesn't he go after those at- 
tackers since he appears to be so vindic- 
tive toward people who have hurt him? 

1 did nothing—absolutely noth- 
ing—wrong to him. 1 was only doing my 


job as a journalist by exposing the al- 
leged smuggling activities of that woman 
he was having a quarrel with many years 
ago in that restaurant, 

In my 24 years of writing this column, 
1 can recall only two instances where 1 
was placed under surveillance: now and 
during the Aquino administration. 

A general in a unit of the defunct 
Philippine Constabulary once ordered his 
men to tail me, with an ambush in mind. 

During Marcos’ martial law regime, 
when 1 was criticizing abusive military 
and police personnel, | was never placed 
under surveillance by the police or the 
military. 

How ironic that I'm being treated like a 
criminal or an enemy of the state in this 
administration that I've been rabidly sup- 
porting. 


enable them to respond correctly in 
crisis situations inside buildings, 
houses and establishments. 

‘Two police facilities were recently 
bombed in the metropolis -- a police 
bus being used as a satellite precinct 
in Phileoa, Quezon City and a SWAT 
van parked inside Camp Bagong Diwa 
in Taguig City. 

Probers are trying to determine 
who were behind the attacks. A group 
calling itself “Taong Bayan at Kawal” 
claimed responsibility for the attacks. 
No one was killed or injured in both 
incidents. 

The group also said it had planted 
an improvised explosive device in 
front of the Grepalife Building in 
Makati City. 
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Belt-tightening measure 
A PROPOSED cost-cutting measure may re- 
Sultin smelly and dirty public markets in 
Quezon City. Vendors in the city's public mar- 
kets may soon be 
lining up in front о! 
a single faucet to 
fetch water for 
cleaning their stall 
and wares and for 
using the toilet. A 
*one-faucet policy” 
for all public mar- 
kets in Quezon City 
is being proposed 
by Manuel Neil 
Lina, officer-in-charge of the city’s Market 
Development and Administration Depart- 
ment. According to the scheme, water need- 
ed tor cleaning purposes, as well as toilet 
use, would be supplied by a single faucet for 
the entire public market. There are eight pub- 
lic markets in Quezon City, with one each in 
Murphy, Kamuning, San Jose, Frisco, Pro- 
jects 2 and 4, Roxas and Galas. Lina, who al- 
So sits as assistant city administrator for fis- 
cal affairs, made the suggestion to Mayor Fe- 
запо Belmonte Jr, in a recent meeting. The 
proposed scheme is expected to bring down 
water bill expenses to 300.000 from P2.2 
milion last year, he said in a statement. 
Meanwhile, rehabltaton work n he city's 
public markets is almost complete, accord- 
ing to Lina. Only the Murphy public market 
needs major repairs, particularly for its elec- 
trical installations and wiring, he added. 

DJ Yap 


Raps vs factory owner 
POLICE yesterday threatened to file charges 
against the owners of the firecracker factory 
which exploded on Tuesday moming, kiling a 
factory worker in Binangonan, Rizal. "The fac- 
tory does not have a liconse to manufacture 
pyrotechnics, though the owners claim the 
bulging was lust a storehouse of finished 
products; Senior Supt. Freddie Panen. Rizal 
provincial police director, told the INQUIRER. 
He added that based on intial investigation, 
the room where the firecrackers wore stored 
also did not have proper ventilation.” Accord- 
ing to Panen, they have talked to some of the 
victims who sustained minor injuries to file 
charges against the factory owners. “But most 
ol them would not cooperate, especialy be- 
cause the owners already shouldered tei 
hospital expenses," Panen added. The two- 
story concrete bung on Barangay адроз. 
burst into lames at around 11 a.m. th other 
day, triggering successive explosions. Rodelio 
Manamam, a factory worker, was seriously In- 
огей and died at the hospital while undergo- 
Ing treatment. Manuel Diaz, опе of the own- 
ers, was also inured In the incident, Panen 
said. Eight other persons standing outside the 
building were hurt by glass shards. 

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
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MADRID—IRANS FOREIGN MIN- 
ister said Wednesday that a West- 
em package of incentives designed 
to persuade Tehran to suspend ura- 
nium enrichment is a "step for- 
ward” in the nuclear dispute. 

"We consider it a step forward 
to present this package of incen- 
tives,” Manouchehr Mottaki said 
as he arrived at Madrid airport 
for talks with his Spanish coun- 
terpart, He was referring to a pro- 
posal devised by the five репта- 
nent members of the UN Security 
Council plus Germany that was 
presented to Tehran last week. 

Mottaki would not specify 
when Tehran might make a deci- 
sion on whether to accept the in- 
centives. “We are going to review 
and study the proposals serious- 
1y,” he told reporters. 

‘The United States accuses Iran 
of seeking to develop nuclear 
weapons, which Tehran denies, 
saying its program seeks only to 
develop energy. 

Mottaki said that, after Iran had 


reviewed the incentives, 
consult with Germany, Britain and 
France to express its views. 

“Then well decide together how to 
handle the issue and follow up the 
matter to the finalization and solution 
of the problem" he said in English. 
‘Spain was not one ofthe countries in- 
volved inthe incentives package. 

Mottaki said Iran also would 
hold discussions with other Euro- 
pean countries, China, Russia 
and nonaligned nations. 

Referring to the discussions in 
general that Iran will hold, he 
said: “We think we are going to 
work seriously to this end to 
guarantee the legitimate right of 
our country and overcome the 
‘concerns ofthe other side.” 

‘The incentives include an offer 
to provide Iran with nuclear tech- 
nology to get it to step away from 
enriching uranium, and would 
bring Washington into direct 
talks with Tehran 

Iranian Foreign — Ministry 
spokesperson Hamid Reza Asef in- 
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Incentives a ‘step forward’ 


in nuke dispute, says Iran 


sisted Sunday that Iran was not 
stalling, but would take “as long as 
is necessary” to study the package. 

He said that while it includes 
“points which are acceptable,” 
there were also “points which are 
ambiguous. There are points that 
should be strengthened, and points 
that we believe should not exist.” 

He did not elaborate, but 
called the offer of nuclear tech- 
nology a “positive point.” He 
added, “there are also points that 
are unclear, such as the uranium 
enrichment program.” 

Iran's nuclear enrichment—a 
process that can make nuclear fu- 
el for a power plant or fissile ma- 
terial for an atomic bomb—is the 
central point in Tehran's tortuous 
negotiations with the intema- 
tional community. 

The package of incentives no 
longer includes a call for an all- 
‘out elimination of enrichment, 
instead asking Iran to suspend 
such activity for the duration of 
any negotiations. AP 


WASHINGTON—US INTELLI- 
gence and law enforcement au- 
thorities are discovering new 
home-grown cells of Islamist 
radicals in the United States 
that draw inspiration and moral 
support from al-Qaida, officials 
said on Tuesday. 

Like local terrorism cells 
that have recently come to 
light in Canada and Europe, 
officials said the groups are 
comprised of disaffected 
young men in their teens and 
20s who rely on the Internet to 
trytoorganize and plan poten- 


tial attacks on the US home- 
land. 

Concer about attacks inside 
the United States gathered pace 
after the arrest earlier this 
month in Canada of 17 
men—all Canadian citizens or 
residents —accused of planning 
al-Qaida-inspired attacks across 
densely populated southern 
Ontario. 

Scott Redd, director of the 
National Counterterrorism Cen- 
ter, said in a written statement 
to the Senate that the emer- 
gence of home-grown terrorist 


New home-grown terror 
cells emerging in US 


groups is posing "real chal- 
lenges” for US authorities de- 
spite law enforcement success- 
es at disrupting potential at- 
tacks. 

"We are grappling with a 
whole new set of questions: 
What forces give rise to this vio- 
lent ideology in immigrant com- 
munities that may appear oth- 
erwise to be quite well assimi- 
lated? ... What signs should we 
be looking for to try to draw ear- 
ly warning of potential prob- 
lems?” the statement said 

Reuters 


US envoy 
warns 

N. Korea vs 
missile test 


SEOUL—THE US AMBASSADOR 
io South Korea on Wednesday 
warned of American countermea- 
sures if North Korea conducts a 
missile test. 

Alexander Vershbows com- 
ments in a radio interview come 
amid reports of an impending test. 
launch of a long-range ballistic 
missile by the communist North. 

North Korea's missile test 
“would be viewed as a very seri- 
ous matter and we would have to 
take appropriate measures in re- 
sponse,” Vershbow said in an in- 
terview with South Korea's KBS 
radio, declining to say what those 
measures would be. 

"Since it would clearly be a 
provocative step vis-a-vis the re- 
gion and the international commu- 
nity, we could not simply let it pass 
without some response," he said. 

А missile test would heighten se- 
curity threats in Northeast Asia, 
which is already struggling to deal 
with the North's nuclear ambitions. 

Efforts by China, Japan, Rus- 
sia, South Korea and the United 
States to convince the North to 
give up its nuclear program are 
deadlocked and the negotiations 
haven't convened since Novem- 
ber. No progress has been made 
оп implementing a September 
agreement in which Pyongyang 
pledged to give up its nuclear 
program in exchange for aid and 
security guarantees, 

“We are ready. We are ready to 
return without preconditions... if 
North Korea is ready to move on 
the path of disarmament,” Versh- 
bow said Wednesday. “But until 
North Korea comes back to the 
table, the great opportunity that 
was created by the September 
agreement cannot be fulfilled.” 

In Washington, South Korea's 
Ambassador Lee Tae-sik said the 
prospect of a North Korean missile 
testwas “very worrisome.” AP 


Abbas hits Israel for ‘state terrorism’ 


GAZA CITY—PALESTINIAN PRES- 
ident Mahmoud Abbas accused Is- 
rael Tuesday of engaging in state 
terrorism after nine civilians were 
among 11 people killed in an air 
strike on the Gaza Strip. 

The raid, the deadliest since 
the Islamists of Hamas won elec- 
tions in January, turned the focus 
back on the conflict with Israel af- 
ter a bout of factional violence, 


which saw the parliament and 
Cabinet offices set ablaze. 
Although two of the victims 
were confirmed as members of 
the hardline Islamic Jihad move- 
ment, the other nine were be- 
lieved to be civilians. They in- 
cluded two young brothers, aged 
four and eight, and their father. 
‘Around 42 other people, includ- 
ing six children, were wounded in 
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the raid on the main north-south 
road in the narrow coastal territory 

А military spokesperson con- 
firmed the involvement of its air- 
craft in the first explosion. He 
said they had hit a car carrying 
militants who were preparing to 
fire Katyusha-style rockets which 
have a much longer range than 
the usual makeshift missiles fired 
by the Palestinian factions. 


ке 


A local leader of Jihad, Khaled 
al-Batsh, told AFP three of the 
movement's followers had been 
in the vehicle that was targeted. 
‘Two of them were killed when 
two missiles slammed into the ve- 
hicle. The other casualties were 
caused by a third missile, which 
was fired a short time afterward 
while a group of civilians had 
gathered at the scene. AFP 
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PARIS LANDMARK IN NY 

A team of students from Pratt Institute School of Architecture put 
the finishing touches on a 16-foot model of the Eiffel Tower made of 
wooden sticks from ice cream bars in New York City's Luna Park in 
Union Square, June 13. meures 


WORLDBRIEFS 
50 killed in India truck mishap 


LUCKNOW, India—The death toll from a truck accident in the tiny northern 
Indian state of Uttaranchal rose to 50 on Wednesday following the deaths of 
another 10 people in hospital, officials said. The truck carrying wedding 
guests fell into a gorge Tuesday when its driver lost control while negotiat- 
ing a sharp curve in the hilly district of Almorah, some 350 km from the city 
of Lucknow. police said. “Ten more people died in hospital overnight,” dis- 
trict official Ruchi Tiwari told AFP by phone from Almorah. Forty people died 
on the spot and police were still recovering the bodies. AFP 


UN to probe East Timor violence 

UNITED NATIONS United Nations chief Kofi Annan on Tuesday asked UN 
human rights chief Louise Arbour to help set up an independent inquiry 
commission to probe a recent wave of ethnic violence in East Timor. Annan 
informed the UN Security Council of his move after receiving a letter from 
East Timor' Foreign Minister Jose Ramos-Horta calling for such a commis- 
sion to review violent incidents that began in late Apri and have thrown the 
fledgling country into crisis. Last week, UN special representative to East 
Timor Sukehiro Hasegawa sald the country’s embattled Prime Minister Mari 
Alkatiri would accept a UN investigation into the causes of the violence. AFP 


42 injured in Sri Lanka train collision 
COLOMBO— Two rains collided in southern Sri Lanka, leaving at least 42 
passengers injured, police and hospital officials said. The accident occurred 
‘Tuesday at a railroad station in Kalutara, a town about 40 km south of the 
capital, Colombo, said police spokesperson Rienzie Perera. Perera said а: 
passenger train had crashed into back of another commuter train halted at 
{he station during busy office hours. Forty-two passengers, many with mi- 
пог injuries, were taken to the region's main government hospital. Transport 
Minister A FLM. Fowzie said Wednesday that he had ordered an inquiry into 
the crash and added that train service has resumed АР 
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More checkpoints set up, 
40,000 troops deployed 


BAGHDAD—THOUSANDS OF Iraqi and US 
troops descended on the streets of Baghdad 
Wednesday as the authorities imposed a security 
clampdown as part of Prime Minister Nuri al-Ma- 
liki’s plan to thwart insurgent attacks. 


The crackdown comes after al- 
Qaida warned of massive attacks 
to avenge last week's death of its 
leader Abu Musab al-Zarqawi in a 
US air raid and also a day after an 
unannounced visit by US Presi- 
dent George W. Bush to Baghdad. 

„Iraqis in Baghdad were forced to 
double their commute time as new 
checkpoints mushroomed after the 
defense ministry announced that 
some 40,000 security forces, both 
Iraqi and coalition, would secure the 
city in Operation Forward Together 

“Baghdad province is home to sev- 
eri million people, a quarter of the 
country’s population, and is one of the 
mest unstable areas in the country. 

There were traffic jams through- 
out the city as commuters waited 
inJong lines in front of checkpoints 
that stopped most cars instead of 
waving people through as before. 

The ministry did not specify how 
long the new security measures 
would be in place and the prime 


minister publicly asked for patience. 

Checkpoints мее being 
manned by different branches of 
the security services, with some 
handled by the police, some by 
the commandos or national po- 
lice and others the Iraqi army. 

US forces are also involved, 
mostly in a support role, provid- 
ing air cover and roving patrols. 

“We are supporting Iraqi security 
forces in this security plan and we 
are carrying out operations in the 
Capital" said coalition forces 
spokesperson Maj. William Wilhoite, 
‘who declined to comment on how 
талу US troops were involved. 

Officers at the checkpoints 
were stopping drivers and check- 
ing their cars, registration docu- 
ments and identity papers. 

Single male drivers received 
special attention especially if they 
were driving vehicles without li- 
cense plates in the BMW or Opel 


models favored by insurgents. AFP Embassy after he arrived in Baghdad for a surprise visit to the city June 13. 
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US PRESIDENT George W. Bush greets military personnel and embassy employees at the US 


REUTERS 


New Iraq al-Qaida leader vows vengeance 


DUBAI—AL QAIDA'S NEW LEADER 
IN Iraq vowed on Tuesday to avenge 


the killing of his predecessor Abu 


Musab al-Zarqawi, saying Americans 


and their Iraqi allies would not be 


safe in their strongholds, a Web state- 


ment said. 


“The day of vengeance is near and 
your strong towers in the Green Zone 


will not protect you,” said the state- 


ment posted on a website often used by 


Islamist militants and signed by the 
new leader Abu Hamza al-Muhajir 


Huge fraud 


The Green Zone in Baghdad isa 
heavily fortified compound in Baghdad 


which houses the headquarters of the iraq. 


and a US military base. 


was killed in a US air strike. 


‘The authenticity of the statement 
could not be verified. It would be 


uncovered 


in wake of hurricanes 


WASHINGTON—AS MUCH AS 
$13 billion in government disas- 
terraid to victims of Hurricanes 
Каўпа and Rita—nearly a quar- 
terof the total—went to bogus or 
undeserving victims, a new con- 
gréssional investigation conclud- 
eds 

Қаза scale of abuse that Rep. 
Michael McCaul, R-Texas and 
chairman of the House subcom. 
miĝee leading the inquiry, said 
farzexceeded even his worst 
feats, despite months of accu- 
mulating evidence that the 
fraud-prevention system at the 
Federal Emergency Manage- 
mept Agency was woefully inad- 
equate. 

‘The improper or fraudulent 
payments went to a dizzying 
arrêy of con artists or other un- 
degprving recipients, accord- 
ingito the analysis by the Gov- 
ernment Accountability Office, 
whch is set to announce its 
findings at a hearing on 
Wednesday. 

Emergency aid was used to pay 
for football tickets, the bill at a 
Hooters restaurant in San Anto- 
nio, Texas, a $200 bottle of Dom. 
Perignon, “Girls Gone Wild” 
videos, even an all-inclusive 
weeklong Caribbean vacation, 
the report says. More than $5 mil- 
lion went to people who had pro- 
vided cemeteries or post office 
boxes as the addresses of their 


damaged property. 

FEMA also provided cash or 

housing assistance to more than 

0 prison inmates, totaling 
millions of dollars; one inmate 
used a post office box to collect 
$20,000. Some of the inmates 
may in fact have owned property 
that was damaged, but most 
should not have been eligible for 
the aid. 

In another case, 24 payments, 
totaling $109,708, were sent to a 
single apartment, where eight 
people each submitted requests 
for aid eight times, each time us- 
ing their own Social Security 
numbers. 

Another person collected 26 
payments using 13 different So- 
cial Security numbers —a total of 
$139,000—even though public 
records show the individual did 
not live at any of the addresses re- 
ported as damaged. 

‘Aaron Т. Walker, a FEMA 
spokesperson, said the agency 
was moving to correct manage- 
ment weaknesses that might have 
contributed to the fraud. 

Investigators concluded that 
fraudulent or improper payments 
probably ranged from $400 mil- 
lion to $1.4 billion, leading them 
to settle on $1 billion as their 
most likely estimate, represent- 
ing about 16 percent of the dis- 
tributed aid. Мем York Times 
News Service 


Iraqi government, foreign embassies 


‘The appearance of the Web state- 
ment coincided with a surprise visit to 
Baghdad on Tuesday by US President. 
George W. Bush to try to bolster the 
Iraqi government days after Zarqawi 


trained under him. 


HEADLESS BEAUTY 

This undated image shows a Roman 
marble statue of Venus that was 
purchased by the Michael C. Carlos 
Museum of Emory University at a 
Sotheby's auction Tuesday, June 6, 
New York for just under $1 million. 


Mubajir's first public statement since 
being named the new leader of al-Qai- 


‘Coming battles will reveal the false- 
ness of your power and the cowardli- 
ness of your soldiers," Muhajir said. 
"Do not rejoice that you killed (Zar- 
qawi), he has left behind lions that 


"you will see what we have in store 
for you because of your betrayal and 
apostasy. Our swords are poised above 
your necks,” he told Iraqis who cooper- 


ate with US-led forces. 

On Monday, the group named the lit- 
tle-known Muhajir to be Zarqawi's suc- 
cessor. 

AUS counterterrorism official who 
spoke on condition of anonymity said 
the latest threat came as no surprise. 

“Тесіп large part propaganda but no 
one's being dismissive of it. One of the 
things they're trying to demonstrate is 
that they will continue the jihad and 
that they're still a force to be reckoned 
with,” he said. Reuters 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


Ё worsening, 
says survey 


WASHINGTON-—As the war in Iraq continues 
fora fourth year, the global image of America 
has slipped further, even among people in 
some countries closely allied with the United 
States, a new opinion poll has found. 

Favorable views of the United States 
dropped sharply over the past year in Spain, 
where only 23 percent say they have а posi- 
tive opinion, down from 41 percent last year, 
according to the survey, which was done in 15 
nations, including the United States, this 
spring by the Washington-based Pew Re- 
search Center. 

Other countries where positive views 
dropped significantly include India (56 per- 
cent, down from 71 percent); Russia (43 per- 
cent, down from 52 percent), and Indonesia. 
(30 percent, down from 38 percent). In Turkey, 
only 12 percent said they held a favorable opin- 
ion, down from 23 percent last year 

Declines were less steep in France, Germany 
and Jordan, while people in China and Pakistan 
had a slightly more favorable image of the Unit- 
ed States this year than last. In Britain, Washing- 
ton's closest ally in the Iraq war, positive views of 
‘America have remained in the mid-50-percent 
range in the past two years, down sharply from 
75 percent in 2002, before the war. 

‘Support for the fight against terrorism led 
by the United States is also down, Pew found. 

Although strong majorities in several coun- 
tries expressed worries about Iran's nuclear 
intentions, in 13 of 15 countries polled, most 
people said the war in Iraq posed more of a 
danger to world peace. Russians held that 
view by a 240-1 margin. 

“Obviously, when you get many more peo- 
ple saying that the US presence in Iraqis a 
threat to world peace as say that about Iran, 
its a measure of how much Iraq is sapping 
good will to the United States,” said Andrew 
Kohut, president of the Pew Research Center. 

The latest declines came after a year in 
which anti-American sentiment had slightly 
receded, aided by good feeling over aid for 
tsunami victims and political progress in Iraq. 

New York Times News Service 


Indonesia frees radical 
cleric linked to bombings 


JAKARTA—A RADICAL ISLAMIC CLERIC, 
whom the Bush administration has portrayed 
as an important operative for al-Qaida in 
Southeast Asia, walked out of prison on 
Wednesday morning, after serving just over a 
year for criminal conspiracy, his lawyers and 
Indonesian officials said Tuesday. 

US officials, who had long pressed Indone- 
sia to prosecute the cleric, Abu Bakar Bashir, 
expressed disappointment over the release, as 
did officials їп Australia. 

The release is likely to raise questions 
about Indonesia's commitment to combating 
terrorism, even though the government has 
prosecuted and imposed harsh sentences on 
many of the people involved in the major ter- 
rorist attacks here. Most of the military lead- 
ers of Jemaah Islamiyah, Bashir's organiza- 
tion, have been arrested or killed. 

А spokesperson for the US Embassy in 
Jakarta said Tuesday that the United States 
was “deeply disappointed” that Bashir, 67, 
had been sentenced to only 30 months in 
prison after a court found him guilty of a “sin- 
ister conspiracy” in connection with the 
bombings, but acquitted him of seven terror- 
ism charges, in March 2005. The judges said 
then that Bashir "knew the perpetrators," and 
that his words might have encouraged them. 

“The possibility that a person responsible 
for such a terrible crime could go free after a 
light sentence of 30 months is cause for con- 
cern,” said the spokesperson, Max Kwak. 

‘The actual time served was reduiced to just 
over a year, because he was given credit for 
previous time served and for good behavior 

US and Australian officials have contended 
that Bashir, the spiritual leader of Jemaah Is- 


MUSLIM deric Abu Bakar Bashir waves to. 
supporters after his release from prison June 14. je 


lamiyah, had a direct role in the bombings of 
the Bali nightclubs in 2002, and of the bomb- 
ing of the Marriott Hotel in Jakarta that killed 
12 people in 2003. 

In a 2003 trial he was acquitted of terrorism 
charges, but convicted on a passport violation. 
After serving that sentence, he was released, but 
not for long, as the United States and Australia 
pressured Indonesia to file the new charges. Le- 
gal observers here said the case against Bashir 
was weak. New York Times News Service 


SAN FRANCISCO—MICROSOFT 
Corp. on Tuesday warned of eight 
| “critical” security flaws in its Win- 
dows operating system and Office 
software that could allow attack- 
ers to take control of a computer. 
Microsoft, whose Windows 
operating system runs on 90 per- 
cent of the world's computers, is- 
sued patches to fix the problems 


as part of its monthly security 
bulletin. It was the biggest such 
update since February 2005. 

The company issued a total of 
12 patches that address 21 secu- 
rity holes and cover problems in 
its Windows, Internet Explorer, 
Word, PowerPoint and Exchange 
Server products, security experts 
said. 


"The significance of this large 
number of patches lies in the fact. 
that 19 of them are remote code 
executions,” said Amol Sarwate, 
manager of the Vulnerability Re 
search Lab at Qualys. 

The world's biggest software 
maker defines a flaw as critical" 
when the vulnerability could al- 
low a damaging Internet worm 


to replicate without the user do- 
ing anything to the machine. 

Six of the critical flaws related 
to Windows and two affected Of- 
fice. Microsoft also issued anoth- 
er two security warnings it rated 
at its second-highest level of “im- 
portant" for Windows, as well as 
one it gave a severity rating of 
“moderate.” 


nerworks. 
The 


It also warned of an “ 
таш” flaw in its Microsoft Ex- 
change software that allows 
users to send and receive e-mail 
along with other forms of сот. 
munication through computer 


company has 
working for more than three 
years to improve the security 


Microsoft warns of 8 ‘critical’ security flaws 


and reliability of its software 
ав more and more malicious 
software targets weaknesses in 
Windows and other Microsoft 
software. 

The latest patches, which are 
free to Microsoft software own- 
ers, can be downloaded at 
www.microsoft.com/sccurity. 

Reuters 


npor- 


been 
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RED BULL'S Lordy Tugade slices through the defense put up by 
Ginebra’s Irvin Sotto (left) and Kalani Ferreria last night. 


Toyota Otis guns 
for clincher today 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


WHERE WAS JV CASIO BEFORE HE EXPLODED WITH 21 POINTS? 

Toyota Otis coach ү ahead for good. 

Louie Alas admitted ‘Another sub, Ardy 
he let the young, larong, finshed with 
streaky shooter sit on 13 points and two 
the bench longer blocks in only 14 min- 
than he should have. | MOBO ads | wesofacion 

He apologized for his seris, 2- Although бе 
oversight in Game 3 — — —À зра had no prob- 
last Tuesday and Casio brought lem scoring, Alas said the team must. 
the Sparks within а win of the also raise their defensive game. 

PBL Unity Cup championship. “es hard to beat Harbour two in 

With a 2-1 lead in the best-of- a row if they score that high,” he 
five title series, the Sparks try to noted. "We have to limit their pro- 
clinch their first ever crown in the duction to less than 60 points for us 
league when they collide with the to close the series.” 

Harbour Centre Portmasters in Gallent also called for a strong 
todays Game 4 at the Olivarez defensive effort from the Portmas- 
Sports Center. ters. 

Gametime is set at 3 p.m. with ^ “We have to be extra careful next 
Harbour Centre coach Jorge Gal- time,” he said. "We have to beat 
lent boldly predicting a deciding their defense. To win Game 4, my 
fifth game. big men will have to play solid de- 

“The series is not yet over, fense" 
there will be a Game 5,” said Ga Бог the second straight game, 
Tent. Harbour Centre's star guards found 

Casio, tapped by Alas late in their rhythm early Joseph Yeo fired 
the first quarter, unloaded 21 28 points, while LA Tenorio finished 
points to cap a sizzling perfor- with 19. 
mance by the Toyota Otis second Fil-Am center Rob Reyes, howev- 
stringers, who outscored the ес remains a doubtful starter after 
Portmasters’ bench, 62-16, en twisting his left ankle in the third 
rout to an 83-80 victory. quarter. 

He shot 5-06 from the three- Toyota Otis claimed the series 
point area, including three straight opener with а 68-51 victory but 
triples in а pivotal run late in the Harbour Centre leveled the series 
third period that kept the Sparks with a 78-63 triumph in Game 2. 


Pacman sees no 
weight problem 


FILIPINO SUPER- 
star Manny Pac- 
quiao anticipates 
no problem mak- 
ing the super 
featherweight lim- 
it with still close to 
three weeks left 
before he takes on 
Mexican star Os- 
car ‘Chololo’ Lar- 
ios on July 2 at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

Repos coming PACQUIAO 
out of the Wild Card Gym in Los 
Angeles indicate that Pacquiao's 
weight is now hovering at 134 Ib, 
just four pounds above the super 
featherweight limit even if he has 
yetto go ona diet. 

“Му weight is good and my 
camp is really great and quiet,” 
said Pacquiao in an online inter- 
view with fans at website Box- 
ingtalk. 

Pacquiao, whose training camp 
has been dosed to the public by 
trainer Freddie Roach, said that 
when he is in shape, nobody can 
give him any trouble inside the 
ring, including Larios. 

After Larios, the southpaw su- 


GAME TODAY (01- 
warez Sports Center) 
3p m.—Harbour. 
Centre vs Toyota Otis 


резаг said he 
‘would honor a com- 
mitment to fight 
Erik Morales in а 
rubber match, and 
then take care of 
Marco Antonio Bar- 
rera to decide once 
and for all who is 
the better fighter. 

Barrera has been 
calling out Pacquiao 
lately in a bid to 
avenge his 1th 
round technical knockout loss to 
the Filipino in 2003. 

Pacquiao, Roach and the other 
members of their team are ex- 
pected to rerum to Manila Tues- 
day on a Philippine Airlines fight 
from Los Angeles. 

Meanwhile, Tiekemet wil 
start selling tickets for the Pac- 
Quiao-Larios bout today 

Prices are pegged at P30,000 
(patron), P20,000 (lower box), 
Р7500 upper box (A) and 
2,500 (upper box B). Tickemer 
ошев include SM Malls in 
Cubao, Marilao, Quiapo, Batan- 
as, Makati, Valenzuela, Harrison, 
and Molino, Salven Lagumbay 
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ces knock out Tiger 


By June Navarro 


ALASKA WORKED ON ALL CYLINDERS AND DUMPED COCA-COLA, 
94-69, last night to forge a semifinal playoff series with Purefoods 
in the PBA Philippine Cup at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Reynel Hugnatan relentlessly Оп their first Final Four appear- 
pounded the shaded lane while Jef- ance after six conferences, the Aces 
frey Cariaso and Wille Miller punc- meet the Giants in а bestofseven 
tured the hoops without letup as semifinal affair, the only team coach 
they formed a potent scoring шо Tim Cone and his wards failed to 
that set up the stage for a camage. beat in the classification phase. 

Caught fatfooted by Alaska's Despite the setback, the Tigers got 
blinding transition plays, the Tigers out of their tailender tag the past 
never got up on all fours after trail- two conferences, virtually assuring 
ing, 25-47, at halftime and allowed them of the No. 3 overall pick in (һе 
the Aces to end their bestoffive 2006 rookie draft in August. 
‘quarterfinal series at 3-1 in lopsided Earlier, Red Bull showed up with 
fashion. blazing guns to rout Barangay Gine- 

"Throughout the series, we have bra, 118-97. 
to play our best game yet,” said Alas- Тһе Bulls zoomed to a 35-19 
Ка coach Tim Cone. “We waited fora spread at the start and never 
breakout game and it happened looked back to level the best-of- 

five series at 2-2 and force a de- 


PHILIPPINE CUP 


THE nanona снамрюнзне 2006 


decider after Cruz was slapped à 
technical for shouting something 
that referee Luisito "Boy" Cruz 
deemed zs obscene. The penalty 
calls fora one-game suspension. 4 
‘Second Game: 3 
ALASKA 94—ugratan 16, Miler 15, Ca 
aso 15, Blasco 15, Thoss $, Laure 7, Dé Cruz, 
6 Cora 4, Wison 3, Hankins 2, Feros 2, Ba-* 
iro Р 
COCA-COLA 69—Arigo 18, Reavis 9, Abar- 
типов 9, Матай 6, Peek 6, Singson 5, Mor 
To, Wainwright 4, Antonio 4, Miranda 3, Cap- 
E 
Quarters: 20-11, 47-25, 7-46, 9449. 


ciding Game 5 tomorrow. 

"Unlike in the past games, we 
didn’t worry about any single guy on 
the floor” said Red Bull coach Yeng 
Guiao, referring to Ginebras Eric 
Меліс 

Red ВШ averted a quarterfinal 
exit and kept its bid alive for a sen 
final meeting with the San Miguel 
Beermen. 

“We just planned to quicken the 
pace with a sense of urgency" he 
added. 

But Red Bull faced the prospect of 
Josing playmaker Celino Cruz in the 
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Now comes worry-free. 
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3 games on tap as NBC playoffs resume 


GAMES TODAY (Kidapawan) 
3p.m.—Valencia vs North Cotabato 
(C.P. Tinga oym, Taguig) 

5:30 p.m.—Pangasinan vs Taguig 
7:30 p.m—Laguna vs Bacchus/Harbour 


THE 2006 GUERRERO BRANDYNBC NA- 
tional basketball championship playoffs 
will resume today with three games—one 
in the south and two in the north—on tap. 
‘The fifth-seeded Valencia Golden Har- 


wy 


vest will try to follow the footsteps of giant- 
killer Iloilo Warriors when they face the 
fourth-ranked North Cotabato Braves of 
Gov Manny Pifiol and Mayor Efren Piñol 
at the Capitol gym in Amas, Kidapawan. 

The Braves, who finished the classifica- 
tion round at 6-5, are favored over the Va- 
lencia dribblers of Mayor Jose Galario Jr. 
But like the Warriors, who ousted third- 
ranked Iligan Crusaders Monday, Golden 
Harvest could pull a surprise. 


MAVERICKS jason Terry (cantar) penetrates the dalenseputup by Heats 
Alonzo Mourning (right) and Udonis Haslem. 


Asaphil holds new polls July 22 


THE AMATEUR SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES (ASAPHIL) WILL HOLD A NEW 
election on July 2 after the result of the May 11 pols was declared invalid by the Philippine 
‘Olympic Committee. POC legal counsel Emigdio Tanjvatco said the May 11 elections where for- 
mer Asaphil head Mario Raymundo emerged as president did not comply with a basic election 
provision caling for a 15-day notice to be given to йв directors. Tanjvatco said Asaphi directors 
Rolando Rivera of Rizal and Luis Climaco of Zamboanga had complained to the POC that they 
were not informed of the elections. He added that all incumbent Asaphil officiais led by president 
Harry Angping wil keep their original posts until the July 22 pols. 


Over at the CP Tinga gym in Taguig 
City the Pangasinan Hundred Islands will 
go up against host Forward Taguig at 5:30 
p.m. while Bacchus/Harbour Centre- 
Manila of businessman Mikee Romero 
and coach Lawrence Chongson will take 
‘on winless Laguna-Sta. Rosa at 7:30. 

The winners will advance to the next 
round of the tourney sponsored by 
Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, Natures 
Spring Mineral Water, Spring Cooking 


Oil, Regent Foods, Firefly Lightings, 
Molten and Prime Channel. 

Defending champion Ozamiz Cotta and 
Spring Cooking Oil-Parañaque gained au- 
tomatic semifinal slots by ruling the south- 
emand northem divisions, respectively. 

“We have to work on our defense and 
mental toughness especially now that 
we're playing on the road,” said new Va- 
Jencia head coach Noli Tagsip. “The team 
with the bigger heart will prevail” 


Heat wax hot 
in 4th period, 
nip Mavericks 


DALLAS—THE MIAMI HEAT STAGED A FRENETIC FOURTH-QUARTER RALLY 
to defeat the Dallas Mavericks 98-96 Tuesday and propel themselves back in- 


to the hunt for an NBA championship. 

Reserve guard Gary Payton hit a 17-foot 
jump shot with 9.3 seconds left to give Mi- 
ami а 97-95 lead and cap an improbable 
turnaround in the final five minutes. 

Dallas forward Dirk Nowitzki, who led 
the Mavericks with 30 points, had a chance 
to tie the game with 3.4 seconds left but 
could hit only one of two free throws. 

А foul shot by Dwyane Wade with 
one second left provided the final 98-96 
margin. Following a time-out, Josh 
Howard's errant shot from an alley-oop 
pass ended the game and Dallas's hopes 
for an easy path to their first NBA title. 

Dallas leads the best-of-seven series 2-1 
but the next two games are in Miami. 

"Tm absolutely without а doubt a 
true believer,” a jubilant Heat coach Pat 
Riley said. "It comes down to one shot. 
Gary Payton makes the shot, we trust, 
and we're on to another day: 

The Heat squandered a nine-point 
halftime lead by getting outscored 34- 
16 in the third quarter and trailed 77- 
68 entering the final frame. 

Dallas led by as many as a dozen in 
the final quarter and held а 91-81 lead 
with less than five minutes to go. 

But the acrobatic Wade, who scored 
42 points and grabbed 13 rebounds, 
scored seven points during a 17-5 
charge the rest of the way to breathe 
new life into the Heat's title hopes. 

"Wade said he looked at the scoreboard 
midway through the fourth quarter and 
thought, “1 ain't going out like this. 

“We didn't want to go down 3-0, 
man," said Wade. "You just try to do 
what you can to get your team over the 


hump. If you make some plays, it might 
energize some other guys." 

Nowitzki conceded the loss would be 
“a tough one to swallow for us." 

“We couldn't really get anything 
done down the stretch on both ends of 
the floor,” he said. “Maybe we started to 
relax too early or celebrate. I don't 
know what it was. 

“But we didn't defend them the way we 
did before and we couldn't get anything to 
drop. So it's obviously frustrating. 

Тһе only good thing is we're still up 
217 

Wade hit 14 of 26 shots and 13 of 18 
from the line to lead four Heat players 
in double figures. 

Three-time МВА Finals МУР 
Shaquille O'Neal added 16 points and 
11 rebounds for Miami but only took 
nine shots and once again had trouble 
with the Mavericks’ swarming defense. 

But he did hit two key free throws 
with 1:48 left to pull Miami to within 
93-90. That is a big accomplishment for 
‘someone who hit just two of 16 in the 
first two games of the series. 

“We never gave up,” the 34-year-old 
O'Neal said. “We just kept playing, 
showed a lot of heart, alot of intensity" 

Josh Howard scored 11 of his 21 
points in the third quarter to stake the 
Mavericks to their nine-point lead en- 
tering the final quarter. 

Dallas, seeking the first title in its 26- 
year history, appeared well on its way 
to а 3-0 series lead, an advantage no 
team has ever been able to overcome in 
the NBA Finals. Reuters 


THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2006 


Sixers dunker 
NBA Madness 
special guest 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


HIGH-FLYING ANDRE 
Iguodala of the 
Philadelphia 76ers will 
be the special guest ЧУ 
the 2006 NBA Май- 

ness on July 20 ae е 
the Araneta Coliseum. 

“We think it’s going 
tobe his breakout year,” 
said Caro Sign, se- IGUODALA 
nior manager of mar- 
keting partnership of NBA Asia, in a press confer- 
ence yesterday at the Crowne Plaza in Ortigas. 
“Last year we brought Luke Walton (of the Los 
Angeles Lakers) and he had a great year” 

Iguodala, who bagged a runner-up finish in 
the 2006 NBA All-Star slam dunk competi- 
tion, will be arriving with New York Knicks 
rookie forward Channing Frye and the San 
Antonio Spurs’ Silver Dancers. 

“It's the biggest NBA Madness," said Jude 
‘Turcuato, Solar Sports’ vice president for mar- 
keting. “It’s a chance for the fans to get in 
touch with the league itself” 

The NBA Madness Celebrity Jam, which 
will showcase a star-studded basketball game 
and live musical performances, will also be 
among the highlight of the month-long event. 

“We're hoping to get our NBA players do 
some exhibition dunks,” said Singson. “For 
the Celebrity Jam, we'll be inviting legends 
from local leagues, actors and singers.” 

The event kicked off with the NBA Finals 
viewing party last June 12, where over 800 
fans watched Game 2 of the Finals series Бе- 
tween the Dallas Mavericks and the Miami 
Heat at the Robinsons Movieworld. 

A mall tour will start this weekend at the Robin- 
sons Starmill Pampanga. Айе dela Cruz, assistant 
brand manager of Coca-Cola, said promo winners 
will get a chance to watch an exhibition game in 
China and the NBA Madness in Hong Kong. 


Abapo challenges 
Paba king Bahari 


PHILIPPINE JUNIOR WELTER CHAMP BART 
Abapo challenges Pan Asia Boxing Associa- 
tion super-lightweight king Daudy Bahari in a. 
12-round showdown today at the Swissotel 
‘The Stamford in Singapore. 

IE victorious, the ALA boy Abapo gets recogni, 
tion as the first person to win a crown in Singa- 
pore after the colony returned to promoting pro- 
fessional boxing after a 20-year hiatus. 

Ас yesterday's weigh-in presided by Paba 
director general Alan Kim, Bahari came in at 
139.4 Ibs, while Abapo tipped the scales 
at138.8 Ibs for the bout that will be televised 
live by Star Sports. Bahari (28-1-1, 11 KOs) 
has his work cut out for him today against 
Abapo (17-5-3, 12 KOs). Salven Lagumbay 


SPORTSWATCH 


JVC badminton draws banner field 

АНИОЕ CAST OF 1,750 PLAYERS, FEATURING THE COUNTRY’S FINEST SHUT- 
tiers and rising stars, will see action іп the sixth staging of the JVC Open Bad- 
minton Championship fring ої June 25 with the qualifiers at PowerSmash in 
Makati. Of the total field, 523 wil be clashing for top honors in the eite division 
while 401 wili тїсї up in junior 16-under category of the P1 millon event, spon- 
‘sored by JVC (Phils) Inc. The feld wil fight it out in the week-long elims for spots 
іпіһе tournament proper, which kicks off July 2 at the Glorietta Activity Center in 
Makati. For details, log on to www.jvcbadminton.com. The elite masters, which 
stokes Р35 000 to each winner in fve categories, drew 153 entries, including the 
Asuncion sibings—Kennie and Кеппейс. 


Rizal, Pampanga breeders join derby 

WITH TWO MORE WEEKS TO GO BEFORE THE BIG SHOWDOWN, THE NUM- 
ber of entries continues to swell in connection with Roligon Mega Cockpit's 
Hatawan Sa Tag-ulan 6-cock derby. Slated on Шу 1 4,6, 8 and 11, the derby 
stakes a whopping guaranteed prize ot Р35 milion. Twenty more cockers and 
breeders from Rizal, Pampanga, Cavite and Bulacan registered yesterday, bringing 
10 150 the number of confirmed participants so far. Host Rolly Ligon pegged the 
entry fee at P8800 to alow more participants take a shot at the jackpot prize, in- 
cluding the brand new Honda Civic for the fastest win champion. 


Las Piñas cockfest: 50 fights today 
ANOTHER BLOCKBUSTER 3-COCK DERBY WITH 50 FIGHTS GETS UNDERWAY 
at Las Piñas Coliseum tonight. Hosts Lito Servidad and Allan Damian said majority 
of the participants are from Cavite, Laguna, Paraflaque and Las Piñas. At stake is a 
cash prize of 300,000 Entries must be submitted unti 2 p.m. today. For deta, 
call 873-1040 and 874-3910. Meanwhile, LPC's Fastest Win One-Cock Ulutan 
omes next on June 22, with PT10000 in guaranteed prize. A fastest win champi- 
con wil be selected every five fights and wil receive P4,000 and a mountain bike. A 
bonus of P1,000 per win will go to the participants, said host Preco Reyes. 
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CHAMPS: The University ofthe East Red Warriors emerged champions in 
the 2006-2007 Manila Inter-Club Amateur Basketball Association toura- 
‘ment after beating the Mapua Cardinals, 85-65, June В at the FEU gym. 
Тһе Red Warriors with UE EVP-treasurer and team manager Carmelita 
Mateo (standing, 9th from left), coach Dindo Pumaren (standing, 6th from 
right), assistant coaches Gido Babilonia and Vic Escudero and fans. 


‘THERE ARE TRUE LIES. 

But false facts? 

A factis absolute. If its a fact, its the truth. IF 
itsa lie, its fiction. 

‘Shaquille O'Neal was present in Games 1 
and 2 and that wasa fact. 

‘Another fact: Shaq was also absent in both 
games in the sense that he played tamely and 
half-hearedly. 

‘Asa result, Miami lost both games to Dallas. 

Аз a result, Dallas moved within two games 
of winning the NBA tile. 

Alter Game 2, Shaq was fined $10,000 for 
avoiding the standard media conference. 

1 don't know if Miami management fined 
Shaq for non-appearance in Game 2, but if it 
did, fine. In that game, Shaq scored а career- 
lowS points. 

Time to сай in sick? 

No. Yesterday, not ай of Shaqs 330 pounds 
stuffed into a 7-2 frame reappeared. 

Just part of it as manifested by his 16-point 
output, 11 more than his Game 2 ourpur—still 
well below his 28.9 average, but good enough 
to bail Miami out of trouble. 

His last two free throws made the difference 
in Miamis 98-96 win—but thats getting ahead 
of the story. 

What reappeared yesterday, wholly, from the 
giant was—holy cow!—anger which thun- 
dered at—holy cow!—the most unlikely place: 
the stripe. 

Who said he couldnt shoot consecutive free 
throws? 

In yesterday's first half, Shaq made two 
straight free throws, helping Miami build a 52- 
43 halftime lead with Dywane Wade firing 20 
points and grabbing 9 rebounds. 

Who said the Big Fella couldn't shoot consec- 
utive free throws? 


Who’s laughing at Shaq? 


SPECTATOR 
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With the game under:3 minutes to history 
yesterday, the game up in the air and Miami 
ose to pressing the panic button, Shaq made 
two straight free throws, restoring calm to the 
Heat as Miami moved to within 3 off Dallas, 90- 
93. 

‘Who's laughing at Shaq now? 

‘You don't want bloody revenge from Godzil- 
la, go, apologize to the genie. Theyre first 
cousins, you know. 

Fact is, the Angry Giant was the Lovable An- 
gel in yesterday's first half alone: 2-for-2 at the 
line, 4for-S from the field for a total of 10 
points. 

It couldnt get any better for one who took 
just З shots on 19 ball possessions in the same 
‘opening half of Game 2 on Monday. 

After Game 2, everybody's almost saying 
Shaq had sashayed out of Miami, which held a 
parade in welcoming him to the prideful city of 
salsas and sambas just a couple of years ago. 

Now, please stop saying Shaq wouldn't stand 
up to answer the phone (he hates cell phones). 

Noc only was Pat Riley, the three-time coach- 
ing champion, calling. Wade, too. 

Look, Wade can exhaust all his phone loads. 
but if Shaq wouldn't budge, Miami's maimed 
forthe season. 

Wade, with his aerial maneuvers and all, 
cant do it alone. Admit it, he's just co-pilot and 


Captain Shaq is in control anytime he wants to. 
As in yesterday's crash-landing in Miami. 

Almost as easily, the turbulence of a 13-point 
deficit with 6:20 left was bleeped out of the Mi- 
ami radar upon Shaq's urgings. 

With Wade wading through controls in back- 
ing up the energized Shaq, Miami, with aid 
from the almost forgotten reliable flight engi 
neer Gary Payton, chugged to a 98-96 landing. 

OK, Payton, step up, please? He jumped to 
shove Miami toa 97-95 lead, 9.07 seconds left. 

After Dirk Nowitzki, the usually reliable Мау, 
muffed the second of two charities with 3.04 
ticks remaining, Wade halved his own free 
throws with exactly a second left for the final 
98.96 count. 

Wade's last free throw gave him 42 points for 
the day, 20 of them in the first half backed by a 
searing 11-of-12 from the line. 

1сйе the free throws because the free throws 
had been the almost lifetime bane of, well, 
Shaq. 

‘This time, the giant himself defied the most. 
giant of odds by sinking back-to-back free 
throws not once but twice. 

Asa result, Dallas lost a virtually won-game 
and now needs two games instead of just one 
match to win the NBA ttle—if they ever 
achieve that at all. 

‘Shaq going 1-of-9 from the line in Game 1 is 


o 

Shaq going 2f16 fom the line in two 
games is history. 

Those facts didn't surprise me one bit. 

But seeing the Shaq free-throw facts in yes- 
terday’s Game 3, who's laughing? 

Tmnot. 

And thats a fact. 


‘Send comments to menju@pldtdslnet 


Open trackfest centerpiece of Olympic tilt 


NUEVA ECIJA PRACTICALLY 
serves аз the main hub of the Ist 
Philippine Olympic Festival June 22- 
25 with the holding of the Milo Na- 
tional Open track and field champi- 
onships at the newly built Nueva Eci- 
ja Sports Complex in Palayan City. 
More than 100 athletes from six 


countries have confirmed participa- 
tion in the meet that will test the true 
worth of the Filipino tracksters bid- 
ding to join the RP contingent in the 
Asian Games in Doha late this year. 
The performance of the locals 
against the visiting entries from 
‘Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, Chi- 


tacion of the Ist 


nese-Taipei, Hong Kong and Korea is 

expected to be closely monitored by 

the POC Task Force Asian Games. 
“We are proud to be the main at- 


Olympic Festiva,” said Gov. Tomas 
Joson Ш. "And we're very grateful 
to the Philippine Olympic Commit- 


tee, the Philippine Amateur Track 
and Field Association and its part- 
ner Milo for choosing Nueva Ecija 
as venue of the athletics event.” 
“The Nueva Ecija side of the festival 
is supported by AMA Computer Uni- 
versity, Petron, Globe, Fontana Lei- 
sure Resort and Creativity Lounge, 


Philippine 
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BERLIN—BRAZIL, FRANCE AND SOUTH KO- 
rea picked up just about where they left off 
four years ago. 

‘The defending champion Brazilians won their 
eighth straight World Cup match Tuesday getting. 
a 44th-minuite goal from Kaka to shake off pesky 
Croatia, 1-0, in Group E 

"The French, who won the World Cup in 1998 
but went home early last time, failed to score a 
goal in their fouth straight World Cup 
match—this time in a 0-0 draw with Switzerland 
іп Group б. And unexpected semifinalists as co- 
hosts last time, South Korea won away from 
home for the first time in 15 World Cup matches, 
beating Togo, 2-1, in the same group. 

Brazil, which is trying to win a record sixth 
World Cup tide, got a string of saves from goal- 
keeper Dida at the Olympic Stadium, while 
Ronaldo was taken off in the 69th after a below- 
par performance. 

Brazil started well, hogging possession and re- 
lying on the defensive midfield pairing of Emer- 
son and Ze Roberto to win the ball back when 
moves broke down. It faded midway through the 
first half under tough Croatian tackling, however 

Croatia limited Brazil to а handful of long- 
range shots, and captain Niko Kovac initiated a 
handful of attacks before going off with an injury 
in the 40th, 

‘Three minutes later, Cafu picked out Kaka on 
the edge of the area and the AC Milan playmaker 
took one touch to knock the ball past Niko Kranj- 
car and another to steady himself before sending 
а left-foot shot past Croatia goalkeeper Stipe 


SPORTS 


Kaka helps Brazil shake off Croatia 


France still can’t buy a goal; 
Korea wins away from home 


cially difficult because we had trouble getting or- 
ganized and suffered a lot on the left side.” 

The last time the French team scored in a 
World Cup game was when it beat Brazil 3.0 in 
the 1998 final. Switzerland also held France to 
draws in two qualifying games. 

"We know that team all too well" France 
coach Raymond Domenech said. “Its the sort of 
match we expected. We could have beaten them 
in the first half. They could have won the match 
in the second half. 

“This was а high-level match from both 
teams.” 

Despite being forced to play as a lone striker in 
Stuttgart, Thierry Henry went close with three 
shots and a header in the first half, while Zine- 
dine Zidane’s deft touches set up the best French 
moves, 

Switzerland, however, almost went ahead in 
the 23rd minute when Tranquillo Bametta sent a 
free kick into the area but Philippe Senderos and 
Alexander Frei both failed to get a touch and the 
ball hit the post 

France lost to Senegal and Denmark at the last 
World Cup and left after the first round. 

‘Ahn Jung-hwan scored the winning goal in the 
72nd minute for South Korea, which faced a 
team that nearly played in Frankfurt without а 
coach. 

Тоо made its chaotic debut at the World Cup 
with coach Otto Pfister quitting Friday and then 
returning for the match. The 68-year-old German 
had left the team because of a dispute between 
his players and the country’s soccer federation 
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Mohamed Kader gave the African team the 
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KAKA celebrates his, — feri Carlos фей) and Ronaldinho (right). 


тна was eri 
performance bad 


BERLIN—IT WAS JUST 1.0. BUT 
it was a victory steering Brazil to- 
‘ward a record sixth World Cup title. 

“1 think the result was excep- 
tional,” Brazil manager Carlos Al- 
berto Parreira said. "The team's 
performance, evidently, needs to 
improve and it will improve in the 
next matches." 

Brazil won with a goal by Kaka. 
їп the 44th minute, but the de- 
fending champion was constantly 
challenged and just barely avoid- 
ed allowing an equalizer. 

“This match was fundamental 
for us,” Parreira said. “In World 
Cups it’s fundamental to win the 
first match.” 

The three points put Brazil in 
good position to reach the next 
round. A win Sunday against Aus- 
tralia in Munich will be enough 
for the Brazilians to advance. 


Brazil dominated early and cre- 
ated several scoring opportuni- 
ties, but Croatia slowly evened 
the match. 

“We played maybe the most dif- 
ficult eam in this group. They are. 
very experienced and defend real- 
ly well,” Parreira said. 

The Brazilian manager added 
he expects Brazil to gradually im- 
prove during the competition, 

“We are at 60, 70 percent," he 
sid. “Within what was expect 
bs 

Midfielder Kaka, chosen the 
man of the match, agreed 

"We needed a little more move- 
ment, creativity, but I think con- 
sidering it was the opener it was a 
good match,” Kaka said. 

Kaka converted his chance with 
a well-placed left-footer from 
about 20 meters. АР 


lead in the 31st with a shot from 14 meters 


АР FRENCH midfielder Zinedine Zidane (left) gets his view blocked in a possession battle with Swiss Johann Vogel 


The World Cup in the eyes of a non-fan 


By Arlyn dela Cruz 
Contributor 


BERLIN—WAKING UP THAT FRIDAY MORNING, 
the ninth of June here, all indications showed it 
‘would not be the typical Berlin day that 1 got used 
іп the last four weeks that have been here. 

For one, the sun was shining real bright, which 
was a total departure from the last weeks where 
the summer months were laced with heavy rains, 
windy and chilly days and even snow in some 
parts of Souther Berlin. 

From the window of the room I am occupying 
оп the fourth floor of the apartment in Genter 
Strasse in Wedding, Berlin, 1 was introduced to the 
football madness that is the World Cup. German 
and Brazil flags adomed almost ай the windows of 
the adjacent residential buildings. Germany is a 
hometown favorite while Brazil is undoubtedly 
the strongest team competing in this World Cup. 

A knock on my door confirmed the feverish 
support forthe game. 

twas Stella, a colleague from Nigeria who is a 
co-participant in a seven-week Science Program 
Course sponsored by Deutsche Welle Akademie. 


La Salle books 
finals ticket; 
Adamson up 


GAMES SATURDAY (Blue Eagle Gym) 
12 nn—Lyceum vs FEU 
2p.m—La Salle vs San Sebastian 


POWERHOUSE LA SALLE SEALED A FINALS 
trip by creaming Far Eastern University even as 
‘Adamson allowed itself to get dragged to a fifth 
set by Lyceum before eking out a 25-15, 20-25, 
25-20, 13-25, 15-10, yesterday in the Shakeys V- 
League semifinals at the Blue Eagle Gym. 

The Lady Archers whipped FEU, 25-22, 25- 
14, 25-18, to seal the first finals slot with their 
11th win in as many assignments. 

‘Adamson, meanwhile, snapped out of a 
two-game funk and tied San Sebastian behind 
La Salle. Marc Anthony Reyes 


AGOJO: School break 


.Agojo spikes Samsung Amateur field 


DAVAO—SCHOOL BREAK TAKES ON 
A different meaning for Jayvie Agojo. 

Back home on vacation, the Pepper- 
dine U standout in the US NCAA spikes 
a tough field sprinkled with national 
team hopefuls when the Samsung Am- 
ateur Tour kicks off today. 

‘The field is bursting at the seams 
with 196 players registered, 30 of 
whom will dispute the centerpiece 
men's championship division over 72 
holes at the challenging Rancho Palos 
Verdes course, the Sta, Lucia Realty 
gem now considered as one of the 
South's best. 

On the other hand, it will be some 
sort of a stable war in the men’s cham- 
pionship action featuring the talents of 
the ICTSI team, the caddie standouts of 
Calatagan/Canlubang and Del Monte, 

Mike Bibat, Miko Yee and Miko Ale- 


jandro will fight for the ICTSI banner, 
Jonel Ababa, brothers Joseph and 
Mario Labajo battle for caddie pride 
while Del Monte aces Ben Mifioza, Tris- 
tan Tabanas and Boboy Jaraula seek a 
victory for their team. 

Also joining this third leg ofa nation- 
wide elimination series are Tommy 
Manotoc and Louie Dacudao and Jay 
Bayron. 

The event is sponsored chiefly by 
Samsung and cosponsored by Taylor 
Made, C-Lium Fibre, Microtel, Titleist, 
Custom Clubmakers/KZG and Sun- 
bolt. Media parmers are Jam 883, 
Wave 89.1, Magic 89.9 and 99.5 RT. 

‘Agojo, meanwhile, is out for a big 
test against jungolfers Супа Rodriguez, 
recent winner in the Jakarta Asian 
‘Championships, Crystal Superal and 
Mia Picco in ladies Class A ac 


“Hey girl, are you ready to snap pictures on the 
first day of the World Cup?" she asked. Stella, like 
me, is not a football fan. She does not even know 
any of the World Cup teams participating. 

‘Walking toward the Loepolplatz U-Bahn Tram 
Station reminded us further that the World Cup 
has indeed invaded Germany High-end cars were. 
camying German flags. I saw an Italian flag on the 
next street and a Polish flag on a passing car. 

In the middle of he day, Sarah from Kenya and 
Jaqueline from Zambia came in wearing Tshirts 
of the teams they are supporting, 

Renee came to class with a neutral white color. 
“1 am supporting Germany because T think they 
are working hard." 

1am left to wonder why the Philippines has no 
team in the World Cup, 

їп the middle of one of the 70 plus wide screen 
installed in Germany for public viewing, 1 was 
asked to pick a team to cheer for by my co-partici 
pants. Sarah, who is an avid Brazilian fan, told me, 
‘Arlyn, Costa Rica needs supporters so 1 am sup- 
porting them in this opening game (against host 
Germany)" I was swayed by her convictions and 
chose to cheer for Costa Rica for the opening game 


‘but Iwas reluctant to really go and cheer for them 
knowing that Lam in the middle of German fans. 

‘The first goal made by the German team 
brought a deafening roar from the crowd gathered 
in the wellsecured public area we chose near 
Potsdam Platz, 

When the game was finally over with Germany: . 
winning 4-2, there was a thunderous applause" 
and cheers that lasted for more than a minute, 

Closing the door on my unit to call ita day am. 
left with the thought that while I enjoyed watch? 
ing the game, there was something missing. It was 
easy to pinpoint what it was: the sense of national 
pride. 

Next time, 1 would either be an audience or as- 
signed to cover the event as a reporter. It would be, 
an overwhelming feeling to see the Philippine flag 
being waved among the other flags of the world 
during the event. 

T still have two more weeks left here in Berlin 
and we will surely watch a game or two more. 
And guess what I intend to do: Wave that RP flag 
and show the world that the Philippines too is 
watching this ball game that seems to have the 
power to unify the world. 


DON'T MISS THE BIGGEST 
COCKFIGHTING EVENT IN THE WORLD! 


79 ENTRIES VIE FOR WORLD CROWN 
SEMIFINAL ROUNDS TODAY! 


CALL 9 
Wwwllckotnot.com.ph. 
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Clavecilla, Gaston share top 


By Musong R. Castillo 


SILANG, CAVITE—IGGY CLEVECILLA 
floundered in the final two holes but 
managed to cling to a share of the 
lead with former champion Francis 
Gaston after 18 holes of the Philip 
pine Seniors Amateur championship. 

Clavecilla bogeyed 17 and 18 after a 
brilliant eagle-2 on the 15th to finish 
with a six-over-par 78 like Gaston, who 
lost the title to Rolly Viray last year at 
Mount Malarayat. 

The co-leaders had a two-stroke ad- 
vantage over unknown club bet Joe Lao 


and four over Riviera club president 
Danny Pizarro, who shot an 82. 

The Rivieras Langer course was un- 
forgiving as usual as Viray, already bat- 
tling a shaky swing, skied to an 84 for a 
share of fifth with another struggling fa- 
vorite, Philippine Sports Commissioner 
Richie Garcia, 

"It played so tough, so hard,” Viray 
told the Inquirer. "The conditions out 
there today were ideal, no winds, no 
rains, but the course played so hard and 
everyone gota taste of it." 

Viray had two double bogeys, the first 
onthe par-3 8th when he found the pond 


before the green and the second on the 
17th when his tee shot landed in the 
bunker behind the small green. 

The 5lyearold, who immediately 
went back to the Canlubang driving 
range to find quick-fix solutions to his 
takeaway, also three-putted the 18th. 

Seve Chua had а 42-41 for solo fifth, a 
stroke ahead of Viray (43-41) and Garcia 
(43-41), while Caloy Coscoluella was in 
13th spot after an 86 (41-45). 

In the featured flight with Clavecilla 
and the defending champion, Gaston 
had the best back nine in the field, 
matching par after carding a 42 coming 


out. 

Clavecilla had a total of eight bogeys, 
a double bogey, a birdie and that eagle in 
241-37 card. 

Ted Runes fired a 77 for a two-stroke 
lead over Tommy Joson Ш (70) and six 
over former Sen. Tito Sotto (83) in Cate- 
gory [reserved for players 55 to 59. 

Tito Eusebio was the Category П (60- 
64) leader after an 82 for a two-shot lead 
over NGAP president Leandro Mendoza 
(84) and Pete Cervantes (92). 

Ben Liclican showed the way in Cate- 
gory Ш (65-69) with an 85 for a two- 
stroke lead over Danny Sarmiento (87). 
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Koreans grab 
Masters lead 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


‘THE FOREIGNERS ARRIVED AND MADE A 
lot of noise. 

Four unranked Koreans surged on top of 
the men's Masters qualifying even as the 
vaunted Malaysians prepared to shift to high 
gear Wednesday night in the 35th PBC-Boy- 
sen International Open Tenpin Bowling 
‘Championships at the Green Valley. 

Seo Jung Hwan emerged the highest qualifier 
after rolling a four-game series of 1052, just a pin 
up on countryman Son Young Seok (1051). Kim 
Hyun Suk (1017) and Kong Jin Suk (1005) took 
the next two slots with JC Tupaz leading the local 
field with a 994total. 

‘Tupaz edged ersthwhile leader Tyrone Ong- 
pauco (986), Diego Candano (981), Markwin Tee 
(976), Kerwin Law (975), Biboy Rivera (971), 
Raoul Miranda (965), Takahiro Yoshida (964), 
Richie Poblete (960), CJ Suarez (942), Purvis 
Granger (942) and Benshir Layoso (940) in the 
local top 12. 

Malaysian top bowler Azidi Ameran came 
through with a total of 969 to secure a spot in the 
overseas field, while Alex Liew, Asia's No. 7 player, 
rolled a 947 aggregate. Both local and foreign 
players have until tomorrow to qualify for the 
Masters which will be played June 16-17. 

Asia's No. 2 female Choy Poh Lai was still try- 
ing to get feel of the lanes with a 232-236-200- 
215 series for an 883 total and a fifth spot in the 
overseas field of the ladies’ Class О Masters. 

Thai teener Angkana Netrviseth remained on 
top of the foreign field with a 934. 

Liza Clutario still has the best qualifying score 
all in all with а 938, The highest ranked Filipina 
scored the second perfect game last Monday 
night in the doubles competitions. 

Malaysia's Shalin Zulkifli, Asia's No. 1, strug- 
gled with an 819 to stay in the fringes of the quali- 
fying table. She was in the list of reserves, along 
with teammate Wendy Chai, Asia's No. 3, who tal- 
lied 797. 

Fourtime World Cup champion Paeng Nepo- 
muceno debuted in the toumey but his first-day 
effort lifted him only to the reserve list of the Mas- 
ters qualifying after a 223-226-224-223 for a toral 
04896. 

Nepomuceno teamed up with Chester King 
and Botchock Rey to place second in the men's 
Class O trios. He scored 407, while King and Rey 
had 481 and 458, respectively for 1346, 17 pins 
behind the trio of King, Rivera and Ongpauco. 


Pimentel leads; 
Garcia tumbles 


NEOPHYTE JOEL PIMENTEL OF THE 
Philippines stunned Sth-seeded Christer 
Jon Aplin of Singapore using the black 
pieces to remain unbeaten after four 
rounds of the 7th ASEAN Age-Group Chess 
Championships Wednesday at the Mercure 
Convention Center in Jakarta, Indonesia, 

‘The 24th-ranked Pimentel, incoming fresh- 
‘man of De La Salle-Greenhills, now has a perfect 
4.0 points to lead the boys’ 14 and under division 
which attracted 42 age-grou pers. 

"Focus lamang po ako sa aro at buti naman ay 
pumatak po." said Pimentel, who also beat 18th- 
seeded Galang Rambu Anarki of Indonesia in 
the third round late Tuesday. 

Viemamese Dong Bao Nghia beat country- 
man Tran Ngoe Lan to share the lead with Pi- 
mentel. 

RP whiz kid Jan Emmanuel Garcia however, 
tasted his first loss in the boys 12 and under at 
the hands of local bet Nicholas Rahman and got 
stuck at 3.0 points. Rahman seized the lead with 
4.0 points. 

The 10-year-old Garcia beat Shannon Scott 
Neubronner of Singapore in the third round. 

John Ranel Morazo of Paniqui, Tarlac, and 
Paulo James Florendo of Zamboanga City also 
dropped their matches against Vietnam's Tran 
Thanh Ти and Ly Hong Nguyen. Morazo stayed 
at 2.0 points in the boys 16 and under while Flo- 
endo has 2.5 points in the boys 18 and under. 

Unheralded Paulo Bersamina of Pasay City 
stunned top-seeded Lorencius Halomoan of In- 
donesia in the boys’ 8-under to improve his 
record to 3.0 points, the same output of Melwyn 
Kenneth Baltazar, who drew with Le Thanh Liem 
of Vietnam in the boys! 10 and under. 

NM Marlon Bernardino 
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"Before this licensing trend came we 
already had talent search shows’ 
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In the next few 
weeks, "Pinoy Idol" is 
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CAKE DECORATING; SAUSAGE MAKING; 
COORING & BARING LESSONS 


АТ 181 SHAW BLVD., PASIG Ы TEL. NOS 671-4498 - 671-4472 - 671-4409 


 DEMONSTRATION-STUDENT PARTICIPATION METHOD. ALL COURSES ARE FOR BEGINNERS & NON-BEGINNERS, 
HANDS-ON IN ALL COURSES. FEES INCLUSIVE OF INGREDIENTS. 


— кс ысы 
* GOLD МЕрдивт 
с Re - Sala + pandama de Gastronomi?" 
Madrid, Spain 1964 
Courso at Thal Cooking School, Orienta! Hotel, Bangkok, Thalland 
in d cooking schools in Hl 
GRADUATE : ITALIAN INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED CULINARY & PASTRY ARTS 
UNDER CHEF DIRECTOR JOHN NOCITA, SOVERATO, CALEORIA, ITALY 
GRADUATE : LE MOULIN DE MOUGINS ALAIN LLORCA, CANNES, FRANCE 
GRADUATE : ECOLE RITZ ESCOFFIER, PARIS RITZ HOTEL, FRANCE 
GRADUATE : ECOLE LENOTRE PATTISERIE, PLAISIR CEDEX, FRANCE 
GRADUATE ; Full Curso at Thal Cooking School, Oriental Hotel Bangkok, Thailand 
Studied at Chopatick and Hongkong Town Gas Culinary Schools 
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PRACTICAL, 
EASY EXACT 
RECIPES 


VTE raza 
UN 19 ai 230- геатр OPEN JUN 27,28 а 20 (TUE, WED, & THU) JUL T FRI vao. Sat. MULT 
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GULAR PAN} IMN CRUS? PIZZA Wi WORLDS 4i CAKE DECORATOR JUL 8 SAT 1:30 . 5:00PM - BEST. 
DIFFERENT TOPPINGS, FETIUCNE (COURSE ATTENDED BY LENI IN SELLER OVEN-BAKED CHICKEN PIES 
ALFREDO, SPAGHETTI CARBONARA, CHICAGO ОСТ -NOV 2005) 3 LESSONS. IN MUFFIN CUPS; FLAKY EMPANADA. 
BREADED VEAL STEAKS W LEMON. P5, 800. INCLUDES INGREDIENTS, HETTS.N-TREMOUTH MANON. MAGNO: 
PERC LIED CREPES WW FRUIT LUNCH. SNACK (EXCEPT SCISSORS, ПА GOLD BITTER SLICES, PUTO PAO 
ROE RIED, BONUS RECIPES OF CUTTERS. BOXES, CAKE PLATES, BONUS RECIPES OF MACAROONS, PUTO 
PASTAS & SANDWICHES. STYRO Мс YOU MUST BRING OR BUY FLOUR UBE Thu COLORED PUTO 
P1,800. BY SYLVIA IN CLASS) CHOICE OF COLLETTES P1,400. BY MORELLA. 
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ay, Ооо, MEE, DES: ur a TUE 1/30, sonat BEST MONTEREY IEN) LUNG 8 CHEESE OP 
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‘PLEASE SEE BAGUIO MOLAND COURIER SUNDAYS FOR BAGUIO SCHEDULE LONE RUE: 
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ALLABOUT LOVE 
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PACIFIC MALL 
CINEMAGIC 
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No to program clones—GMA 


From page A2-1 
with the latest reincarnation of 
“PBB.” Coming up is “Dream Асайе- 
my" another talent search show that 
would have the contestants stay in 
the controlled environment of Big 
Brothers house while they are 
primed for competition 


In this scenario where foreign fran- 
chises are gearing up for battle, GMA 
7 says it has opted to bat for home- 
grown talent search shows. 

Wilma Galvante, GMA 7 senior 
vice president for entertainment 
TV, says the network “doesn 
to buy [a foreign franchise ai 


get other people's ideas.” 

She is referring to the licensing 
fees that other networks have to 
pay to produce and air local ver- 
sions of foreign material. 

“These are talent search shows. 
Before this licensing [trend] came, 
ме already had 'Starstruck," Gal- 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


BE PART OF THE PHENOMENON! if you've only seen it once. 


you've only begun 
to break the code 


tor Ron Howard 
Tom Hanks 


at Robinsons йені 
galleria * metro east * novaliches 
sta. rosa * dasmarinas * imus 


starmills, pampanga * iloilo 


MTRCB Rating: R-18 


Tor SCREENING SCHEDULES, 
pls call our CINEMA ACCESS: (35-5555 
or visit uc wwimbinsonsmovieworld com. 
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2006 WORLD SLASHER CUP II 
INVITATIONAL 8-COCK DERBY | ТЕ CASCADES WORD TOIR 2006 


JUNE 15817 


BASED ON DAN BURNSTEIN’S 
NO. 1 NEW YORK TIMES 
BEST-SELLER 


TRUTH 
OR 
LIES? 


Only 

one film 

solves.out 
the puzzle 

and takes 

on the 

controversies. 


FROM 2-TIME ACADEMY AWARDS® NOMIN! 
JONATHAN STA 


vante points out. 
“Starstruck,” 
which Galvante 
conceptualized їп 
2002, is a reality- 
based talent search 
show whose win- 
ners (a pair) is built 
up by the network 
as matinee idols. 


Back in time 

“It’s like bringing 
back to the public 
this generation's 
Guyand Pip, and Vi 
and Bot,” explains 
Galvante. 

The first 
“Starstruck” — edi- 
tion produced the 
tandem of Jennylyn 
Mercado and Mark 
Herras, who later 
became off-screen 
lovers but later 
broke up supposed- 
ly to concentrate on 
individual careers. 
But the pairing 
seems to have re- 
mained a hit. The 
network says “I Luv 
New York,” where 
the love team is in 
the main cast, is rat- 
ing well. 

Galvante notes 
that keeping the 
network's original 
talent search shows 
has given her flexi- 
bility to improve 
them and also to 
maximize re- 
sources. 

“The talent 
shows have evolved 
in keeping with 
new technologies 
like texting,” she 
says. "Viewers vote 
by SMS—this 
makes them in- 
volved. At the end 
of the day, a show's 
success is hinged оп 
audience accep- 
tance.” 

Unlike 
franchises, 
vante points out, 
their homegrown 
shows make their 
own rules. 

“1 don’t have to 
follow any bible of 
franchise owners,” 
she says, referring 
to the program 
clones. “For exam- 
ple, along the way, 
Wwe can factor in 
other features.” 

“Pinoy Pop Su- 
perstar,” another 
talent search on 
GMA 7, has expand- 
ed to include Fil- 
ipino talents based 
abroad. 

“Next year, the 
search may extend 
to the Middle East," 
Galvante says. 

GMA 7% shows 
also include a tal- 
ent development 
deal for the win- 
ners, who are guar- 
anteed a minimum 
income of P1 mil- 
lion a year. 


foreign 
Gal- 


Commitment 

“That is our com- 
mitment to the win- 
ners," says Gal- 
vante, "We also sign. 
up the other contes- 
tants.” 

Winners like Jen- 
nylyn Mercado and 
Mark Herras have 
become part of the 
industry, she adds. 
“I can’t say that of 
the winners in oth- 
er networks’ talent 
search shows.” 

“Starstruck” en- 
ters its fourth sea- 
son this year. As in 
previous years, Gal- 
vame says, she ex- 
pects to discover 
another set of mati- 
nee idols, 

“We don’t need to 
be a franchise to do 
that,” she says. 
“We've already 
doneit.” 
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Echo makes big move 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


ITS OFFICIAL. 

Jericho Rosales has joined Manila Genesis “to 
pursue his music career” according to Angeli 
Pangilinan and Gina Martinez, who run the еп- 
tertainment and management company. 

Panglinan said Rosales’ management con- 
tract with Star Magic, ABS-CBN's talent cen- 


Pangilinan. "I had a meeting with Cory Vidanes 
(senior vice president for TV production). She 
said they're thinking of a soap opera for them. 
Tm meeting with Malou Santos (Star Cinema 
managing director) for Heart." 

‘According to Pangilinan, Rosales "is very 
grateful to ABS-CBN ... but wants to focus on his 
music (for now]. Its therapy for him.” 

Rosales and his band, Jeans, have inked a deal 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
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NOW SHOWING 


IN MORE 100 THEATERS NATIONWIDE 


MOERSE Ge «сы ‚п. | ALL AGES ADMITTED 


RAMON “BONG” REVILLA Jr. 
AI-AI DE LAS ALAS PRECIQUS LARA QUIGAMAN 


(Ms. International 12005) 


ter, expired on April 24. 

Rosales joined Star 
Magicin 1997. 

The talent center 
gave no comment. Rik- 
ka Ой, Sar Magie 
PR manager, said, “We 
cannot confirm the ne- 
gotiations.” It was earli- 
er speculated that the 
actor would join his 
girlfriend Heart Evan- 
gelista, who signed up 
with Genesis last Jan- 
чау. 

Martinez insisted, 
“They're not a package 
deal.” 

Pangilinan 
“We didn't 
them.” 

“As of today, Heart 
and Echo are stil with 
ABS-CBN, the network 


with ЕМІ. Their debut album, “Loose Fit,” is set 


15 4 
for release all over Asia, Martinez said. JERICHO Rosales. 


Life Coaching 
and 
Counseling Sessions 


Relationship Problems > Teen Problems 
Personality and Attitude Problems “ Midlife Crisis 
Transition-Adjustment Difficulties © Depression 
Stress © Unresolved Childhood Issues © Emotional Trauma 
Nervous Breakdown = Fears and Worries ~ Loneliness 
Low Self-esteem 2 Grief © Anger © Burn-out 
Anxiety and Panic © Obsessive-Compulsive Behavior 
Sleep Problems = Appetite Problems > Physical Abuse 
Sexual Abuse * Sexual Difficulties > Body Image Problems 
Gender Problems 5: Mood Swings © Addiction 
Behavioral Changes ^ Other Life Problems 


added, 
pirate 


Inquirer Entertainment 
оп Tuesday. “We are 
handling only his music 
Career" 


INAH REVILLA EUGENE DOMINGO 
DEEIAY DURANCHKETQUUP RISEBdANGILE АЙЫ НА! CELIS-AARON JUNATAS 


“Empowering people to live a life that's 


асов ротова full, joyful, and meaningful!" 


“Pacquiao the Movie,” a 
co-production between 
FLT Films and Star Cin- 
ema, ABS-CBN's movie 
arm. Evangelista is 
hosting “Close Up to 
Fame 2” and is a veejay 
on MYX, ABS-CBN'S 
music video channel. 
The two have re- 
ceived other offers from 
the network, said 


The InnerLife 
Wellness Center 
457 Examiner cor. Times Streets, 
West Triangle, Quezon City 

415-6529 / 415-7964 
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© HURRY! ‘Start sending text entries NOW! 


All text entries starting June 4 are valid for the first draw on AUGUST 1. 


NAPAKADALING SUMALI! 


ю TCAKE HOUSE М INC. 


text ang keyword PSR kasama 
ang mga detalye ng resibo 
Турасе» Tax identific: 
TIN) ot establishment that 
the recept Receipt Number 
Receipt Amount 


E 7i 1 RECEPT 


7 (SMART, TALK N TEXT & 
ADDICT MOBILE}, Every P100 value of 
the receipt entitles you to о 


Tomaining fractions PSO and abow 


The cosh per text entry i 
Silly P1.50 Tuntroductory pr 
Terral ent 


Schedule of Draws 


Receipts issued should fall within the weekly period prior to 
the draw date to quality except for the first draw. Weekly 
draw doy is every Tuesday and deadline of texi-raffie entries 
ia 12:00 midnight of the Monday before the draw. 


Claiming of Prize 

Ри Milton per winner. There wil be fve (8 winners on 
‘the frat raw 

Winning rafle entry number/s shall be published in 


newspapers. 
басын Winners will be notified via text and а сай on his/her 


August 1, 2008 
‘August 8, 2006 
‘August 15, 2008 


‘Qualified Receipt Dates 


deb draw June 1 to July 31, 2006 1. Original copy 


‘The date of which must be within the for 
2nd draw August 1 to 7, 2006 that particular draw. е 

2. Saved notification text message on the cellphone. 
3. Teo vahid IDs. 

A Authorization letter (Applicable ony! the receipt i 
пате of a company and not under the claimant 
Prise uncisimed alter 80 daya rom date of notification 

shall be forfeted. 


3rd draw ‘August 8 to 14; 2006 


‘Succeeding weekly draw periods will be announced regularly 
in tv, radio and print ads. 


The draw of the winning raffle entry number/s shall be 
televised live on the scheduled draw date. 


Para sa karagdagang kaalaman, tumawag sa (02) 338 -9777 
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or 


Movieworld | 
Coupon* | Magazine" 
‘when you buy a SIM Рай] when you buy a SIM Pack 


+ P450 minimum worth of, | + P50 minimum worth of 
Prepaid Cards. Prepaid Cards. 


005] 
DIGITAL 


Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
Е Rodriguez Jr. Ave. IC-5) Quezon City 


687-6963 
М GUARANTEED SEATS M 
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.IT WILL ENTIRELY TOUCH 
YOUR HEART AND SOUL." 


Ande wine, рулит: Á - кйш: 
“...THE ULTIMATE MESSAGE OF woods most highly 
HOPE THAT IS GENUINE AND % paid actress Julia 
STIRRING.” on саен ғимотонсом 2 Roberts was panned 


1 by critics in her 
auem SHOCK ...А CAPTIVATING MOVIE THAT Broadway stage de- 


Tou m MAKES YOU SMILE, LAUGH AND A but this year, but she 

ee MODjMAG COM р , may have won a few 
friends in New York at 
Sunday nights Tony 
Awards by eating 
humble pie. 

Roberts, — whose 
performance п 
"Three Days of Rain" 
got scathing reviews, 
swallowed her pride 
at not being nominat- 
ed for а Tony and 
made an appearance 
to present the award 
or best actor to 
Richard Griffiths of 
"The History Boys" 
She won a warm 
round of applause for 
acknowledging her 
А кл lack of stage creden- 
IT HAPPENED IN 1818 2 tials: “I just want to 


e ( take this opportunity 
NOW IT’S HAPPENING AGAIN H 2... 


ТАҚ! 3AN AMERICAN ЕЕ 


N0 winning actress told 
SHOWING HAL J NTING ) y E 


THE BELL WITCH STORY Reuters 
MARKET! 
КО 
жб. pedi 
At the Activity Center 


түш Customer Service text haline: 0217 6095800 Alabang Town Center - 842 2782: fom 10am to Bpm 
коо Cusiomer Servce Numbers: Glonetia- 7527272: кот 10am lo 8pm Ayala Cener Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc 324 
Greenbelt - 752 4853. Кот 11am to 12ma Market Markell -886 7519 
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ВРІ Techno Installment Madness JAB Boxing Exhibit 
E 06 


june 7 to 18, 20 june 23 to 25, 2006 
X-MEN: THE LAST STAND THE OMEN see De 


ECT ксн AYALA CENTER MARKET! MARKET! 


бмр Е 028018 


ТАКЕ THE LEAD, 5 INSIDE MAN 
139409. Руле ү Kulokabildo.com Media Forum JAB Boxing Exhibit 
ARATE SEATS сады s билер sus uns 19, 2006 


June 16 to 18, 2006 


CARS INSIDE MAN 


я Regards Croises: Parispace | Parisstreet Exhibit , 
THE OMEN 4 TAKETHELEAD |5 X-MEN: THE LAST STAND June 1 to 21 / Greenbelt 3 Lobby 


ЗУ шл: CoL RS SEM қарлыған NEN 
SENA 3 ғашжето |4 AquamaRine/ T The perfect spot for concerts, lage plays & corporaia eventa 
LAUNCH X-MEN ч a now accepting bookings for June to July 2008 

For inquiries, pia. сай 752-7062 or 757-3862 
ag Las odii RE 

PAROLA: Colonial Lighthouses in the Philippines 

May 18 to Jone 16, 2004 
For inquiries, please сай 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org. 
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‘THE OMEN CARS 


TAKE THE LEAD INSIDE MAN 5 X-MEN: THE LAST STAND 


Ayala 4 CINEMAS 


STARTING TODAY 
For screening schedule, pls. call 729-7777 
MTRCB Rating General Audience (б) 
Get a chance 
to meet & greet 
GARFIELD 
LIVE! 

June 14 (Wed.) & 18 (Sun.) 
at the Glorietta 4 cinemas 
PLUS! 
other surprise treats 
only at Ayala Malls Cinemas 


А): 


Alicia ... 
Бана 


Buta “Kapamilya,” 
she no longer is. She 
left ABS-CBN even 
before her contract 
expired, upon the ad- 
vice of her husband, 
who wasn't too hap- 
ру about her lack of 
exposure in the net- 
work. “Tm not burn- 
ing my bridges 
though,” she said. “If 
а good offer comes 
along, I'm willing to 
work with any chan- 
nel.” 

When she comes 
back, Sam (her pet- 
name) will be Godiva 
Natural Skin Care- 
products’ new en- 
dorser. 1 teased her, 
"Oh, my goddess! Are 
you going to have the 
biggest billboard on 
Edsa?” 

Sam chuckled, “1 
wish" 

Shes also set to 
shoot the digital film 
“Karma 2.” Good kar- 
ma will always sur- 
round this child- 
woman who stands 
by her husband 
through all his clan's 
squabbles. 


Guess who 

Guess who this 
flirty young actress 
is? She is relentlessly 
pursuing PBA player 
Mac Cardona of Talk 
л Text, But Mac nei- 
ther talks to her nor 
texts her because he 
has his eyes on 
Pauleen Luna. As my 
source puts it, "Poor 
girl! She's already 
like a stalker, All the 
young actors linked 
to her agree that 
she's wild, and such a 
‘material girl!” 

Perhaps the cager 
has been forewarned 
so he refuses to get 
his heart caged by 
her. 

Clue: The young 
wild thing is a mesti- 
за. 


Happy people 

‘At the presscon of 
“1 Wanna Be Happy,” 
everyone was teasing 
Cherrie Pie Picache 
and Christian 
Vasquez as the 
newest love team. Af- 
ter their hilarious 
team-up in the block- 
buster “Manay Po," 
they portray husband 
and wife again in the 
Seiko movie. 

Cherrie Pie ribbed 
Christian, “If 1 were 
unattached, 1 would 
court you" The 
Tonggo hunk 
couldn't stop blush- 
ing. 

Still on the Seiko 
Films’ offering, heard 
that Alfred Vargas 
and Diana Zubiri got 
even closer during 
the shooting. Produc- 
tion people told me 
that Diana often 
hitches a ride with 
Alfred. To his or her 
place? 


HK expo. 

The Philippines is 
а participant in the 
Hong Kong Interna- 
tional Tourism Expo, 
ongoing until June 
18. A Filipino enter- 
tainment troupe 
composed of musi- 
cians, performers, 
fashion models and 
teenage singer Olivia 
(considered the lat- 
est singing sensation, 
and who happens to 
be the granddaugh- 
ter of Armida Sigu- 
lon Reyna) are now 
in HK to showcase 
Pinoy talent. At 19, 
Olivia has won sever- 
al awards, including 
the Best Performance 
‘Award at the 2004 
Russian Song Pesti- 
val, where she bested 
contestants from 16 
other countries, 

(E-mail watering- 
holeshangrila@ya- 
hoo.com) 
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ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


MOVIES/SCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GALLERIA 


CINEMA ACCESS 
635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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Meet-and-Greet Garfield 


June 15 (Thursday) at SM Cinema Bacoor, 


Jasmarifas, Molino and Sta. Rosa 
June 17 (Saturday) at The Podium Cinema 


Garfield Megatour 


June 17 (Saturday) 4:00 10 8:00 pm, 
SM Magara 
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ALL ABOUT LOVE 
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TAKE THE LEAD 


GARFIELO 2 
AMERICAN HAUNTING! 


Еа 
BANDIDAS 


PRESENTS 


THE BEST OF 
RICO J. 
with special guest 
Ms. Verni Varga 


THE PREMIERE 
THEATER 
SM MALL OF ASIA 


JUNE 24, 2006 
8:30 PM 


Tickots at 
(P800, P1,100, P1,350) 


MYMP , 
Fall In Love 


THE PREMIERE 
THEATER 
SM MALL OF ASIA 


JULY 8, 2006 


“Tickets avallablo at TICKETWORLD 691.5610) 
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‘ALL ABOUT LOVE 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


HOST: 
singer 


WHAT 
do you 
lader! 


you—dear?) 


Host: Who are 


xhibit? 


the Asia. 


(Ay, in the Asia! 


Guest: Oh, 
dreamed of going 
ina horse. 

(That sounds 
nightmare to us...) 
Host: As one 
beautiful women 


dang katawan ng pc 
(Don't answer th 


Host: What can 
ter this treatment? 
promise, you will 


personal. 
(Ano daw?!) 


Host: You must 


ful garden in this re 
Guest: It wasn’ 


(ка ka pa.) 


ceived? 


Ho: 
between living i 
house in Forbes Pai 
ing to this condom 
you live now? 

Guest: Well, it's 


но 
you discovered the 
Guest: 1 admit, 
tered, For months, 
what to do 1 


tional ko. 


be—opera, pop, rock? 
Guest: No, want to be a bal- 


(You mean balladeer, don't 


you have photographed for this 
E — Guest: Filipinos all over the 


Philippines where I've trav- 
* eled, and also other people in 


Host: What is your fantasy in 
the field of transportation? 
Tve always 


чу, апо yung pinakamagan- 


happen to our complexion af- 


to unveil into a new ano of your 


hard time making this beauti- 
pinapahirapan talaga namin. 
Host; How do you feel about 
this award you've just re- 
Guest: Of course, (ті very 
gateful to the sponsors, ,..., 
(Ay, he's very gateful daw...) 


: What's the difference 


(Ay, its simplier!) 
low did you react when 


band was unfaithful to you? 


cried —ganoon katindi ang emo- 


Hard criminals & other 
boob-tube booboos 


KIND OF 
want to 


VIEWFINDEI 


Nestor 
U. Torre. 


(Oh, wow) 

Host: Are you excited about 
the grand finals? 

Guest: Oh, I'm very excited 
about the coming-up fi- 
nals—championship night yata 
7 yun! 

(Ay, championship night!) 


the people 


Host: How was it for you, 
growing up in the slums? 

Guest: It was a good learning 
experience to know how to sur- 
vive in a place with some of the 
hardest criminals in the country. 

(How hard do those criminals 
get?) 


to the office 


more like a 


of the most 


in the coun- 


Host: Were about to end to- 
day's show—do you have any- 
body to thank? 

Co-host: Td like to thank ту 
sponsors, Carousel Shoes, for my 
shoes. 

(шй) 


arte mo? 
hat, please.) 


we expect to 


Guest: After this treatment, 


Host: Do you have copies of 
your new album for us? 

Guest: ГЇ give you. They're іп 
my beefcase. 

(All mixed up with the 
beef? No, thanks. 


Оп Star World 

At 9 pm. on June 18, Star 
World airs the Victoria's Secret 
Fashion Show, featuring some of 
the world's supermodels. 125 also 
the last Victoria's Secret appear- 
ance for Tyra Banks, and the first 
Post-pregnancy runway appear- 
ancefor Heidi Klum. 2 

Plus: electrifying perfor- 
mances by. Ricky. Martin, Seal 
and Chris Botti. Replays on June 
19at 12:30am. and 3am. 

On June 25 at 9 p.m., the spe- 
cial telecast is of Sports lustrat- 
ed's Swimsuit Model Search. The 
six-part series follows 12 selected 
finalists as they live and model 
together in Los Angeles to com- 
pete for the chance to appear in 
the best-selling issue of any mag- 
azine in the world. 

‘The winner not only appears 
on the magazine's cover, but also 
wins a million-dollar contract 
from NEXT Model Management. 

Replays on June 26 at 12:30 
am,and 3 p.m. 
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By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


fery Jeturian constantly tries to main- 
tain a balance between doing unusual 
films that strongly appeal to him and staying 
visible to mainstream audiences through his 
other projects. The 46-year-old director, 
whose diverse credits include "Pila Balde,” 
“Tuhog,” "Bridal Shower" and TV work, plus 
several documentaries, hopes to keep things 
interesting for himself and his audience by 
changing with the times and implementing 
techniques brought about by digital filmmak- 
ing. 

By embracing the time- and money-saving 
advantages of digital technology, he did last 
year’s “Bikini Open” (later transferred to 35 mm 
for a wider distribution), as well as his newest 
project, “Kubrador” which has been entered for 
competition in this month's Moscow Film Festi- 
val. 

Не is also among a few featured Asian film- 
makers who will create exclusive clips 
using mobile phone cameras, to help 
generate interest for an annual talent 
search conducted by Discovery Networks 
Asia and Nokia, His works will be exhib- 
ited alongside those of directors 
Ekachai Uekrongtham ("Beautiful Boxer") and 
Kelvin Tong ("The Maid"), among others, at the. 
Mobile FilmMakers 2006 Awards website. Je- 
turian talks about this 12-country competition, 
the local film industry, and his latest movie: 


A WARD-WINNING FILMMAKER JEF- 


Describe your involvement with the Discov- 
ery-Nokia competition. 

Theyre asking me to submit one- to two- 
minute short films (for exhibition only). The 
theme is "My Discovery" It can be anything 
about one’s own culture or country So thought 
of doing a scene in Manila, at a traffic intersec- 
tion during a red light where we see, for in- 
stance, people polishing the shoes of jeepney 
passengers—for some change. I think thats 
very telling of our culture, of our economy. 


How do you feel about this project? 

125 something new and challenging for 
me—shooting a film with a phone—since Im 
not very adept at using gadgets. Its something 
of an honor, too, because other Asian directors 


А commotion at Embassy last Fri- 
day, She was cursing a lesbian 
bouncer named Ashley. Defi- 
nitely not a picture of an “Alice 

in Wonderland." 
Her best friend, Maureen 
Larrazabal, begged Alicia to 


TAKE 
Five 


JEFFREY Jeturian 
with his “Kubrador” star 
Gina Рагейо 

2548 А 
have been invited to help promote the contest, 
which is ongoing until the end of the month. 
Hopefully, from among this new generation of 
filmmakers, some will stand out. 


How useful a tool is filmmaking for high- 
lighting your advocacies? 

“The digital film "Kübrador" is about a jueteng 
collector. We follow three days in the personis 
life, and in that period of time, we see glimpses 
of Philippine society that aren't "hard sel.” Td 

like to do things that are not necessarily com- 
mercial. The fact that theyre asking 
us to do a documentary here for the 
website, 1 think that’s closer to the 
things that are non-mainstream, because 
you document real life scenes. 


‘What about your TV work? 

TV work is my bread and butter... although 
‘TV culture doesn't always allow excellence in 
terms of craft. You're forced to finish a whole TV 
movie, for instance in two to three days. 


Do you think the movie industry has recov- 
ered from the slump? 

I think, slowly, its recovering. In the past few 
months, many have done well at the box office. 
Right now, there's “Manay Ро” and “АП About 
Love.” Problem is, only the big producers are 
making films. 


‘And are audiences more discerning now? 

think so. I think the reason that moviego- 
ers stayed away from local productions for a 
while is that producers under-estimated 
them. The moviegoers lost interest because 
they kept getting silly films. Now, at least 
there are more attempts to come up with in- 
telligent scripts and filmgoers have gotten 
excited for Filipino films. 
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How has the digital wave changed old-school 
filmmaking? 

1 think the current generation of filmmakers 
is very lucky because (technology) opened new 
doors for them. I had to wait practically а life- 
time before I was given a break. 1 did my first 
film in 1998, but 1 joined the industry in the 
mid-80s. The training that we got using 35 mm 
is important for my generation; it helped disci- 
pline us. Of course the young ones will have 
their own leaming experience. 


How have actors changed these past few 
years? 

1 haven't worked long enough with anyone. 
[But {noticed that] veteran actors are more seri- 
ous about their stuff, more cooperative, more 
dedicated. And they don't mind waiting on the 
set; they consider it as part of the package. The 
younger ones seem to have this “racket” mentali- 
ty hopping from one job to another, maybe want- 
ing to strike while the iron is hot. 1 like working 
with Jeffrey Quizon, though. I like his attitude. 


What is the best part about the ongoing evo- 
lution of filmmaking? 

Its becoming less expensive, "Kubrador" cost 
us only about P3 million to 4 million, including 
transfer, whereas a regular film would cost 
somewhere between P10 million to Р15 mil- 
lion. 


What type of films do you prefer making? 
Slices of life that show us as we really 
that, at the same time, provoke 
ila Balde,” for instance, showed life 
in the slums, At the same time, we didn't dra- 
matize it. | think that’s how Filipinos are; we 
may be poor but we know how to enjoy life. 
That's what I really want to show—the Filipino 
spirit 


Alicia in wasteland 


ALICIA MAYER CAUSED QUITE 


Dorty 
‚Жоор 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


calm down, according to an 


eyewitness, 
Ashley slapped Alicia. Who 
provoked whom? 

Heard 
pissed because the bouncer 
didn't allow one of her com. 
panions to 
‘enough, the police and Ali- 

cia's ex, Joey Marquez, ar- 

rived. Whatever triggered 
the fight, hope it will 


ASSUNTA de Rossi 


HSBC «у 


scien 


JJ McCOLL'S 


INA 
ROMUALDEZ 


who also said 


that Alicia got Macy. 


Joy of being Joey 


enter Soon 


ing friendship. 


PLDT 


serve as a reminder to Embassy 
staff and guests to live up to the 
club's name by promoting diplo- 


Speaking of my kumpareng 
Joey, 1 just had an animated chat 
with him. We go a long way back, 
since his PBA days. 125 an inde- 
seribable joy having such a low- 
maintenance yet highly reward- 


1 asked Tsong how his hyper- 
active heart is these days. “I's un- 
der renovation,” he quipped. 

So his break-up with Alicia 
(Mayer) is already official? 
“Yup,” he said. “Ulirang ama 


muna ako these days. Hatid 
sundo ko mga andk ko sa 
school. I've always told my 
girlfriends never compete with 
my kids." 

‘The father in Joey has tamed 
the womanizer in him. 


Oh, my goddess! 

Assunta de Rossi just left for 
Italy to attend her sister's con- 
firmation and also to visit her 
family who's based there. It's 
been 12 years since she last vis- 
ited her dad's hometown. “I'm 
more afraid of my sister's tampo 
than my mom's (laughs) so I 
have to keep my promise to be 
around for her kumpil.” Why 
isn't her hubby Jules Ledesma 
joining her? "les my first time 
to travel alone. Jules and I will 
have our long overdue honey- 
moon, hopefully in Lake Como, 
before the year ends. For now 
it's bonding time with my fami 
ie 
У ALICIA AL. 
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“A FEEL GOOD MUSICAL. 


-Jon Sua 


"А giant consciousness raising session." 
-Rina Jimenez David 
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RP out to counter Fed rate hike 


BSP likely to increase key policy 
rates to fend off pressures on peso 


INQUIRER MONITOR 


Figures that matter in our nation's life 


| US tops RP visitors list 
(January to April 2006) 


Of the more than 965,000 foreign nationals registered as visitors to the 
country n the first four months of 2006, 21 percent or 202,880 came from 
the United States of America. The other countries with the most number 
|. ofnationals visiting the country were Korea, Japan, China and Taiwan. 


Thousands 


usa Korea Japan 


| Kate V Pears о Research 


By Gil C. Cabacungan је, Doris С. Dumlao 
and Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY 
warned that an impending hike 
in key US interest rates, which 
has already caused a sell-off in 
financial markets worldwide, 
could pose a serious threat to 


the Philippine economy. 

"When you look at regional markets, there 
are countries whose economies are stronger 
than ours and they are suffering as well from 
the US rate hikes," said Trade and Industry 
Secretary Peter Favila. “It's a serious threat. 

“Even in my banking days, I've seen that 
whenever the US sneezes, the whole world 
catches a cold." 

Favila said the economic managers have 
talked informally with the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas to map out a game plan on how the 
Philippines could weather the adverse effect 
of higher US interest rates. 


“I talked to (BSP) Governor Tetangco and 
he said that, given our own reserves, we 
should be able to isolate ourselves,” Favila 
said. "But we still can’t say we will not be af- 
fected.” 

The peso yesterday retreated to a new year- 
low level of 53.48 against the US dollar in 
morning trade before it closed much stronger 
at 53.20 as offshore investors grabbed bar- 
gain-hunting opportunities in the volatile re- 
gional currency markets. 

At the end of the day, the local currency 
even gained 13 centavos to close near the in- 
tra-day high of 53.15, stronger than Tuesday's 
finish of 53.33 as а rebound in Japanese 
stocks boosted the yen and other regional cur- 
rencies in afternoon trade. 

Local investors are now speculating that 
the Bangko Sentral may soon hike key inter- 
est rates to fend off pressures on the peso, ac- 
cording to analysts. 

Share prices closed down 2.51 percent 
Wednesday, hitting a four-month low after 
further losses on Wall Street, dealers said. 

The benchmark Philippine Stock Exchange 
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Consumer outlook improving, says Bangko Sentral 


FILIPINOS ARE A BIT MORE UPBEAT Households that 


remained pes- 


view less those of respondents with a 


this quarter due to improved prospects 
on household earnings and employ- 
ment conditions, according to the latest. 
consumer expectations survey of the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. 

‘The CES survey for the second quar- 
ter— which the BSP conducted on April 
1-7 covering 2,590 sample households 
in the National Capital Re- 
gion—showed a more favorable con- 
sumer outlook for this quarter and next, 
as well as for the next 12 months. 


simistic on the economic and financial 
conditions for this quarter and the next 
still outnumber those with rosy out- 
look, based on the diffusion indices, 
which hit negative 38.7 percent and 
negative 5.6 percent, respectively. But 
the resulting diffusion index (DI) repre- 
sented an improvement from the 40.7 
percent and 8.5 percent posted in the 
previous survey. 

The DI is computed as the percentage 
share of respondents with a positive 


negative view. Anegative DI, thus, indi 
cates an unfavorable view by the major- 
ity when measuring sentiment. 

"The current and next.quarter Dis 
marked the third straight quarterly rise 
beginning in the fourth quarter of 2005 
and, so far, the best results since the 
start of the CES in the third quarter of 
2004,” BSP Governor Amando Tetang- 
co Jr said in a statement yesterday. 

“However, since the Dis have re- 
mained negative, the increasing trend 


indicated that the edge of the pessimists 
over the optimists has been narrowing 
This was reinforced by the rising trend 
in the one-year ahead consumer out- 
look.” 

The respondents outlook for the 
next 12 months market a turnaround, 
from negative 7.7 percent a quarter ago 
to positive 3.6 percent. 

An improving outlook was noted 
across all income levels based on 
three benchmarks—family financial 
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Public sector 
debt hit P5.1T ' 
as of end-2005 


‘a 
By Michelle V. Remo * 


THE COUNTRYS OUTSTANDING PUBLIG 
sector debt (OPSD) reached P5.1 trillion as of 
end-2005, down 4.4 percent from P5.3 tril, 
lion in 2004. B 

It was the first time in seven years that the 
public sector debt fell below 100 percent of 
gross domestic product. 2 

OPSD includes the liabilities of the national 
government, local government units and 
state-owned firms. 

Data from the Department of Finance 
showed that the OPSD for 2005 was equiva 
lent to 93.4 percent of GDP for that year. 

The last time the country registered ап 
OPSD below 100 of GDP was in 1998, wheit 
the ratio stood at 94.6 percent. 

The DOF said that of the total debt 194 
2005, foreign liabilities accounted for the big- 
ger share of P3.3 million. a 

Non-financial public sector debt includes 
liabilities of the national government (P3.89 
trillion) and government-owned and -con- 
trolled corporations ог GOCCs (P1.6 trillion), 
and social security institutions (SSIs). 

Financial public sector debt, on the othél 
hand, includes liabilities of government fi- 
nancial institutions like the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas (BSP) and Land Bank of thé 
Philippines. 

Financial public sector debt likewise in: 
cludes intra-sector borrowings, meaning debt 
of one GFI to another. 

DOF data showed that the national govern- 
ment's debt of P3.89 trillion as of end-2005 
was 2 percent higher than the 2004 level, 
while the P1.6-trillion debt of GOCCs was 1.2 
percent higher year-on-year. 

The increase in the debts of the national 
government was attributed to its annual bud? 
gët deficit, resulting from weak revenue col- 
lections 3 

The DOF said in a statement that the de- 
crease in the OPSD had to do partly with the 
decline in the debt of the financial sector. 2 
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OUR TOKEN ATTEMPT AT "GOOD GOVER- 
nance,” the PCGG, got another slap on its kiss- 
able face in the case of Trans Middle East 
(TME), a minority stockholder of the famous 
Equitable PCI Bank. 

"This time it came from the Sandiganbayan, 
which dismissed yesterday the 3-year-old 
PCGG motion for the Sandiganbayan to re- 
consider an earlier decision, in effect lifting 
the PCGG sequestration of TME shares, 

For the past 20 years, TME has been battling 
the PCGG over that 8-percent interest in EPCIB. 
"The PCGG sequestered the shares in 1986. Only 
17 yearslaterin 2003, the Sandiganbayan ruled 
thatthe sequestration was illegal. 

Тһе PCGG filed a motion for reconsideration. 
Hanging for three years, the motion suddenly 
sprang back to life recently in connection with 
the EPCIB annual stockholders meeting. 

The Sandiganbayan merely RE-imposed a 
12-year-old Supreme Courtissued TRO. In ef- 
fect, the Sandiganbayan decision prevented 
TME from voting its shares during the meeting. 

„ Asa result, EPCIB booted out the TME rep- 
resentative to the board, a young lawyer 
named Martin Romualdez, which probably 
made the SM group and its allies happy—but 
only for three weeks. 

Romualdez has been quite vocal in fighting 
the celebrated takeover of EPCIB by the SM 
group's Tessie Sy, the daughter of mall opera- 
tor Henry Sy, who reportedly was aided by 
two “godfathers” rather close to Malacafiang. 

But ina strongly worded ruling, the Supreme 
Court chastised the Sandiganbayan for resur- 
recting the TRO, saying that the Sandiganbayan 
should have decided on the PCGG motion in- 
stead—you know, either grant itor dismiss it. 

Yesterday, the Sandiganbayan decided to 
stand pat on its earlier decision that the PCGG 
sequestration was illegal. The court threw out 
the PCGG arguments in the motion as mere 
rehash or irrelevant. 

‘And so it seems that, in her plan to take 
over EPCIB for a song, Tessie Sy just lost the 
PCGG card. То think that, based on the 
Supreme Court ruling, the PCGG would even 
lie for Tessie Sy and company. 

Given special mention in the Supreme Court 
ruling on the TME case was former PCGG 
Deputy Commissioner Wiliam Dichoso, who 
wrote to EPCIB that the Sandiganbayan issued a 
TRO to stop TME from voting on its shares. 

But the Sandiganbayan, as the Supreme 
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Court ruling noted, never issued such a TRO. 

"The EPCIB chair, none other than SSS pres- 

ident Corazon de la Paz, also a known ally of 
Tessie Sy, plus the SM group-installed corpo- 
rate secretary Sabino Acut, took Dichoso's 
‘word as gospel truth, Rather convenient! 
CAN YOU believe it? The Energy Regulatory 
Commission (ERC) denied that the controver- 
sial “Resolution 21" was meant to open a win- 
dow for the YNN consortium and Meralco to 
sign a sweetheart deal without the benefit of 
public bidding. Really? 

The resolution suspended the ERC rule 
that, for their “supply contracts” with power 
plants (like YNN consortium’s Masinloc), 
power distributors (like Meralco) should con- 
duct public bidding. 

Okay—so those who believe the ERC, 
please raise your toenails. Come on, right this 
minute, top honchos of Meralco are rushing 
an agreement with YNN. Why the hurry? To 
think, there is even an oversupply of power in 
the Luzon grid. 

Word went around that this cute adminis- 
tration was pressuring Meralco to sign the 
contract with YNN. 

But why didn't the government ask Meral- 
co to give the contract before the bidding for 
the Masinloc plant? That way, the govern- 
ment-owned PSALM would have attracted 
more bidders. 

Now, it must settle for this YNN consor- 
tium, which does not even have the financial 
capability. It has yet to pay the government 
for the Masinloc plant—almost two years af- 
ter the bidding. 

And so if the contract between Meralco and 
YNN suddenly springs up in the near future, 
the ERC can deny everything until it is blue in 
the face, but the public will know who to 
blame for another rotten deal. 

Business is bracing itself up for the forthcom- 
ing BIR assault. And the BIR will go after ev- 
erybody. I mean, the assault will not be direct- 


ed just at big-time tax evaders. 

For instante, during the time of the man 
named Band ... Wrist Band ... the BIR charged 
this insurance company for unpaid documen- 
tary stamp tax of about P800 million. Up to 
now, nothing has happened to the case, 

‘Anyway, apparently to force the BIR to meet 
its collection target this year, and thus make the 
country look good enough for this cute admi 
tration to bury us into more foreign debts, the 
Palace is brandishing the “attrition law." 

Under the law, this cute administration has 
the power to remove BIR personnel if they do not 
meet collection targets. No questions asked! 

Such an absolute power over BIR person- 
nel—and their families—can tempt even the 
saints in this cute administration, if any, to apply 
favoritism under our very own "padrino" system. 

‘Who will this cute administration axe, for in- 
stance, when many, if not all, BIR offices fail to 
meet their targets, which is precisely the likely 
scenario this year? 

Already, from what 1 hear, a lot of the BIR 
field officers can hardly meet their targets. 
‘They must collect 30 to 40 percent higher 
than last year’s collection. 

Now, collection targets of the BIR are mere 
guesswork. Under the “attrition law," failure 
to meet the targets can cost BIR personnel 
their jobs—as punishment, It follows that the 
law relies on guesswork to penalize people. 
Congratulations to Congress! 

Surely the BIR people want to hold on to their 
jobs, unless they are dying to send their families. 
‘out into the streets, Believe me, between you, 
the taxpayer, and their families, they will gladly 
тип after you—even to point of harassment. 

Some people in business, including the 

professionals, are already feeling it. 
A GOOD soul told us that our womanizing in- 
surance guy, aside from failing to pay for the 
insurance claims of an influential family for 
its helicopter, has also yet to settle the multi- 
million-peso 15-year-old claim of a big ship- 
ping company. 

It seems that the BIR also cannot collect 
some P800 million in documentary stamp tax 
from his insurance company From what 1 
heard, the case was swept under the BIR table 
during the time of Wrist Band. A revenue 
deputy commissioner under BIR chief Guiller- 
mo Parayno again put it at the bottom of the 
files. Lucky guy! 


YOU'VE GOT QUESTIONS 


ON BUILDING A SUCCESSFUL 
INTERNET CAFE BUSINESS? 


WE'VE GOT ANSWERS. 


Catch the Intel Internet Café Business Solutions Summit 
from June 16 to 18 at the SM Megamall, Megatrade Hall C. 


Gather tips and insights from industry experts. 
Take advantage of premium offers from the country's top brands. 
Have fun in raffles and online gaming tournaments 
while rocking to the hottest acts in the city. 


IF YOU'RE AN INTERNET CAFÉ OWNER, YOU SHOULD NOT MISS THISI 
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RFM CORP. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on July 26, 10:30 
a.m. at the auditorium of the RFM Corporate Center in Mandaluyong City. 
ANSCOR Consolidated Corp. has disclosed the purchase of 500.000 
shares from A. Soriano Corp. at P3.50 per share. Anscor Consolidated 
Corp. is a wholly owned subsidiary of A. Soriano Corp. 
ANTONIO 0. Cojuangco, Helen Y. Dee, Ray C. Espinosa, Tatsu Kono, 
Napoleon L. Nazareno, Manuel V. Pangilinan, Corazon S. de la Paz, Albert 
F. del Rosario and Shigeru Yoshida were elected directors of the Philip- 
pine Long Distance Telephone Co. Elected independent directors are Bi- 
envenido F. Nebres, Oscar S. Reyes, Pedro E. Roxas and Alfred V. Ty. 
CROWN Equities Inc. will hold Its annual stockholders’ meeting on July 
28, 4 p.m. at the Makati Sports Club, Salcedo Village, Makati City. Gom- 
piled by Kate Pedroso, PDI Research 
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Gov't to float $1B in bonds | Fair review of incentives sought 


By Michelle V. Remo economies were rising in the 
foreign market because of | By Christine А. Gaylican 5 7 centives granted to mining com- 
FINANCE SECREDRY MAR- prospects of an increase m US | 77 y Mining firms react to planned i Pase uc cotes 
garito Teves said the government interest rate. THE LOCAL MINING INDUSTRY with the tax credits given by the 
Fight foat about 1 bin An increase in US очев mte | is seeking a balanced and fair r DENR study on grant of perks national and provincial and mu- 
worth of bonds by September to makes securities issued byemerg- | view of incentives granted to lo- nicipal governments. 
complete its foreign financing re- ing economies like the Philippines | са! mining companies. ‘obtained an economic zone sta, an interview. PMSEA president Ernesto C. 
quirement for the year. less attractive, so investors seek | Тһе industry made the call in tus from the Philippine Economic The independent organization Rodriguez said in a separate in- 
The government set a pro- higherrisk premiums. reaction to the plan of the Depart- Zone Authority and has been ex- Philippine Mine Safety and Envi- terview that the incentives and 
grammed foreign commercial This makes it more expensive | ment of Environment and Natu- empted from corporate and ex- ronment Association (PMSEA), the tax requirements by local 
borrowing of $3.1 billion this for the Philippines to issue debt | ral Resources to commission a cise taxes for five years. onthe other hand, said that there government units must be har- 
year. paper in the foreign market. study that will recommend ways Тһе Chamber of Mines of the might be a need to review thein- monized. 
The government already Teves said the анарды to integrate and rationalize the Philippines, which groups medi- 
raised about $2.2 billion would thus likely issue bonds | granting of investment incentives um and large-scale mining firms = 
+ [ттшч-апеиа seminar for developers, investors А property owners! 
through a bond float in Jan- by September, the latest, hop- | to mining firms. оп the other hand, said the fiscal 
чагу. ing the market would be set- Тһе DENR's final report on incentives were necessary to at- | SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENT w/ HLURB RULES 
The finance chief said the tled by then. Lafayette Mining Philippines Inc. tract foreign investors. July 14, 1:304 рт, 24 ir Mays Rest, Glorieta 2, Ayala Cir МЫ 
government ‘could not issue “We are trying to see favor- | indicated that there may have “Тһе government must be | Centr isol Subdiwsin Devt сайлы end ltl bee алые eura 
E ccd элитаны | кооз и тти салық Ghee bare: te omm RR жни чаны ыкы one 
market due to unfavorable to our borrowing program, and | to mining firms that were unfa- fiscal regime is part of what | subswson management notes on condominium developments, govemmeni permis, censes. 
conditions. the next borrowing will be the | vorable to the Philippine govern- makes it attractive to investors,” | ewen eso PO 957, BP 220. RA 682, exemplars om icense lose oes. 
Authorities said interest last one for the year” Teves | ment Chamber of Mines president Ben- 75! тоға tnt your кате, lax vo oremar address lo СЕЎ 09163426 9114 
rates for bonds of emerging said. Lafayette Mining Philippines jamin PhilipG.Romualdezsaidin | "URBAN INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE 
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WHEN WE ASSESS THE ECO- i 1 Php 15,000.00 
nomic performance of Meden MINDANAWORLD Ж OPEN A S-YEAR PESO TIME DEPOSIT NOW! 
alt of i sector is : b 
one of the best indicators of growth. SEARN AS HIGH А5 8,5% INTEREST Р.А. TAX FREE! 
Put simply, more banks means ty Fingerprint Time and i т) 
more business. Attendance Reader Attendance Reader INVESTMENT | "INTEREST RATE | 
Mass ШЕ 5 three жн eu >. › Can process 250 Proximity cards. | Process 1500 fingerprints. " P 50,000 - 99,999.00 825% 
indanao banking sector has dis- 7 > Contactless card as employee IO. > 2 seconds scanning time. E 
played a significant increase in “pj, > Compute Payrol in A Fash > Adjust image distortion. assure | Қ f | P 100,000 - 499,999.00 825% 
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ment Council (Medco), there wasa The top savers were Region 10 | Dosia w wal mounted > Butin standalone module. і P 5,000,000 - ur 850% 
2-percent increase in the number with a P4.48-billion increase, > Price incusive of instalation aS Ar rr oT TR 
of banks operating in Mindanao, closely followed by Region 11 | catusnow s Order now and compiate your Tima and Attendance System 3 

from 877 іл 2003 to 896 in 2004. with a P4.46 billion, and lastly] 533-1562 | 533-3612 wan a FREE Peyron Pro eof tr 0 emporees any Bank of Commerce 1 


Data as of 2004 showed that Re- Region 9 with P2.47 billion. 533.2089 (533-6040, en 


е Call us at 812-0000 locals 250 / 2439 12239/2465 “| 
gion 13 or Caraga posted the biggest ‘The increase in deposits may ако ттүү зү МОСТАР! werk BOC Agate: бад nes ир P2900 pe боны: 
increase in the number of offices, be due tothe increased awareness of ERR SEP icon arme spur landing Your eal der 


Wi seven more bank branches put themeretonthetmporanceofsav. БОЕН ЕУ) pe m Ft fr ete OST DII ы nan ite cte 
up. Region 11 had four, and Regions ing for the future and also the robust 
9 and 12 had three new banks. Re- economic activities in the communi- 
gion 10 had two additional banks, ties where the banks operate. 
while the Autonomous Region of Microfinance has helped many 
Muslim Mindanao is still waiting for banks grow their assets and loan 
itsfirst. portfolio. This indicates the micro- 
From 2003 to 2004, the number entrepreneurs’ growing confidence 
of quasé-banks in Mindanao, mainly in gering access to microfinance 
pawnshops, increased by 8.5 per- programs as a means to start a small 
cent with 1,713 instrutions regis- business or expand their operations. 
tered with Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- | There are now over 15,000 
inas (BSP) as against 1,578 in 2003. SMEs present in Mindanao who 
Pawnshops provide an alterna- get capital from banks 
tive source of funds for the farm- То give you a better picture, 15 2 
ers and the small businessmen. les takea ook at how rural banks from May 15 to June 30, 2006 
Inthe 2004 regional distribution аге strengthening their operations 
report released by the BSP Region andarelikewisestengtheningthe | | 2 
Tl whichis the cener oĉtradeand financial condition of the SMEs ОШУ d Canon digital o 
services in Mindanao, hasthemost through micro-credit systems. x 
number of quasi-banks with 486 f- ^ From the August 2003 repot dili] get free Sifts! 
nancial institutions, comprised filed by the USAID-funded project DIT ts: 
mostly of pawnshops. Microenterprise Access to Banking 
With the increase in the number Services or MABS, micro-loan port- 
of banks, the consolidated loan folio of 37 MABS participating banks 
portfolio of Mindanao banks also nationwide “surged to P291.65 mīl- 
increased to P61.645 billion in lion in August 2003, up from P282 
2004 from P60.817 billion in 2003. milion in the previous month. The 
Northem Mindanao or Region 10, number of micro-borrowers also 
accounted for P19.632 billion, fol- swelled from 32,306 in September 
lowed by Southem Mindanao or 200210 43,226 ar the end of August. 
Region 11 at Р16904 billion and Microsavings deposits also rose 
the lowest at P3.4 bilion at Caraga. from P2054 milion in July to 
Most of the loans were provided Р22898 million in August.” 
by commercial banks, accounting Тһе microfinance systems of 
for 71 percent. But the rural banks banks and other financial insinu- 
portfolio more than doubled from tions are developing new Filipino 
2003 and 2004, as the majority of entrepreneurs and are helping 
the farmers in Mindanao rely on marginalized sectors in the commu- 
rural banks for their capital needs. nity shape their financial бише. 
The increase in the rural banks’ This is largely benefiting the pover- 


loan portfolio could also be at- ty-stricken Mindanao regions f) 9 
tributed to the growing microfi- с 
nance services given to small and (Јој! Ilagan Bian is an advocate “ А 


medium scale entrepreneurs. for Mindanao; chair, Mindana- ^ б - 
Based on 2005 reports from the world Foundation Inc; ConCom and get the best solution for your office 

Rural Bankers Association of the and Charter Change Advocacy 

Philippines, out of the 428 towns Commission Member; chair of the 

and cities in Mindanao, there are Mindanao TVET; Mindanao Rep., 

286 RB offices servicing the island. Export Development Council; 
Savings deposits in commercial, chair, Joji Hagan Foundation; for- 

thrift and rural banks increased from тег chair of the Mindanao Busi- 

P337.46 billion in 2003 to P354.26 ness Council. E-mail comments to 

billion, which is good news for us be- jojibian2Gyahoo.com) 


PNOC-EDC to revise 
wind power guidelines 


By Abigail L. Ho Eduardo Manalac, president 
and chief executive of parent firm 

‘THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ОШ. РМОС, said PNOC-EDC had al- 
Со. Energy Development Corp. ready conducted bidding for the 
(PNOC-EDC) is looking at revis- project. 
ing the specifications of the first “Unfortunately, the cost was 
phase of its 120-megawatt (MW) very much higher than expected 
Northern Luzon Wind Power Pro- and higher than the approved 
јест (NLWPP). loan amount by JBIC,” he said, 

‘This is to ensure that the cost "So what we have proposed is to iRT2IO / 1510 «MEI? / 3110 5 iC MISEK 
will stay within the Japan Bank for reduce the capacity to 30 MW, to ` 
International Cooperation (JBIC)- not include the transmission cost, 
approved loan for the project. and to nullify the previous bid- 

Phase 1, which involved the es- ding.” Canon Marketing (Patippnes ne 
tablishment of a 40-MW wind fam | The revised cost, he said, ser ras mang 5 Don оома ne ee See: 
in Burgos, Посоѕ Norte, also en- should approach $100 million тиры HM 
iledtheconsricionofthewans. due to higher steel prices and the iav tenete ens rvs Sateen Om oa ed 
mission line that would connect overall higher costs of materials. Tameaage Manch run n денен тоу эша а Cry Br Ne SONO жаі fac. 40 ый Cebu Branch боо Ta ê ight 
the facility to the National Trans- JBIC approved а $68-million Dress ven toms tpn Manny Cut BIRDS Чг Ou ALOT Dena nd Pare Delighting You Always 
mission Corp. substation in Laoag. loan for the project. Drs Dre ip ee Mi EN қ 
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PSALM reviews floor price for Calaca coal plant 


Gov't moves 
to avert another 
failed bidding 


By Abigail L. Ho 


Abra's natural dye industry fading, А market 


‘Text and photos by Artha Kira Paredes 


market anymore,” Luis Agaid, 68, reput- 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


edly the father of natural dye industry 
here, told the қодас. 

His clan, comprised of 11 families іп 
Namarabar, lives and breathes natural 
dyeing. 


PENARRUBIA, ABRA—ONCE UPON A 
time, when natural dye was all the 
rage, the Agaid compound in Baran- 
gay Namarabar here was swarming 
with local and foreign tourists, guests 
and buyers. 

But that was back in 1994 when fash- 


POWER SECTOR ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Management Corp. is reviewing the $288-mil- 
lion floor price for the 600-megawatt (MW) 
Calaca coal-fired power plant to ensure that 
the third bidding for the facility will not fail. 


Glory years 
In 1994, the Katutubong Kulay Pro- 
Ject (under Katutubong Filipino Foun- 


“PSALM management is now reevaluating 
the reserve price for Calaca, It would be re- 
called that during the previous bidding, the 
submitted price proposals were way below 
the reserve price," PSALM vice president for 
asset management and electricity Froilan 
Tampinco said in a statement yesterday. 

“We wanted to allow interested parties, un- 
der terms to be included in the bidding proce- 
dures, a period within which to discuss with 
PSALM the factors or criteria in arriving at a 


reserve price,” he added. 


The reserve or floor price is the minimum 


ven бой). 


tains its color for 
decades, even cen- 
turies as the 
Agaids claim, 
the natural dye 
industry itself 
seems to be fad- 
ing. 

“We have no 


* amount that the government wants for the as- 


‘set. 


He said PSALM was also discussing 
whether to conduct another sealed bidding or 
opt for open negotiations similar to what was 
done last April 27, the second time the plant 


was placed on the auction block. 


Instead of submitting sealed bids during 
the next bidding, he said participants could 
‘just be allowed to submit price offers for a 


predetermined number of rounds. 


‘These price offers would be revealed to all 


bidders, 


Each bidder would then be given a chance 
to revise its price offer in the succeeding 


ion designer Patis Tesoro herself was a 
frequent customer who bought the fam- 
ilys natural dyed Tingguian inabel (wo- 


But while the natural dyed inabel ге- 


‘Tingguian inabel. 


dation Inc. sponsored by the Coca Cola. 
Foundation) promoted natural dyeing 
and natural dye products, such as the 


Norma Agaid-Mina, 58, Agaid's sister, 


remembered rubbing elbows with for- 


mer First Lady Amelita Ramos, who 
spearheaded the KKP and former Sen. 
Loren Legarda, who took personal inter- 


est in natural dye. 


‘Mina said she also exhibited products 
in trade fairs in different parts of the 


country. 


From 1994 to 1995, Mina said the 
family employed 32 regular weavers 
who busied themselves weaving and 

embroidering day and night just to 


cope with the orders. 


Agaid always took charge of 


dyeing the yam. 


Business was 


= Hard times 


A 


lucrative 
enough for them to replace their 
nipa houses with concrete. 


Tewas through the KKP that the 
EI family was able to plant their 1.5- 
hectare compound with 1,000 
natural dye sources, like ma- 


Agaid compound, the pilot area of natural dye during the Ramos 
administration. Siblings Luis Agaid and Norma Agaid-Mina said they feared 


the younger Abrenians were ignorant of their own culture. 


lined by 90 percent, especially during 
the last two years, said Librada Donato, 
33, daughter of Mina and owner of Na- 
marabar Ethnic Crafts and Antiques. 

Donato said they either had to attend 
trade fairs, of which they could hardly 
afford the fee, or go from house to house 
to offer their products and earn enough 
to survive. 

She said business has not been doing 
well, and their unpaid electric bills have 
been mounting. 


Family heritage 

It is an unfortunate turn of events for 
the Agaid family, who have embraced 
natural dye and inlaod (lowland) 
Tingguian art. 

Siblings Luis and Norma belong to the 


(makahiya or sensitive mimosa). 

He said he helped his grandmother in 
dyeing and weaving before World War 
П, when he was only about four or five, 
and that was how he grew to learn and 
love the craft 

He said it was his blind great great 
grandmother, Baket Kisamay who 
sketched the horse and star inabel de- 
signs that Abra is known for. 

Most of the products displayed in the 
provincial government's Partuat ti Abra 
"Irade Center came from Barangay Na- 
marabar. 

Rodel Bolante, DTI trade promotions 
officer, said items from the Namarabar 
Ethnic Crafts and Antiques were the top. 
sellers during provincial trade fairs. 

He said the DTI helped them by invit- 


rounds, he added. à hogany and kapok trees, 
‘The entity with the highest price offer, who i >, Those days are now 


should have also met the reserve price, would , just part of the family’s 

be declared the winner, he said. happy memories. 
“Noting the sustained investor interest, we The natural 

believe we ought to offer the option which s, dye industry 

will be most responsive to the investor mar- 49 è Saem has lost its 

ket. At the same time, we are mindful of our 

mandate which is to maximize the proceeds 


fourth generation ofthe Agaid family who 
continue the natural dye tradition. 

They said they were not familiar with 
farming as they grew into the Jife of nat- 
ural dyeing and selling antiques. 

‘Agaid himself knows the source of 18 
natural dye colors from trees, like guava 
and narra, tuber like kunig (wild gin- 
ger) and shrub like the bain-bain 


ing them to join trade fairs and through 
market matching. 

But he said financial constraints have 
prevented many of the locals from join- 
ing these fairs 

He said government has no budget to 
subsidize these entrepreneurs who are 
valiantly trying to keep the art of natural 
dyeing alive. 


TET CES market and 


de- 


from the sale of these assets for the govern- 
ment," he said. 

He said in an earlier interview that the 
third bidding for the asset would likely take 
place in September. 

The Calaca plant was first placed on the 

+ auction block in June last year. Bidding was 
declared a failure when only one bidder 
showed up. 

"The second bidding, which was held in 
April, was again declared a failure when one 
of the two bidders showed up at the wrong 
venue. 

But PSALM decided to do open negotia- 
tions with First Generation Luzon Power 
Corp. and DMCI Holdings Inc. 

They were each given three chances to re- 
vise their price offers for the plant. 

After the three rounds of revisions, however, 
both bidders failed to meet the $288-million 
floor price, resulting in another failed bidding, 

The Calaca plant was first placed on the 
auction block in late June 2005, but the bid- 
ding was cancelled when only one of the three 
expected bidders submitted an offer. The lone 
bidder was First Gen Luzon Power Corp. 

The two other prospective bidders, 
Japanese firm Mitsui & Co. Ltd. and Filipino- 
Malaysian Phil-Mal Petroenergy Corp., 
backed out shortly before the deadline. 

PSALM then scheduled a second bidding 
for the plant in October, but this did not push 

‚ through. Another auction was set for Nov. 10 
but this, too, did not push through. 

‘The second bidding finally pushed through 
last April, but was declared a failed bid. 


че, sales 


Megaworld to borrow $100 million Cebu offers 
to develop P7.2-B Binondo project 200-ha land 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


PROPERTY GIANT MEGAWORLD 
Corp. said it would pursue its plan to 
raise $100 million from the debt mar- 
ket by the second half this year. 

Proceeds from the bond offer will 
be used to fund various projects, 
sources said, 

However, the size of the offer has 
yet to be finalized, sources added. 

The property firm is currently 
studying trends in global debt mar- 
kets in view of an expected hike in the 
US interest rates by the end of this 
month. 

Megaworld has entered into a joint 
venture with the city government of 
Manila to develop a P7.2-billion 
mixed-use complex on a 4.6-hectare 
lot in Binondo, considered as Mani- 
la's Chinatown. 

‘The project involves two parcels of 
land which will be redeveloped into 
an educational complex and a resi- 
dential condominium community. 


‘The project is scheduled for comple- 
tion within five years. 

“Megaworld is proud to undertake 
this urban renewal project in the 
heart of Binondo as this will be the 
largest real estate development in 
Manila in the last 25 years,” Mega- 
world chair and president Andrew 
Tan had said. 

Under its master plan, Megaworld 
will put up six school buildings on 
one of the two pieces of property. The. 
school buildings will be complement- 
ed bya housing project with a total of 
414 residential units for public school 
teachers and other nonteaching per- 
sonnel, 

The school complex will also host a 
retail space intended for providers of 
food and school supplies in addition 
to sports amenities and parks and 
playgrounds. 

‘The second parcel of land will give 
rise to a residential condominium 
community to be dubbed "Cityplace." 

Cityplace will feature 1,700 resi 


dential condominium units, a shop- 
ping center with a business process 
outsourcing-ready office space and a 
boutique hotel for business travelers. 

‘The hotel, along with a promenade 
accessible to residents and to the pub- 
lic, is envisioned to help put up Bi- 
nondo as an important tourist desti- 
nation. 

The Cityplace project will pay trib- 
ute to Binondo as a melting pot of 
Malay, Spanish and Chinese influ- 
ences. Cityplace is envisioned to help 
preserve and enhance Binondo's rich 
history and multicultural heritage. 

Megaworld is also set to launch 
new projects this year, which would 
up its budget of P4 billion to P5 bil 
lion in 2006. 

Megaworld will launch a new resi- 
dential project called McKinley Hill 
Mansions by the second quarter of 
2006. This French Renaissance-in- 
spired, medium-rise community will 
consist of two residential phases with 
a total of 336 condominium units. 


RP out to counter Fed rate hike 


index (РБЕ) fell for the second 
straight day, losing 53.29 points yes- 
terday to 2,067. 

This was the index's lowest closing 
since Feb. 9 when it finished at 
2,083.65. 

‘The broader All-Shares index like- 
wise fell sharply 26.5 points or 1.96 
percent to 1,321.87. Losers outnum- 
bered gainers 64 against 16 while 41 
stocks were unchanged. 

In a telephone interview, Ms Ar- 
royo's economic adviser, Albay Rep. 
Joey Salceda, said that a slowdown in 
the US economy—which the US Fed- 
eral Reserve board is trying to stave 
off by hiking the interest rate—would 
likely chop off 1.74 percentage point 
in the Philippines gross domestic 
product with every one percentage 
point decline in US GDP The US is one 
of the country's biggest trading part- 
ners. 

Financial experts expect the US 


Consumer outlook improving, says 


FrompageB! 


situation, family income level and 
economic condition of the country. 
Of the total households surveyed, 
10 percent had at least one overseas 
Filipino worker, and 91.3 percent of 
the OFW-assisted families received 
gash remittances in the last 12 
months. 

Based on the survey, respondents 
are looking at better income opportu- 
nities next quarter and for the rest of 


Federal Reserve to jack up interest 
rates for the 17th consecutive time this 
month on higher inflation concerns. 

But Favila said that the “Philip- 
pines has a tendency to defy trends," 
citing recent data showing the robust 
growth of the country’s exports and 
investment inflows. 

At the stock exchange, foreign in- 
vestors dumped blue chips as net for- 
eign selling hit P259 million. This was 
a result of foreign selling worth 
P964.7 million compared with buy- 
ing of P705.2 million 

“We are still a victim of the global 
sell-off,” said Astro del Castillo, man- 
aging director at First Grade Hold- 
ings. "We are not immune to the re- 
alignment of portfolios by fund man- 
agers in anticipation ofa rate hike," 

Global stocks were on a rampage 
led by the fall in US equities. 

‘Wall Street, as gauged by the main 
Dow Jones Industrial index, declined 


the year, 

“Тһе highest income class was 

most optimistic as their consumer 
outlook DI increased and became 
positive for the third quarter and the 
next 12 months," Tetangco said. 
“Тһе middle income class followed 
the same trend, while the consumer 
outlook of the lowest income group 
also improved." 

The high income class was defined 
to include households each earning 
P30,000 and above per month, while 
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by 86 points overnight or 0.8 percent 
to 10,706.14 

Comments from Fed officials this 
week have firmed up bets in the mar- 
ket that a fresh 25 basis points rate 
hike is in the offing at the Fed's next 
meeting on June 29. The Fed's target 
rate is expected to hit 5.25 percent. 

Other Asian bourses were also 
knocked down on Tuesday. The Hong 
Kong index dropped 2.47 percent, 
while Indonesia slid 2.9 percent. Ko- 
rea lost 2.9 percent while London fell 
1.8 percent. 

“What is happening is, essentially, 
an aggressive sell off," according to 
an analyst of a top Philippine broker- 
age firm. “Everybody expects the Fed 
to raise interest rates this month, The 
question is, if they will continue to 
raise beyond that meeting. What the 
market is trying to price in із the like- 
lihood of more interest rate hikes." 

With a report from AFP. 


Bangko Sentral 


the middle income class or those with 
monthly earnings of P10,000 to 
P29,999 each. Households earning 
less than P10,000/month belong to 
the low-income group, 

But for the current quarter, respon- 
dents expected a decline in expendi. 
tures for basic commodities by an ау- 
erage of 0.8 percent. 

However, the same respondents al- 
so expected their expenditures on 
food and electric bills to increase in 
the next quarter, Doris C. Dumlao 


Rising rates, 
weak peso 


From page BO 


ment had become more challenging, especial- 
ly for the telecommunications sector which 
was seeing traditional sources of growth 
plateau in recent months. 

Pangilinan said the confluence of rising 
global interest rates and rising competition 
and flattening demand in the telecommunica- 
tions industry might mute PLDT's 2006 earn- 
ings growth. 

“Because of this, we are cautious for the 
rest of the year on the country’s economic 
prospects," he said. "We also have to see how 
the economy will affect business prospects.” 

‘The PLDT chief added that higher cost-of 
money, which is a fairly recent phenomenon, 
has not yet filtered its way into the telecom. 
munications sector, although he expects this 
to happen eventually. 

"Higher interest rates will dampen spend- 
ing in coming months,” he said. "This means 
Jess demand for goods and services. This will 
affect food prices and fuel prices, among oth- 
ers." 

Last year, PLDT made almost PS billion in 
incremental income due to the strength of the 
резо against the US dollar, which translated 
to lower interest payment costs on its dollar- 
denominated loans as well as bigger receipts 
from the dollar-denominated portion of its 
revenues, 

Pangilinan said the company would likely 
report "zero" foreign exchange income if the 
peso would remain weak for the rest of the 
year 


to investors 


By Irene В. Sino Cruz 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—SEVERAL INVESTORS ARE NOW 
looking at the 200-hectare muiltibillion-peso re- 
claimed property of the Cebu City government 
asa potential site for their investments. 

The reclaimed property, called the South 
Road Properties, will be marketed as a prime 
mixed land use property development project 
and will accommodate investments in light 
manufacturing, commercial, tourism, infor- 
mation technology and other services, ac- 
cording to Cebu Investment Promotion Cen- 
ter managing director Joel Mari Yu. 

CIPC serves as the city government's mar- 
keting arm for the SRB a completed reclama- 
tion project funded by a loan from the Japan 
Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC). 

The SRP has been registered with the 
Philippine Economic Zone Authority as a spe- 
cial economic zone. 

"The main marketing strategy will be di- 
rected towards established and reputable 
property development companies here and 
abroad who will be invited to develop "block" 
sections of the SRB” he added. 

This “wholesale” (as opposed to retail) 
marketing of the SRP will also ensure that on- 
site infrastructure will be provided at no cost 
to the city government, he said. 

However, qualified investors willing to imme- 
diately locate in the SRP will also be accommo- 
dated, according to Yu, who added that CIPC has 
been talking with over 10 prospective investors, 
‘which include foreign and Filipino companies. 

The prospective investors include a Singa- 
porean container manufacturer, a Taiwanese 
group, Cebu-based businesses and the Bigfoot 
group, hesai 

Gebutainment Systems Corp. requires 20 
hectares and plans to put up a highly-auto- 
mated manufacturing facility with a capacity. 
of 40 containers daily. 

‘The Taiwanese group, which operates several 
factories in the Mactan Economie Zone, plans їс 
close down all its operations in China and move 
these toa 10-heerare area at SRB Yu added. 

‘The Bigfoot group has also signified inter 
est to lease a total of 20 hectares to house 
sound stages, movie production facilities, « 
marina and a commercial center, he said. 

А Cebu-based group also plans to get three 
hectares for its proposed water park project 
while another group plans to establish a facili 
ty to recondition vehicles for export, Yu said. 

‘The SRP will also be considered as a site fo: 
a training center for the retirement industry 
which will be established by JICA as early a: 
next year, he added. 

The Cebu City government is allowed tc 
sell up to 51 percent of total area, which is 
priced at P10,000 and P15,000 per sq m fo: 
prime and nonprime areas, respectively. 

‘The monthly lease rate is $0.45 per sq, m 
and $1.00 per sq m for nonprime and prim 
areas, respectively. 
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IMF: Turmoil in markets 
is expected correction 


CANBERRA—THE BATTERING 
of global stock markets is а timely 
correction driven by a reappraisal 
of risks posed by inflation, inter- 
est rates and oil prices, Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund chief Ro- 
drigo de Rato yesterday said. 

De Rato, managing director of 
the Washington-based IME said 
markets had plunged as investors 
reviewed a previously benign at- 
titude towards risk. 

"We see that the markets have. 
recently taken a new appraisal of 
risk and we believe that was 
probably a correction that was 
due," he told reporters in Canber- 
ra. 

“Now we are moving towards a 
more neutral stance in monetary 
policy which is healthy because it 
is more sustainable. But that 
means interest rates are going up 
from what we have seen in recent 
times, so the markets are facing 
that change." 

World stock markets have tak- 
еп a recent beating. New York's 
Dow Jones index lost all of its 
gains of 2006. Tokyo share prices 
on Tuesday posted their biggest 
fall since the Sept. 11, 2001 at- 
tacks on the United States. And 
stock markets in London, Paris 
and Frankfurt have all slumped. 

De Rato, in Canberra for meet- 
ings with Prime Minister John 
Howard and members of the Re- 
serve Bank of Australia, said mar- 
kets were facing the challenge of 
rising interest rates. 

"At the same time there are also 
some signs of inflationary pres- 
sures picking up,” he said. “Not 
too dramatic а situation but nev- 
ertheless picking up.” 

Meanwhile, high oil prices and 
limited spare capacity in many 
major economies, including the 
United States, were impacting 
the market. 

"Another area of concern is cer- 
tainly what implications (these) 
will have ... for growth,” he said. 

‘The IMF chief said that the 
prospects for global growth re- 
mained strong, with the IMF fore- 
casting 5.0 percent for 2006 and 
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PANASONIC INTRODUCES THE 
next generation of Lumix Digital Still 
Cameras with Dual Image Stabiliza- 
tion, a combination of Mega OIS and 
the New High-Sensitivity Mode. 

The New High Sensitivity mode al- 
lows shooting at a maximum sensitivi- 
ty setting of ISO 1600. This mode acts 
as another anti-blurring measure, in 
addition to the Mega OIS, by suppress- 
ing image blur which can be caused by 
the movement of subjects, such as 
children and pets. And especially ben- 
efits indoor photography by shooting 
at fast shutter speeds, 

"This complements the Mega OIS 
(Optical Image Stabilizer), the image 
stabilization system, against hand- 


Catch the Fujifilm fever 
NOW IS THE BEST TIME MORE THAN 
ever to check out the latest and most inno- 
vative Fujifilm and YKL products, Digital 
Cameras at the Paseo Center in Makati from. 
June 13 o June 17. Finally bring home the 
Finepix camera you have ever wanted, the 
cool accessories such as Mobile printer, 
USB Drives, and experience printing your 
own photos from your camera phone for 
free with the YKL's Eazy Pix stand alone 
photo kiosk. This exhibition of Fuji and 
other YKLS products exclusively offers cus- 
tomers as much as 60 percent discount on 
its sought after and popular Finepix digital 
cameras. Get to know more about high- 
quality Рп accessories and services as 
well to complete your digital experience. Fu- 
tim Finepix digital cameras, digital image 
processing, Pivi Mobile printer and Eazy Pix 
stand-alone kiosk are regularly avaiable at 
Fujifilm Digital Imaging Stations in major 
malis and department stores nationwide. 
Paseo Center в located at the heart of Ayala 
Triangle, comers Paseo Avenue, Sedeno 
and Valero 51е. Makati Cl. 


Calling FEU HS Batch 84 
IN PREPARATION FOR THE GRAND SIL- 
ver alumni homecoming of FEU High 
School Batch 1864, the Alumni Relations 
Committee is calling all members of the 
sald batch to submit thelr contact informa- 
tion for the update of the directory through 
emali address pinkypop_84@yahoo.com 
or call 840-3577 (during office hours) or 
(0917)8862611. 


DERATO 


predicting that, in 2007, “the 
‘world economy will continue per- 
forming at a healthy pace.” 
“Nevertheless, the markets are 
looking again at some fundamen- 
tals; 
nancial stability, anti-inflationary 
credibility of monetary authori- 


more important," he said. 

‘Australian 
Costello said the slump on the do- 
mestic stock market, which has 
wiped almost 10 percent off the 
benchmark S and P/ASX 200 in- 
dexoverthe past month, was part. 


"There's a correction in other 
countries and there's a correction 
in Australia," he said. 

"This is what happens when you. 
have a very strong run-up over a 
period of time. You get a correc- 
tion; it’s not always unwelcome.” 

Costello said that Australian 
market had been at all-time highs 
ahead ofthe current correction. 

The markets had been rattled 
by fears of global inflation im- 
pacting on world growth, trigger- 


he said, adding that he still ex- 
pected commodity prices to re- 
main at high levels. 

"lf you don't have small correc- 
tions, eventually you have very 
large corrections, and its better to 
have smaller ones,” he said. AFP 
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to keep flowing back to dollar as- 


In Tokyo, Asia's biggest stock 
market, the benchmark Nikkei 
stock average eked out a modest 
gain of 0.6 percent, partly recov- 
ering «from its biggest one-day 
percentage fall in two years on 


The rise was helped by stocks 
of companies focused on the do- 
mestic economy, such as Internet 
and telo company Softbank 
Corp., which jumped more than 7 


Other Asian stock markets 
gained support from the firmer 
tone in Tokyo. South Korea's 
benchmark KOSPI rose 1.5 per- 


added 2 percent. 

The MSCI's As 
dex, an indicator of share prices 
of the biggest Asian companies 
outside of Japan, was up 0.8 per- 
cent, regaining a fraction of the 
18 percent loss since hitting a 
record high on May 8. 

Kookmin Bank, South Korea's 
biggest lender, rose 5.3 percent, 
while Shinhan Financial Group, 
the country’s second-biggest fi- 
nancial services provider, added 
2.2 percent, 

Spot gold plunged to below 
$550 an ounce, 
low, to notch a 24-percent drop 
from a record high hit on May 11. 
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Investors have: dumped riskier 
assets and moved into the dollar 
and government bonds since May 
оп worries that the US Federal Re- 
serve will raise rates for the 17th 
straight time this month to stymie 
inflation, despite signs that the 
world’s ‘biggest economy and 
Asia's biggest export market is 
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People, Eventse? Products 
Panasonic launches Lumix 
Digital Still Cameras 


shake that ensures no picture deterio- 
ration. Panasonic is the first company 
in the industry to succeed in building 
Mega OIS into a compact digital still 
camera. Now, it has set standards in 
digital photography as proven by users 
allover the world. 

‘Thanks to this powerful combina- 
tion of image stabilization technology, 
both handshake and subject move- 
ment, the two major causes of image 
blur, are compensated for. Thus, pro- 
ducing nothing but clear images. 

Another superior feature is its 
28mm wide angle lens: Panasonic was 
able to integrate this useful lens into a 
compact and slim camera. Now, it is 
easier to take indoor group photos, ar- 


PSE online stock 


trading tournament 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE PHILIPPINE 
‘Stock Exchange and the Manila Jaycees, Ci- 
tisecOnline, an online stock brokerage frm, 
has found an effective medium to reach the 
intem generation. Tho leading proponent of 
‘online trading, together with the PSE, Б spon- 
soring a tournament that simulates stock 
market trading ands conducted online. Reg- 
istration В ongoing at ww pse.com.ph until 
June 15. The tournament, which is open to all 
and ends July 31, Is a seque to an annual PSE 
‘vent for students, PSE ойсіі disclose that 
the 2006 elton of the PSE online stock trad- 
ing tournament had 1,200 students from 32 
colleges and universities ай over the country 
competing to increase the value of their indi- 
vidual virtual portfolios through an online. 
trading game that mimics the actviles of the 
PSE. Key information such as most active 
stocks, the top 20 gainers and losers, heavily 
traded stocks and many mare are now broad- 
ast etlicientiy through the company's йе. 
Such information willbe made avalable by Ci- 
ılsecOnline to all participants during the whole 
duration ol the tournament by providing them 
free trial access to their website, www.citisec- 
‘online com. Access to tho CisecOnline web- 
site wil hep hem geta better feel of online. 
trading. In айййоп the website also providos 
dally research and timely company updates 
and analysis to better hone thelr Бес, For 
more details and free trials of the CitisecOnline 
website, please cal 6333-777 or send in- 
quos to hopdoskGziseconlin.com. 


chitecture or scenery with dynamic 
width and rich perspective. With the 
wide angle lens, you can get more peo- 
ple into one picture than the usual 3 or 
4 you can get into the frame. 

‘This year’s Panasonic Lumix Series 
Digital Still Cameras will feature six 
new models: the DMC-FXO1, the 
world's smallest camera with 28mm 
Wide-Angle Lens; the DMC-FZ7 with 
12X Optical Zoom; the DMC-LS2 with 
5-Megapixel ЗХ Optical Zoom, which 
runs on 2 AA batteries; the 6-Megapix- 
el DMC-LZS and 5-Megapixel DMC- 
123 with Optical 6X Zoom (also 2 AA 
battery-operated); and the Traveller 
Zoom DMC-TZ1, the world's smallest. 
10X Optical Zoom digital camera. 


SC Johnson's new GM 


SC JOHNSON & 

Son Inc announced 

the appointment of 

Ramon Alejandro P. 

Daez as general 

manager - Malay 

Cluster (Philippines, 

Malaysia and Singa- 

pore). Daez has a combined 22 years of se- 
ior sales and marketing leadership experi- 
‘ence and joined SC Johnson in 2001 as sales 
director. Ніз new responsibilities will include 
leading the Management Committee in these 
respective countries to achieve organization- 
al, market share and financial objectives. 


Astellas Pharma Phils 
appoints new ҮР 
ASTELLAS PHARMA. 
Phils Inc (formerly 

Yamanouchi Phils 

Inc), a leading urolo- 

‘gy and oncology = 
company, as recent- 

announced the ap- 

polntment of lan P. Vondel as ns new vice 
president and marketing director. Prior to this, 
Vendel served as the company's national 
marking director. A veteran marketing execu- 
tive for over 20 years now, Vendivel is respon- 
sible for making Astelas Pharma Phi into 
what ts now a P200 milion business from 
a P14 milion business in 1997. Heis a top 
{redual of the Asan Insitute ot Management. 


and First Versa 


It fell more than 7 percent on 
‘Tuesday, its sharpest decline in 15 


“We may see more falls but it 
won't be as big than what we've 
seen this week,” said Shuji Suga- 
ia, assistant manager at Mit- 
subishi Corporation Futures and 
Securities Ltd. "Previously when 
we saw a major correction, gold 
always came back strongly but in- 
vestors will be more careful this 
time about taking positions in 


banks 
raised rates to fight off commodi- 


The month-long slide in global 
stocks has wiped out $1.9 trillion. 
in wealth, more than the econom- 
ic output of the United Kingdom, 
based on the MSCI World index, 
"which has fallen nearly 12 per- 
cent since its year high in early 


The rate expectations, but- 
шеней by hawkish comments by 
Reserve officials, 


economist with Standard Char- 
tered Bank said, noting worries 
over excess production in some 

such as autos and 


data 
Wednesday showed that property 
prices in 70 major Chinese cities 
rose 5.8 percent in May from a 


‘The fastest growth was in the 
city of Dalian, 
where residential prices climbed 
15.2 percent from a year earlier, 
the National Development and 
Reform Commission reported. 
Next in line was Shenzhen, 
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Asia stocks rebound; oil hit again 


SINGAPORE—JAPANESE STOCKS 
yesterday 
ground from their 
fall in two years on Tuesday, 
shoring up other Asian shares but 
failing to reassure European mar- 
kets, which were expected to open 
weaker, 

Risk-averse investors, fretting 
over rising interest rates and con- 
cerns that global growth will slow, 
still dumped gold and metals. Oil 
fell to a three-week low. 

‘The dollar benefited though, 
holding near seven-week highs 
against the euro and the yen as in- 
vestors flocked to the security of 
the world’s most traded currency. 

Dealers expect the UK's FTSE 
100 index to open 13-16 points 
lower, extending Tuesday's losses 
which pushed the index to a six- 
month low. 

Germany's DAX index was seen 
falling 26-29 points and France's 
CAC was seen opening 17-25 
points lower following losses on 
Wall Street the other day when. 
the Dow Jones industrial average 
fell to its lowest level since Jan- 
чагу, and the tech-heavy Nasdaq 
index hit a 7-1/2-month low. 

"The market continues to see 
movements linked to risk aver- 
said Kota Kimura, forex 
manager at Shinkin Central Bank. 
"Unless some fresh and strong in- 
centives come out, money is likely 


China reports 


SHANGHAI—CHINAS 
benchmark of industrial output 
rose 17.9 percent in May from a 
year earlier, the government yes- 
terday reported in the latest re- 
of higher-than-expected 
economic data. 

May's industrial output totaled 
706 billion yuan (US$88.2 bil- 
lion; 70 billion euros), the Na- 
tional Bureau of Statistics report- 
ed. It said industrial output rose 
17 percent year-on-year in Jan- 
чагу-Мау. 

Chinas economy grew 10.3 
percent in the first three months 
of the year, boosted by strong 
growth in bank lending and surg- 


helped push the dollar to a seven- 
week high against the euro and 
yen in New York, The currency 
stayed near those levels in Asian 
trade on Wednesday. 

‘The Fed is due to review policy 
on June 28-29. 

By late afternoon trading in 
Tokyo, the dollar was at 115.06 
yen, a notch weaker than a seven: 
week high of 115.20 yen hit on 
electronic trading platform EBS. 

The euro traded at $1.2572, 
close to a seven-week low of 
31.2530 struck on Tuesday. 

‘Traders said the dollars next 
move would depend on the US 
consumer price index, due, at 
1230 GMT. Economists polled by 
Reuters expect the index to rise 
0.4 percent in May from a month 
earlier. 

US crude ой fell to a three-week 
low of $68.10 a barrel in Asia, ex- 
tending a two-day decline, pres- 
sured by the commodities sell-off 
and as traders anticipated a gaso- 
line stock build in US inventories. 

“Oil won't ignore the broader 
commodities move, it's too impor- 
tant a part of the indexes," said 
Tobin Gorey, a commodities ana- 
lyst at Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia. 

Japanese government bond 
prices rose. The two-year yield 
fell 2.5 basis points to 0.7 percent, 

Reuters 


have 


surge in industrial output, property rates 


ing exports. The government has 
raised interest rates and sought 
to restrain bank lending for in- 
vestment in industries thought to 
be overheated—so far without 
much sign of success. 

Forecasts for May had put 
growth in industrial output at be- 
Jow 17 percent. 

Auto production rose 28.4 
percent in May from a year earli- 
er to 620,000 units, up from 21 
percent growth in April. Pig iron 
Output rose 23 percent, crude 
steel 19.6 percent and steel 
products 27 percent, the bureau 


Hui, an whichborders Hong Kong, where 
prices rose 13.7 percent, followed 
by the northern city of Hohhot, 
where prices climbed 11.4 per- 
cent, it said. 

‘The government recently en- 
acted measures aimed at prevent- 
ing property prices from spiraling 
higher and encouraging con- 
struction of affordable housing, 
instead of luxury apartment 
blocks and villas. 

Prices in Shanghai, where such 
measures were implemented 
more than a year ago, saw real es- 
tate prices fall 6.2 percent year- 
on-year in May, the commission 
said. AP 
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PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT FOR MULTI-USAGE CARD ANNOUNCED 


Joseph Issifu, president and СОО of First Versatile 
‘Smartcard Solutions Corp and Michael Donnelly, 
member of the Management Board of ERG Group 
ol Australia, sign the licensing agreement between 
their companies for the forthcoming launch of a 
brand new electronic payment system using con- 
tactless card technology. The card functions like a 
debit card and can be reloaded from time to time. 

It can be used in convenience stores, fastfood cen- 
ters, drugstores, gas stations, supermarkets, and 


Kong It? 
promo 


winners 

BURGER KING ANNOUN- 

‘ces the winners of the Kong 

It! text raffle promo. Winners in the 1st 
weekly draw of a Nokia М90 and a 30GB Ap- 
ple I-pod, respectively were Ryan Garcia of 
‘San Pedro, Laguna and Barbara Elishea Cada 
ol San Mateo, Rizal. In the 2nd draw, Kristian 
Carlo Ed A. Lalas of E. Rodriguez St. Ave. 
QC. won a Sony PSP while Johanna de Be- 
len of Francisco, Bulacan took home a 30GB 
Apple I-pod, In the 3rd draw, Doris Pabalan 
of Imus, Cavite and Tom Villacorta of Project 
7, QC. won a Sony PSP and a Nokia N90, 
respectively. The 4th draw had Michael Carlo 
Caparas of Sta. Cruz, Manila and Paolo Mar- 
quez of Palanan, Makati City winning a Nokia 
N90 and a 30GB Apple I-pod. In the Sth 
draw, lucky texters Gay Mitra of P. Ocampo, 
Malate and Victor Mendoza of United St., 
‘Mandaluyong Gity brought home a Sony 
PSP and a 30GB Apple I-pod. In the grand 
‘draw, Burger King gave away coo! high-tech 
gadgets to six more ol Its customers. Haze- 
Iyne Elgar of Marist Vilage, Marikina City and 
Eladio Villanueva of Sitio Burol, Taytay, Rizal 
walked away with one unit each of Sony PSP. 
Hanzel Dwight Шу of Sikatuna Village, Q.C. 
‘and Teresa Lopez of FEU Village, Antipolo, 
meanwhile, won for themselves а new Nokia 
N90 unit each. Finally, Tifany Mattlin of 
TCEV, Antipolo and Gregory Co of Valle 
Verde, Pasig City were the winners of two 
units of 3068 Apple I-pod. 


‘eventually, transportation systems in the metropo- 
lis, It will be available in convenience stores and. 
sari-sari stores intially in Metro Manila and its sur- 
rounding areas. At the signing were James Mack- 
ay, chair, First Versatile SmartCard Solutions, 
Corp; Joseph Ndewura Issifu, president and COO, 
First Versatile SmartCard Solutions Corp; Michael 
Donnelly, member of the management board of 
ERG Group; and Mohammad Kader business de- 
velopment manager ERG Group. 


FFCCCII RECEIVES PAGKILALA SA 
PAGLILINGKOD AWARD 


The Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry Inc. (FFCCCII) was given 
the "Pagkilala sa Paglilingkod" Award by the Chi- 
пезе-Ніріло community during the joint celebration. 
ol the 108th Philippine Independence Day and the 
5th Filipino-Chinese Friendship Day held recently at 
the Reception Hall of the Philippine International 
Convention Center (PICC). The award was given to 
the ЕЕССО for providing invaluable service to the 
Filipino people through charity projects specially by 
mobilizing the Chinese-Filipino community to con- 
tribute resources for the construction of schoo! 
‘buildings for publ schools thereby helping the Chi- 
‘ngse-Filpino community promote stronger friend- 
ship and understanding with their Flipino brethren. 
With its over 170 member-organizations spread 
throughout the archipelago, the federation's new 
strategy ls to mobilize this strong and effective net- 
work in ordar to find good business opportunities 
for the Philippines and promote soclo-civic projects 
as part of its corporate social responsibilty ellos. 
Photo shows President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 
congratulating FFCCCII president Francis Chua. 


INYOUNG-PHILIPPINES, 


based in Subic Bay is in urgent need of high calibre 
individuals to join our team. 


G 


PRODUCTION PROJECT MANAGER 


+ Graduate of Civil Engineering course; 

+ Familiar on Steel Plate Product engineering analysis; 

1% Must have related work experience іп Steel Plate 

2 Producto 

^4 Responsible in the implementation of the related project; 

+ Atleast five (5) years related work experience in 
Engineering management specifically in plant production; 

;* Excellent communication skills 


PRODUCTION TECHNICAL MANAGER 


2» Graduate of Mechanical Engineering course; 
Excellent Computer application operation; 
Familiar on Steel Plate Product engineering analysis; 
At least five (5) years related work experience in Eng'g 
management; 
Must have related work experience in Steel Plate 
Production; 
Must have related work experience in material planning; 
Prepares technical drawing and specification specifically 
steel manufacturing and fabrication; 
Excellent communication skills 


ADMINISTRATION MANAGER 


Graduate of any business related course preferably with 
masters in Business Administration; 

Must have related work experience in Admin Management; 
At least eight (8) years related work experience in 
Administration management; 

Excellent communication skills 


Interested applicants may directly apply and/or submit their 
Zresumé to the address indicated below: 


INYOUNG-PHILIPPINES, INC. 
Human Resources Department 
Portion of Block 11 and 15 SRF Compound, 
‘Subic Bay Freeport Zone, Zambales 
Telephone No. (047) 252-5375-77; Facsimile: (047) 252-5379 


Accounting for Non-Accountants seminar set 


TBISIS ESPECIALLY DESIGNED 1:00-5:00 p.m. at Holiday Inn Gal- 
for non-accounting managers, su- (егіз, Ortigas. 

pervisors and personnel. Whether you The workshop will have as its re- 
like it or not, you have to work with source lecturer Ms. Cecile Catahan, 
some issues in basic accounting. Consultant, Trainer and Certified 

Topics include: The accounting Public Accountant 

cycle; Adjusting journal entries; Fi- This seminar is sponsored by Por- 
nancial Statements like Balance ter and Miles Inc. with office address 
Sheet and Income Statements; The at Suite 2502-C Tektite Tower East, 
Cash Flow Statement and Financial Ortigas Center. Сай Mercy at 638: 
Statements. This program js slated 7719 / 20 for more information / 
on-Thurs & Friday, June 15 & 16, reservation. Limited seats only 
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PNOC-ENEAGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Energy Complex, Mert Road 
Fort Bondaci, Taguig Cay 
Tel No. 893-1320, Local 5282 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 
The PNOC-Energy Development Corporation is inviing all interested suppliers 
to apply and submit sealed bids for the supply and delivery of the folowing: 
Various Sizes of Through Conduit Valves under FGT 61901 
Approved Budget: PHP 3,936,700.00 
Eligbity forms and bidding documents shall be available for issuance at the 
above address co Ms. Maria Cristina Lynn М. Mercado staring June 6, 2006 
‘and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of P400.00 per document. 
For purposes of clarifying certain matters, apre-bidding conference shal be heid 
оп dune 15, 2006, 2:00 p.m. at he above address. 
Applications for eigbity and sealed bids shall be submited o, and registered 
wilh the PNOC-EDC Supply Management Department at the above address, 
and thereafter dropped in the padiocked bid box thereat not later han 2:00 p.m. 
(Supply Management Department Wall Clock Time) of June 29,2006. Pubic 
‘opening of bids shal follow immediately thereafter. Late bids shall not be 
accepted. 
Prospective bidders shall signify conformance to the bidding terms and 
conditions, as required, and shal ensure the same through proper submission! 
execution. Source of funding is from intemal Cash Generation of PNOC-EDC. 
Alitidsshoud be within the Approved Budget forthe Contractin order to qualify. 
PNOC Energy Development Corporation reserves ће right to annul the bidding 
process. to reject any огай bids, to waive any informality in the bids received 
and lo accept such bid which is most advantageous to PNOC-EDC without 
{hereby incurring lab to the affected bidder or bidders or any obligation to 
inform the affected bidder or bidders of ће ground(s) for PNOC-EDC s action. 
Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee 1 
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77777 NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that GLC KEY 
BUSINESS VENTURES CORP. is applying for 
registration with the Board of Investments (ВО!) 
as New T. Export Service Firm in the field of 
Data Entry Services on a Pioneer Status with 
projecUpiant site located at 12" Floor 
Common Goal Building, Madrigal Business 
Park, Alabang-Zapote Road, Ayala-Alabang, 
‘Muntinlupa City. 

Any person with valid objections on the 
above-mentioned project may file his/her 
‘objection in writing under oath, with the BOL 
within three (3) days from the date of this 
publication. 


ә, proren 
ч TOWN 
8342885 
Б 8040484 


WE BUY 
at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HIS & HERS Watch Center 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
Glorietta 
5546593 5897081 
09174473744 


(Sad) RUDY B. CARA 
Director 
Project Evaluation 
ала Registration Department 
уос жез жш, 


More Classified Ads: 
Supreme Court and DAR-Agusan on Page 
A-6, Philhealth on A-7, SSS & Transco on A-12 


cenas: 


THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2006 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


— 
PG оттосо T Nex E GI URS D Faro HOISTS 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC-Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) ives Ilorstad contractors o 
Sop foreiginy and to id forthe project 


GENERAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR 

БАСМАН GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION FIELD (BOPF) 

EDC 06-061 

Toe spprnd projec cosi is Pà 72789 0 tbe charged against PNOC-EDC lund. Tha 
contact duration s Two (2) yo 
Application forms tor eigbllly and tho bidding documents may bo secured rom tho 
PNOG-EDC Contracts Adminisiranon Group. For Bonitacio Co N P. Galing) starting 
ure 15,2006 between 9:30 AM to 3:30 PH upon payment of a nonrefundable fee ot 
Pesos: One Thousand (P1 000.00) 
Forte purpose ol lying ceri зиев. a pre-bid conleranco wil bo hold on June 22, 
2006, 9:30 AM at PNOC-EDC BGPF Admin Complex, Bonga, Sorsogon. Ste Inspection 
‘it оон threaten 
Applications or Eligibilty and seated bids shall be rocolvod by th 
Contracts Adminstration Group al PNOC-EDC. 1st Floor Bunding 5. Fort Bonifacio, 
Taguig Cay. Metro Mania, по 


PNOC-EDC reserves the right o reject any or al bids or parts thorool to момо any 
"iormaity nera, 0 accopt such bids or 10 award any рап ol Ine work to any bidder 
"whose bid is considered most advantageous ю PNOC-EDC. 


BAC CHAIRMAN 


NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that GDMC 
GLOBAL ___DATA___MANAGEMENT 
CORPORATION 15 applying for registration 
with the Board of investments (BO!) as New IT 
Export Service Firm in the field of Operation 
о! Data Entry Services on a Non-Pioneer 
Status with project/plant site located at 12^ 
Floor — A Ayala Life Building, Madrigal 
Business Park, Alabang-Zepote Road, 
Ayala-Alabang, Muntinlupa City. 

Any person with valid objections on the 
above-mentioned project may file his/her 
‘objection in writing under oath, with the BO! 
within three (3) days from the date of this 
publication. 


этн stmarycollege net 
BACHELOR OF science m 


sop 
СЕТТІ 
‘shel Ves ROT 
(Cutten vegin dune 28.2000) 
Transfer Students 
(Sgd) RUDY B. CARA 
Director. 
Project Evaluation. 
and Registration Department 
СС 


Camp Gen. Aguinaldo High School 
(CGEAHS) batch 1985 reunion 


CALLING all CGEAHS Batch 85. We will have our 1st reunion af 
ter 20 years set on December 17, 2006. You may log on to 
www.cgeahs.com or call Ms. Aileen Academia-Garcia at 438- 
3309 or 0920-9115081 ог Mr. Calo sM. Barlisan 0918-6530404. 
Lets reminisce our BAGETS "Just got lucky..." Days. 


lam the resurrection and Ж 
the life. He who believes іп те 
will live, even though he dies, 
and whoever believes in Me will 
never die. 


8972535 (Direct) e 8978808 (Trunk) е Fax 8974808 
G/F Atrium Bldg., Makati Ave., Makati City 
28114361 ө 8114370 * 8114012 ө Fax 8925578 
ist. Anthony's Bldg., Aurora Blvd., Quezon City 
| 29129008-11 * Fax 9129011 
] [SM Megamall, Mandaluyong City 
16350219 


ATTY. JORGE T. MARIANO R 


of Malabon City 


FOUNDER & PRESIDENT 
EASTERN ASSURANCE & SURETY CORPORATION 


FOUNDER & TREASURER 
EASTERN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. 


Peacefullyjoined Біз Creator 
on Saturday, 10% of June 2006 at the age of 81. 


He is survived by his bereaved wife, FLORECITA, children and grandchildren 


JOJI - EXPEDITA 
Anisa & Ryan, Jorge IV & France, Jason & Mariel and Miguel 


MARISSA - PATERNO 
Margo & Sonny, Alex & Myca, Melissa and Patricia 


MANUEL - FLORIE 
Tanya, Jowell, Krisel 
ENRIQUE - MARSHA 
Charles, James and Carol Anne 


BENJAMIN, ALEXANDER (4) and FERNANDO (f) 


siblings Virginia, Tina, Renato and Erminio, great-grandchildren, nephews, 
nieces, relatives and friends, request fervent prayers and special petitions 
for the eternal repose of his soul 


His remains lie in state at their Malabon residence, 
556 MH del Pilar St., Santulan, Malabon City. 


Cremation will take place on Sunday, 18 June 2006 at Eternal Gardens. 
Interment Mass will be held at 5:00 p.m. at the Sacred Heart of Mary Ossuaty, 
Maysilo, Malabon. 


An obituary with a picture 
аш be a fitting tribute 
Y to your departed loved ome. 
Always caring 


INQUIRER 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Cernticate 


Ө Any identification document (LD) 


6872354 • 6872366 ө Fax 6350220 


“G/F Trinity Bldg., 636 Т.М. Kalaw St., Manila 
5273342 • 5280183 • 5276357 * Fax 5280213 


Jn 11:25-26 


Our beloved Mama 
Tita and Lola 


| SERAFINA INUMERABLE MAREEN 


Peacefully and joyfully joined our Lord 
on Wednesday, 14th June 2006 at the age of 88. 


Pining joins her husband, Carlos (t). her son 
Marianito (4), and her grandson Rafael 
Anton (f) in the everlasting Love of the Father. 
Her daughter Purita and her husband Jorge, 
together with her dear granddaughters Ana 
Patricia and Isabelle Ма. Angela, and her 
relatives, fervently pray to Our Loving God of 
Mercy for her eternal rest and peace only He can 
give. We ask Our Father for His infinite mercy 
through Jesus Christ, His Beloved Son, Our Lord. 


Her remains lie in state at Venice Chapel, 
Loyola Memorial Chapels, Sucat, Parafiaque. 
Cremation shall be at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
17th June 2006. Her remains shall be interred 
atthe crypt at the Lower Chapel of St. James the 
Greater, Ayala Alabang Village immmediately 
after the Holy Mass at 3:00 p.m. also at the 
Lower Chapel. 


of Mabini, Pangasinan and Pagadian City 


(Beloved wife of Flaviano E. Fucoy, Sr.) 


Pencefully joined her Creator 
оп June 10, 2006 at the age of 85. 


Her loving children: Inday & Nick, Nonong 6: Nonie, 
Eddie & Arlene, Titos & Roger, Marmie, 
Nicky & Maryann, Robbie & Rowena, Manny, 
Dick & Nellie; together with brother Doding, 
sister Nora; grandchildren, relatives, request prayers 
for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her body lies in state at the family residence 
at Jamisola St, Pagadian City. 


Interment will be today, June 15, 2006 
al the Sto. Мїйо Memorial Gardens, Pagadian City 
ала. Mass at the Sto. Niño Cathedral, 
Pagadian City. 


gave 
His 
only 
begotten 
Son, 
that 
whoever 
helieves 
in Him 
shall 
not 
perish 
hut 
have 
everlasting 


life.” 
John 3:16 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
тос Ayain Esteira Oe. RA. Adami А Sperit Server 
Ж Ме, SSS B Na GES дуна ne си, Ra. Na Cy 1238 
Кз 

ой: oovan 


INVITATION TO BID 


ові bids wil be accept by tho Phlipana Dapos Insurance Corporation (РОС) the 
ашшы. tw the Recovereh and (шаю (ЯЛ) Real and Other Properties Owned or 
‘Acquired (ROPOA) Disposa! Commie (aranltr пт to as tho “Commit” on the 
folowing dates ала venus: 


‘Area where the proporties Venue 
sre located! 


"Bi Reon 


оноо of Opening 
ЕГІЗ 


no 27.2008200 pm | belong Confrence Room 
located at тә Ciy Hal 
Compound, Logespi Сау 
ӨЕ РОК Training Room 
DIG, 2228 Chino Rocas 
‘Avance, Макан ty 


‘Guise Bical Region ETE 


lor the sao ol proporiosof dosed banks subject to ine terms and conditions specs below. 

Proupectve buyers ar enjoined о inspec th ofowing isiad proportas belor participating 

nino pubie beng. 

Coe LOCATION оєзсяртюн mew mso 
есер) 

JUNE 27, 2006 

BANCO RURAL SORSOGON, INC. 

ШЫП. SorsogenCty 400 sam, vacan rostdan ia Lt 244 

Bray бапа. West Gago 

Mason vacari scent, 

La n 82:5 Зо мео d, 

Эту. Cogon, мин, 

sam vacant ada 

Lat 2100.8228, go. Mio d. 

Brgy Cogon. ban 

"esr vacant camer есет i 

йаг! Sia Nt ше, 

Элу Cogon, Mn 

TS ram vacant ares, 

101210082142. So моба, 

By Cogn ten 

148 somn vocan stort ot 

Lat 2100.8253 Sin Nto S 

Bigy. Cogon. дел 

{bh sar yacare earl 

aon 264 Зо Mio Sub. 


uaman 


жоне p] 


som 
змею 
меш 


som 


14121008255 бо мовы, 
Бр Соул. бя 
[pv 
пара. о to Su, 
Brgy Cogon. йил, 

sam vacant ent ot 
фаг, S Мова, 
Фр Cogon. лб 
"en vacan scott 
Lal 2100 8232 80 Nite Sib, 
эу Cogon мән. 
pv 
1020052275 Nino Sé. 
бгр. Cogn tan 
‘sam comar sna 
айпа. ya West Dt 


pe 
ry башк, Ves Desc 

ЭЁ куп зоол! Lal 7107.6 
Puro 3 Brgy Cortwaga Wet Dau 
29 зуп. reperta н 28, Dea 
Ул rir, Brgy Тау ңы Ова 
зул renal Le 107, 
ыла Baren Dare: 

зуп, restes Lt 1079, 
proc 

Rosen rescate La 107.6, 
prr 
pr 
дю taco Des 

зуп restat La аз. 
poppe 

Te. endet, a 117, 
pror 

озуп, төсе La 11024, 
pr 

agn взш ш t 10525, 
[E ako онако) Есу Pangpang. 
Wesi oma 

од comme ol Lot 182 
rra, Pacon Buan 
EIST 


2272 
pd 
ога 


те 


sasomo 
mano 
Ll 


LASE AC ergy Logon Dus 
ФП san vacant esce t Lal 1 


зуп cre Lot ИАН. 
Bor Atang ance. Ugo Cay 
Өзал resconal Lat, 
Pobtcon (Toor Toon Can 


Msn. вот. (2005247 
Зо Nro Susama. Bigy Copp. 
та кук resco! (42025245 
Зо Ne Sunason Brgy Сора nen 
‘2p, estou, (020824 
So Маз бвак. gy Cogon. tun 
Mes. един а (02005241 
Зо No Suenson. By Cope, 
18809 вооа о, Lt 20828 
Зв Nro Vis Беде жасара tan 
‘SS. инша o 210824 
So Nen Vie Simonson мал, 
(быға тейеш 0108240 
Бо Novia азна эдн 

22a sqm воын ала Lt 21008242 
Зо туун Saar. Man 
Аы ogo 121008250 
Sio Nro ves Saran Jun 
‘Poe, ot. LA 200824 
зо Neo Vio Suocmecn, ian 
‘Su твою o tt 2108-215 
Sio Мав vto боот Соро. Мел 
aan rose t ut 2005241 
Бо Noo vaa Sucomsca Cogen. un 
Мазут rct 821008226 
Бо Nro Vis Sen Cop эдил 
токат баш 142008212 
Эв Nro Va зиев Сор un 
"тшп тиш и 2008218 
Sa Nro Van Siac Cozen. Алл 
де esate ta 2109443 


Zi уп поста La 20082480. 
ба Nro vie Sean Can Jn 
(ғаға тизиш Lt 200248. 
Sio Neo ves Simonsen Cog. Man 
Mega esc La 21008213 
Sa Nro Van ut Cogo tan 
[c ы 70827 
Эз Nro Vi Банан Can Jun 
ESTED 
Pach By 1 нестан. 


Coe ислн тесаетон тю moo 


тері 
тиюше- алые 


RB TALISAY (CAMARINES NORTE), INC. 
[erar селе ебек. 
йаш p 680, Bey Lacon Dot 


ТЗ! узок томмиюе Баю 


‘So Ten. gy Doo San эне, 
Tad ugs cose meets ok La Та 


ЕЕЕ 


pee 
Кере 


RB BAAO (CAMARINES SUR), INC. 
СОБ Сашены Озу resco Lat 34, 

pend 
propagan 
E 
мел dental it Soy Prope. 
com 


[read 


p сенетш 


MAYON SAVINGS AND LOAN BANK 
жө Ау 
эз Аы 
men) эз 
d 


RB LIGAO (ALBAY), INC. 
ыи Сатаан ба 


por 


‘age, een Sen Vente оба ТАМ 


эю куз селш covert 
amp cor мики Vales, 
[I 

Sis redes comer at шн: томан "ошо 
[rj 


тозгыюптч ito 


[ed 


RE PIODURAN (ALBAY), INC. 
юм Мы SiS gn seen La ан 
Bar Cong Pot 


MUNICIPAL RB OF DEL GALLEGO (CAMARINES SUR), INC. 
Ser Caesa 4005an arrest Tost ost 
[rd 


Tem 


MASBATE RURAL BANK (MASBATE) INC. 
бв мзш x 

oso? 
тыш Тана rec La мз ла 

таар пева Разат West Mages [OGRE 
Иби занен ыш TORRE 
Frasers) Мон ages 


RB CANAMAN (CAMARINES SUR), INC. 
Же "Сапаны ба S22 sam sommari Lot 287. s 
Са 0 cues bey Son Раза тығыс 
да vacant пазена LS, ae 
eck Sa Son famon ва 
Posen cat окна Lat за. 
а 
йул ain ardent La 80, Тийе 
бр, биш, Tabac O 
Зов vacat тасасына, 
1а820 05у Now аллы Ocampo 
{Deon vica наснаа La EA. 
Бер еменнен 
Абат vacet recti La т. 
Ba. 18 la бда Bo Are, PA 
‘apn acit serta 
[rd 


е 


pd 


p ane 


шып 
жән ae 
cens E 
жне cane 


А0 тиюе 


2e secet тишли ш овоа, TST 
БУА 
por 
Vase CH Brar мита 
prep) 


p 
RB TABACO (ALBAY), INC. 
еш "inse racan нокиа. 


вош 


шанаш 
анат 
onus) 
PACIFIC BANKING CORPORATION 


юы Me 300 sae. vacar estan bor ot. 
ааз му Nga T 


JULY 4, 2008 
PACIFIC BANKING CORPORATION 
BUENO бышы Meng mariee лала Dancy, ТЕО? 


мена Әму тше 


cox 10сктон оезсяғтон memo 


MOLAVE RURAL BANK (ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR), INC. 


RB ABRA DEILOG, INC. 
бизи Осоиш 
шел 


тэт tart pomises, деды. 
Vaso. Psor ry 
‘Sam Laver Aora og 


RE LILIO (LAGUNA), INC. 

ыз тш "235 sam, voc sn ondio Lai 
Bc Sn шу Sanson, 

Br Man Түү, 

Mess enced Ld 2208 Cat 42D Тан 

Barangay San en Prbcon Vera 

1з тус acerca proven 

Lal Barangay NV, Pouce Su Ove 

ftom тваиш! Lal ива Cates St Toa 61220000 

pp 

Sos vocoder li L9 Bek 25 2001 4000000 

Reed Si. алуан Vie Dry бөрте 

ЖО ку vcs esol TOO MOI HEP шеш 

t 1077E By Mappe. қылша 

273 ул. rrr ood a 866301 Ttt 


Tam 


sene 


жыш 


нент тактик 


ола 


577 


жн anoo 
[I 
«овоо 


IBS ren Ll 727, Cod 4270 OCT RISA 
A нотдла S. Bray Мола, cota 

Zik sys roto La 711. Савар OCT PANE 
A нети SL By әл йаша 

369 кутп vs (ro pueo беши Oe 
ма ponet La 104757 
бә Sot Posicion Vera. 


asmo. 
anime 
DTI 


` ттл perad шие! bu Mer! yat varslonog Pa rame cl ho berk 
Pp 
Те pec renny was 
wees Tarte 
ше 
‘ror ners copy of TCT missing коча 
Wi Nees ol anyone 
+ арийыү 


CONDITIONS OF BID 


“Tho эше sha bo or CASH and on "At" basis. The amount ol bid shall not bo оног 
than te minimum b prico. 

‘Tho исак soe roy whalever пум. tres an participation tho banks have on 
the procenytes эла he Dader s charged win uf knowodge ol he nature and extant ol 
‘sald тума, lores! and parlicpalion. Tha bidder acknowledges та! поле hae 
amined е prosetyies ond accepts disclarmer of any warranty, тре or othorwis, 
‘The beer represent fo have lut knowledge o any and al unpaid rol property ax. 
dus on ге proper ard hos hierso solay tale lor tho payman пого! 

Sis shal e aecepied irom Flip clizans oniy. I! Ia bir а corporation, 
aescciton partnership or oinor torm ol далел. опо ownership must bo a! easi 
‘Sty porcons (0%) in o tor case, the Did orm chal bo accompanied by a cartiod 
‘ony c e ergnieatons сопка oi region 


ip cases where the documents submilied by a lone bidder are delicient, the 
Common may al ts дстойоп decir tho Ы the most advantageous and alow 
the bador to complete the deficiency not lator tan 500 pm. ol ho day folowing 
ina bidding date: ofhonwiso, tho bi deposit shal be lortelied 


“The bd proposal must be Inthe prescribed frm and shali be signed by the bidéor 

as ойо: 

з. Incase of indvidual bidders, ha bidder hinhersel hal sign Ino bid proposal 
or mamor representaive duly authorized In a Special Power of Аогпву (SPA) 
"executed by ine bidder and апаспоа о ће b proposal, Proposals coming 
{om organizations mol registered wih the Socunties and Exchange 
Commission а аз individual offre, with ай the oficore 
members sain deciding as one 


ın caso of элу registered corporations, associations. partnerships and other 
forme of organization, the person duly designated by то Board ol Directors 
о те Partners o aet lor and on bonal of he organization with ul powers and 
Suthonty іс participate Inthe bidding shall sign the bid proposal. Tho 
Secretary's Certticato executed by the corporatorboard secretary, ог NS 
équivalent, shal be пастоо tothe bid proposal. 


in cases where the documents submited by a tone bidder are deloclvo, tho 
Comites may al ts discretion decior the b the most advantageous and alow 
the bidder io corect ino detect по! iater than 5:00 p.m. ofthe day folowing the 
аи date; clnenwso, the bid даров! shal be fried. 


Each ы shal be accompanied by а bondideposlt oquivalont о at last ton percent 
{10% of the submited bid, which shall be in the lorm of Cash or Managers 
Cashier's Check payable to Philppine Doposit Insurance Corporation for the 
эссошн ofthe banus undor iquidahon. Bids whose bond/depoat are Inthe orm. 
of porsonal andlor corporate checks shali bo disqualfied. Tho bid bond/depost 
Shan bo non-intrast bearing 

‘The 00 proposal form, together wilh the signed Conditions ol I, the bid Bond 
epost and the requred stachments musi bein a scaled envelope and addressed 
fe tre AIL ROPOA Disposal Commitioe. The sealed envolope must have Ine 
Bogers signature across ts lap. Bids shall be accoplad siering 

{PDIC time) bu nol eter than 1:5 p.m. (POIC tmo] on Juno 27 and July 4, 2006 
{ortho Bicol Region and Мопо Manta bidding. respocively There shall be по 
fexionsion on the submission ol bis. 

Wancawalcancehaton ol tis shal not bo alowed ha moment o biking is declared 
‘pon. б hal be ороло whe presenco ol na alondng обот or har authored 
üpresoriaives. Al Sas below tha питат b prco shal ba деиме emmedataly 
‘or mo арала 

ото oven la forthe highest bid. о Commis wil resort fo an open bóng (vva 
voco] onthe soma day io be parcipsod n by по ted Ыг on. 


81 The wa voce bóng shal start not ator han оле and a hall hours aar the main 
pubic Boong 

8.2 Те staring id prico in the viva voce bidding shall be equivalent о the ied 
price plos eno trousand pasos (Р1 000.00) 

эз Anor ha Arst operivacba bd is made, tho Chaliper 
Ва Master, 8408 to incroment required and asks 
{2 Dd at In new pre, А bidder rases Маг hand If halshe wanis іс make 
3 bid al the now pres announced су Ie Bid Mast 
The cronental d wh ls the amount o bo added 1o he last i prica, shall not 
Do tess an P500 00 
‘The process contes unti the aet tid is daciarad winnar in he open bidding aliar 
ata tester ascouniod twee tms air tha annooncemont ol na last b price 
‘The winning bidder in the vv voca bidomg shall pay аваћопаі bd depos 
Сато t 10% o the dlronco Between he tst bi рсе and ne bod bd. Tho 
эдин bi dapost sha bo paid immediato or no iater nan 5 00 pm. ol tho 
Tolowng any, June 28 and Juy 5. 2006, lor ma Bicol воп and Мено Manio 
‘Soong, respacivah and may be relied Ivougn the РОС omino collection 
System win ho Pappie Natonal Bank 


Feature орау the adotonal bid бере shal rosul inthe cancelalon ol the award 
and letra ot al payments mage in vor ol he bark. 

эл Alcherpowsons n ino Condions сі Bd lor ne main bidding shall apply о ho 
Ven oco bóng 


итоге is ony one complying bi, ho Commis shall босго tho lona bid as ha winning. 


A complying dis ho bid aL meet ha minimum bid prica, accompanied by tha required 
d баро n Cash cr Manager Cash's Chock, and ali ne ther conditions stated 
heron 


“Tho Cortical of Award shall ba Issued by the Comics othe winning bidder aiar the 
pose 


Senes 

Pe winning ier shal pay fe balanco ol had prica. aller application ol the bi bond 
ром, nol aior nan зау 4 and Juy 11. 2008, lor ina Bicol Region and Maio Manta 
‘Scan, respectively. i Mo wining bor ians to pay the balance itin to sad репой. 
tho ontrd shat automaticaly bo cancoted and sor d опа дорова orietedi lavor 
oi mo bene 


The bi bondidepost ol ho losing bias shall bo returned as soon as possible allor 
ка 

A “Deed ol Absolute Sale" covedng o properties зо shali be exceed within ten (10) 
Кобо days om тосоңи of ul paymant о o purchase prce. 

“The waning bador shal respec mo leasehold rights Окил on th properas N any, 
Те ta requred ponad ol nanco сі trmnaton ol iho азе contact 

‘The tung Бодо зла assumo tho paymont ol appropriate taxes. foes. charges and 
Дарда connecton wih mo sal ol na ргоропулев ала Ino паловга bo Wio 1o tho 
‘wenn bor meang. bul nol od 1o, captat gas ax старо wilting ix 
‘Socumeniay stem £x, тілге loos. rogisraton expenses, юда! and rosoarc fund 
ов, er loos and such other loos and expanses odontal 1o ino execution ana 
теда ol o Absoluo Dood ol Sal. » 

Айста sos and charges ол o proponyfes and those accruing alor recap ivo 
бөлісе ot Award, wich shall bo воюва onthe cay lino ок, such аз. bul nor 
socio ronny taxes cic and walor ls, s wel as specal assessments, shall bo 


Sha o lo, палог account 
‘Tho Commitee reserves Me ight to rejoct any or ай bids: to accepi Ihe bid most 
Goventageous io to балк, and 10 amend any ol по above condions or мало any 
Tormanty m T sing process as оов M tam leo rr ta по submission ol sealed 
Was. Tho Commit owes resorves to ng о малдан any ото proparos rm 
{he зп а! any tmo bolora 2 00 p m. (РОК tmo] on June 27 and July 4, 008, orina 
‘Bea! Ropon and Mov Мама public Ding. respacive'y, 

20. Velotonolot non complonca wih Ino above concione shall squat a bid, unloes 
‘erage proved andar paragraph 4 & 5 поп! 

2. Жс ol то Солитоо лай bo hnal and may not bo subject ol appen 


‘dorms and copios ol mo Condibone ot Bi тау bo socua keo ol chargo tom 


Моко Mania bisang  abovoctod DIC воне 
Beni Ropon bung 
Evelyn do Guzman 


noun 


GF King’s в 3, zal & Ейголдо Sts., Brgy. No. 30 

Logasp Ciy (n ont ol PNB рлер). 

Banco Rural Sorsogon, Rial St Sorsogon Cy 

Born Subang RB Conamen Baraa, Canaman, Comannos Sur 
EowenoCacoros RB Tale, Poblacon, Томау, Camaros Norio 
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By Daxim L. Lucas In an 
RISING INTEREST RATES 
around the world, and eventually 
locally, will adversely affect rev- 
enues of the country’s largest 
telecommunications firm as peo- 
ple adjust their spending patterns. 


tance Telephone Co. 


interview with re- 
porters, Philippine Long Di: 

PLDT) 
chair Manuel М. Pangilinan said 
local imterest rates had yet to 
keep pace with the upward trend 
in borrowing costs globally—a 
phenomenon that had pushed 
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local prices of goods and services 
higher. 

‘Because policymakers have ге- 
sisted the market's push toward 
higher interest rates, fund man- 
agers are now shifting their assets 
tocurrencies that offer greater re- 
turns. 


"We are seeing negative inter- 
est rates where inflation is higher 
than the annual interest rates,” 
he said. “That has led to some de- 
gree of capital flight which has 
weakened the peso.” 

Pangilinan explained that a 
weak peso against the US dollar 
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Label Printer 


else! Uses tapes sizes of 6, 9, 12 and 18mm 


‘so avatate 
= /KL-780 


‘Auseful tool for the home or office. 


* Characters for 14 languages + Barcode Printing 


Introducing a new compact & handy label printer 


Get Organized. 


Casio Label Printers are perfect for labeling books, 
file folders, equipment, wires and just about everything 


KL-60 Label Printer 


M Prints up to 2 lines 
text effects 


M 6 character sizes [A AA AAA 


Ж Supports printing in 14 languages. 
E A choice of 3 different tape widths 


+ Support label tape sizes -18тту12ттүўттубтт 
+ 12mm printer head * Big easy-to-read 10 digits x2 ine display 
"Prints up to 3 Ines on a singe label 95 characters memory 


CalEnergy hands over geothermal 
plant to RP government 


Today marks CalEnergy International's formal 
handover of the 125-megawatt Upper Mahiao 
geothermal plant in Leyte to the government- 
‘owned Philippine National Oil Company-Energy 
Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC), as the 
build-operate and transfer contract between the 
two companies expires this month. 


After 10 remarkable years of operating the 
geothermal facility, CalEnergy has demonstrated 
‘excellence in power plant management, safe plant 
‘operation and corporate citizenship. 


ا 


INTERNATIONAL LTD. 


The Upper Mahiao Plant 

* Located in the Tongonan geothermal reservation in Leyte. 

* The plant had been operated by CalEnergy for the past 10 
years under a bulld-operace and transfer (BOT) contract 

* One of three geothermal facilities operated by 
CalEnergy in Leyte. The other two plants (the 
Mahanagdong and Malitbog plants) are scheduled to be 
turned over to the government in 2007. 


Operational Highlights 
+ The plant has been well-maintained and has operated at 
around 99.50 % availability from the time it started at 
full capacity operation іп 1999, a performance that 
compares well with the world's best geothermal plants. 
The plant also boasts 10 years of safe plant operations, 
with no major operational incidents. 


Safety Milestones 

* Together with CalEnergy's two other Leyte geothermal 
plants, the Upper Mahiao plant recorded the 2 million 
safe man-hours milestone in 2005 and are well on their 
way to achieving the 2.5 milion mark by the end of july 
2006. his safety record is the result of CalEnergy's 
relentless effort to develop a culture of safety 


been certified at skill competency levels beyond their 
Job requirements or in more than one trade or craft. 
Employees were also trained on a voluntary basis in 
‘entrepreneurship and business to help them develop 
‘options other than employment after the BOT. 
Approximately 85% of CalEnergy's Upper Mahiao 
O&M employees have been absorbed by PNOC- 
EDC. The other employees have been hired for 
overseas assignments and still others have already 
established and are operating their own business. 

As part of its commitment to its project impact 
communities, CalEnergy invested millions of pesos in 
community projects benefiting the people of Kananga 
and Ormoc City which host CalEnergy's three 
geothermal power plants. 


In the municipality of Kananga, CalEnergy has built and 


refurbished more than 60 classrooms and has 
Implemented scholarship and skilis-training programs 
for the out-of-school youths. 


In partnership with Gawad Kalinga and the municipality 


of Kananga, CalEnergy has built a housing vilage that 
benefited 40 families in the municipality. 

CalEnergy has also energized 34 skios in Karanga by 
coreributing PhP ODI wh of energy generated under the 


fer, he warned. 


would feed inflation which, in 

tum, erodes the purchasing pow- 

er of the Filipino consumer. 
PLDT's revenues will also suf- 


During the company's stock- 
holders’ meeting the other day, 
Pangilinan raised his forecast for 
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PLDT's “core earnings"—net in- 
come less one-time gains from 
foreign exchange rate fluctua- 
tions—to P32 billion from the 
previous estimate of P31 billion 

by yearend. 
He said the business environ- 
RISING/B4 


3-yr T-bond rate up 
62.5 bps to 10.37% 


Likely US rate hike affects local mart 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE RATE FOR THE 3YEAR TREASURY 
bonds climbed to 10.375 percent in yester- 
day's auction, as the prospects of a higher US 
interest rate influenced domestic rates. 

The new rate for the government's three- 
year borrowing was 62.5 basis points higher 
than the 9.75 percent in May last year, the last 
time 3-year bonds were offered. 

“Globally, all rates have increased and 
spreads have widened, and the Philippines is 
not exempt from this trend,” National Trea- 
surer Omar Cruz said in a briefing after yes- 
terday's auction. 

The Bureau of the Treasury's auction com- 
mittee accepted only P2.13 billion worth of 
bids, lower than its programmed borrowing 
of P3.5 billion and the P6.01 billion worth of 
bids submitted. 

Cruz said the partial rejection of bids was 
intended to align the rate on the 3-year bond 
with those in the secondary market. He said 


done deals for the 3-year bonds recently set- 
tled at between 10.2 and 10.3 percent in the 
secondary market. 

Had the BTr accepted P3.5 billion worth of 
bids, the rate for the 3-year bonds could have 
risen to as high as 10.5 percent. 

Investors and market participants expect 
the US Federal Reserve to implement another 
increase in its interest rate, which currently 
stands at 5 percent, following statement by 
Fed chair Ben Bernanke on the Fed's resolve to 
fight inflation. 

‘An increase in US interest rare makes securi- 
ties issued by emerging economies, including 
the Philippines, less attractive as risk-averse in- 
vestors would prefer to invest in US issues. 

Cruz said the ВТ did not mind allowing in- 
terest rates to go up as long as the increase. 
‘would come higher demand for bonds. 

He noted that the P6.01 billion worth of ten- 
ders showed enough interest for the 3-year 
bonds, considering that the governments orig- 
inal debt offering was only at P3.5 billion. 


Century spending up to P40B 
to develop former IS property 


PROPERTY DEVELOPER CENTURY 
Properties Inc. said it would invest as 
much as P40 billion in the develop- 
ment of the former Intemational 
School Property, which the firm 
bought from the government for 
P1432 billion. 

Jose ЕВ Antonio, company 
chair, told reporters that Century 
Properties was planning to put up 
an information technology zone, 
as well as residential and com- 
mercial buildings, on the 48,832- 
square meter property. 

In a briefing after the signing 
of the sales contract yesterday, 

‘Antonio said Century Proper- 
ties would immediately ask the 
local government of Makati City 
to convert or rezone the property 


use land. 


officials. 


Business backs bill 
on BOT law revision 


ABILL SEEKING THE ESTABLISH- 
ment of a Build-Operate Transfer 
Authority (BOT Authority) is gain- 
ing wide support from the private 
sector. 

The Philippine Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry (POCI) said the 
plan would simplify the process in 
implementing BOT projects. 

“Anything that will facilitate, 
simplify and accelerate the devel- 
opment of major infrastructure 
projects in the country we will 
support,” said РССІ president 
Donald Dee in an interview. 

However, Dee called for a thor- 


He said the company was con- 
fident of having the zoning 
changed immediately after it got 
the commitment of Makati City 


The government will retain 
ownership of the property until 
Century pays the purchase price, 
which was higher than the floor 
price of P1.186 billion, in full, the 
Department of Finance said. 

The DOF said Century Proper- 
ties paid 10 percent of the pur- 
chase price yesterday and 
would remit another 10 percent 
within 90 days. The balance 
would be paid within one year. 


ough study of the biil to see whether 
there would really be improve- 
mentsin the existing BOT process. 

At present, BOT projects go 
through the Investment Coordi- 
nating Committee of the National 
Economic and Development Au- 
thority. There are several stages 
ofapprovals and reviews. 

The proposed creation of the 
BOT Authority is contained in 
House Bill 5002. Under this, the 
BOT Authority will oversee and 
regulate amendments to approved 
contracts to avoid delays in the im- 
plementation of the projects. 


from institutional into a mixed- 


Highlands 
declares 
5% cash 
dividend 


HIGHLANDS PRIME 
Ine, the listed proper- 
ty development firm 
majority owned by 
the SM Group, yester- 
day declared a 5-per- 
cent cash dividend or 
Р005 centavos per 
share amounting to 
P112.3 million. 

Stockholders of 
record as of July 14, 
2006 are entitled to 
the dividend which 
will be paid on or be- 
fore Aug. 9, 2006. 

In a report to the 
stockholders, HPI 
president Antonio A. 
Henson said the com- 
pany posted a 30-per- 
cent increase in gross 
profitto P295 million 
in 2005 from P228 
million in 2004. 

With manage- 
ments initiatives to 
efficiently manage 
cost and expendi- 
tures, HPI posted a 
37-percent rise in net 
income to P173.1 
million from P126.4 
million in 2004. 

Share price 


Michelle V. Remo 
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reached a high of 
P3.60 during the 
year, from the initial 
public offering price 
of P2.13 per share. 
He said in the next 
five years, the com- 
pany would continue 
to provide exciting, 


innovative and quali- 
ty products for its 
niche market. 

He said HPI would 
look at a few infras- 
tructure investments, 
including new roads 
to Highlands, in a bid 
to make its projects 
more attractive. 

One of the firm's 
existing projects is 
the log-cabin in- 
spired ^ residential 
condominium devel- 
‘opment in Tagaytay 
Highlands. 


Тһе three Leyte plants were awarded by the Department 
of Labor and Employment the "Gawad Kallgiasan at 
Kalusugan" Institutional Award for its exemplary 
compliance with Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) 
Standards in Electricity, Gas and Water Industry. 


Energy Reputation 1-94 program of the Department of Energy Open a PSBank Prime Time Deposit now! 


* Affordable for a minimum of PhP 50,000 
* 5-year placement 
2." Enjoy monthly interest earnings 
Ла ate ts on per илип basis d sje to cange that onor a 


"rb wrth angie woh cing iie Po sheer i 
it sounds, that’s the way we see it which Is why our “> ў 
growth and financial goals will always be secondary to 

|. the safety of our operations, the satisfaction of our 
‘customers and good stewardship of our environment. 

We bles wit cor powers help doro ttem 4 

£, safer energy future for everyone we serve" 


Employee and Community Relations 

* As early as 1999 CalEnergy developed and 
implemented a broad and intensive training for Its 
‘employees to prepare them for the end of the BOT. 
To make them competitive at job markets here and 
abroad, CalEnergy worked with the Technical Education 
and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) for the 
skis certification training of operations and 
‘maintenance (O & M) employees.All O & М employees 
have been certified by TESDA.A number of them have 
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Father’s favorite Spanish recipes 


EROES, WE ALL HAVE ONE...THAT 

H larger-than-life character who leaves 

a mark, and someone who always 

Seems to have God on his side. In our case, we 

didit have to look too far. When God sent us 
a father, he also sent us our hero. 

Joe Aspiras was many things to many people, 
but to us, he was just Dad. Tt has been seven 
years since he left us. Though time heals, the 
longing continues. 

Just now, I woke up missing him, 1 crave the 
little joys his person brings—the infectious 

laughter, the kind 
words, the tight hugs, 
the sense of humor, the 
childlike pranks, the 
warmth and beauty of 
his human spirit 
Today, 1 honor you, 
Dad, and 1 thank you 
for many things: for al- 
lowing me to dream, 
for the memories, for 
having enriched my life 
i зо, and, most of all, for 
Reggie Aspiras (іште 
0 — — tn behalf of mom 
sind my siblings, know that there will always be. 
a special place for you in our hearts, where the 
sun always shines and, in the warmth of its 
glow, you continue to live on, forever. We miss 
youl We love you! To our hero Sunshine Joe, 
Happy Fathers Day! 

Dad had two life-long romances, my mother 
and Spain, for its culture and, most especially, 
its food. Lam sharing two of his favorite Spanish 
recipes as prepared by Mom. 1 hope you find 

“те to prepare them on Father's Day to honor 
your own personal heroes, 


Cocido 

Yac extra-virgin olive ой 

1.5k beef for stewing 

350 gjamón serrano 

500 g slab bacon, Santis 

„3 good quality chorizos (Terry's -El Veda- 
do/Santis-Pamplona) 

Ya c garlic chopped 

3 onions, quartered 

Yak tomatoes, quartered 

1/3 cparsley 

3 leeks, cut into 2-inch lengths 

1 large can of garbanzos, drained 

Generous pinch of saffron 

1 tsp Spanish paprika 

1 chicken, whole or cut into pieces 

3 large potatoes, peeled, cutin 2 

З carrots, peeled and cut in 2 

1 whole cabbage, quartered 

iParsley 

Heat olive oil in a large stock pot. Sear beef, 
jamon, bacon, chorizo, Meats may be left whole 
for presentation purposes or cut into cubes. 

Remove meats, sauté garlic, onions, tomato, 
parlsey, white part of leeks. Return meats, into 
stock pot. Add saffron, paprika, garbanzos and 
just enough water to cover meats 

Simmer over low heat until beef is tender. 
When beef is tender, add chicken, potatoes, car- 
rots, Continue to simmer until chicken is almost 
done. 

‘Add cabbage and green part of leeks. Season 
with salt and pepper. 

Serve meat and vegetables on a platter with 
heated Spanish tomato sauce with olive oil on 
the side if you wish. 

Serve soup separately. 


Bacalao 

1 cextra-virgin olive ой 

Yaconion, chopped 

Vac garlic 

1с fresh tomatoes 

1 small canned tomato, seeded, chopped, 
drained 

Vac tomato purée 

1 k (like using the boneless fillets of Terry's) 

1 cextra-virgin olive oil 

2 roasted bell peppers, peeled, sliced into 
strips 

1-2 c potatoes, cubed and boiled until slightly 
tender 

Pepper, to taste 

Heat up olive oil and sauté garlic, onions, 
fresh tomatoes until tomatoes are soft. Add ba- 
calao, canned tomato, tomato purée, Simmer 
over very low heat for about an hour and а half, 
until bacalao is tender. The longer you simmer 
over low heat, the better. 

‘Add 1 с extra-virgin olive oil, 1 roasted bell 
pepper and potatoes. Let simmer 30 minutes 
over low heat. Season to taste, 

‘Transfer to a baking dish, Garnish with re- 


JOE Aspiras 


My dad 
had two 
life-long 
romances: 


my 


mother 


and 


Spain, for 
its culture 
and its 
food 


maining roasted bell pepper Dribble with olive 
oil. 

Bake on a pre-heated 350°Р oven uncovered 
for 20-30 minutes. 

Preparing the bacalao: 

‘The day before cooking, wash fish in running 
water to remove salt. Soak in water overnight, 
doing 3-4 water changes during the soaking 
process. Flake bacalao and cook as per recipe 
above. 


Pinoy specialties 

Tm Danny а fresh graduate and a new em- 
ployee. My question is: Where can I treat my 
dad on Father's Day? It also is my first salary 
treat. He likes Filipino food but since itis my 
first salary, it is not much. Please suggest a 
new reasonable place. 

Former PBA commissioner Jun Bernardino 
turned restaurateur with friends Pepot Ro- 
mualdez, Ricky Palou, Tony Liao, Moying 
Martelino and, of course, Mars Reyes of Joseph 
and Jaemark’s. Remember that little restaurant. 
along White Plains and the one at the Cuneta 
Astrodome that served great tuna? Well, it just 
opened anew at 2/Е Petron Station along С-5 
(tels. 8281061/8281514). 

My sister Babot claims their deep-fried tuna 


PINOY 

comfort food 

all the way at, 67 
Jaemark's 4 


ҰЗ 

-— Т. 

tastes like crispy pata! Their buko prawns, the 

tuna belly and the panga are yummy as well. 
Pinoy comfort food all the гау! 

То you, Danny, welcome to the real world 
And to your dad and to all the fathers out there, 
for all the love and comfort they bring, Happy 
Father's Day! 


(Lam starting my Buffet Series. If you love en- 
tertaining and cooking for a small crowd, tis is 
perfect for you! Recipes are great for the weekend 
‘cook and those who own small catering establish- 
ments. Гат also repeating my Gourmet Cucinera 
1 for household cooks. Сай 9289296 or 
6335162) 


Email the 
‘encom. ph 


author at raspiras@inquir- 


Reduce your weight QU 
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PER DAY 


MEDICAL SUPERVISION AT ALL CENTERS. 
*SAVINGS APPLY TO FULL PROGRAMMES. 


GREAT BODIES 2005 
WINNER) 
ARTURO GUERRERO 
Lost 35 Ibs. "of fat. 


: GREAT SAVINGS BUY 15 TREATMENTS 
FOR JUNE!!! GET 5 FREE! 


BODY SCRUB SKIN WHITENING ;. 

PURAGEN WARTREMOVAL ` 
LASER ACNE TREATMENT 
NUTRACELL-FACE FACIAL 


Е? PERMANENT LASER HAIR REMOVAL į 1 
GREAT BODIES 2005 
WINNER ~ 
JONABEL GAVIETA 
Lost 34.5 Ibs. of fat. 


The latest technology in 
fitness & slimming from Europe 


s m MESOTHERAPY 
FITNESS & SKIN 536.3339 uo 091-SLIMMERS ccs 


ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 


BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Roda/Olive 365-7653 
www. sliramersworld.com.ph 
inquireGslimmorsworld.com.ph 


MEGAMALL Gina/Ruby 631-3869 
PASAY RD Cher/Maan/Val 887-1335 
Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Dino/Jiggs 681-5333 

SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

SUBIC Beth/Precy 252-6514 
TRAFALGAR Emily 814-0138 


س س 
SKIN CENTER HOTLINES: ALABANG 7750587/09183912510 BINONDO 2420728/09178224399 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 7261526/09194986196‏ 
MALATE 5259891/09213173415 MEGAMALL 6377543/09162479753 PASAY RD. 8873530/09156893088 PASIG 6473816/09275341314‏ 


CEBU Juna/Anne 231-3254 
GREENHILLS Аппа726-6505 
LEGASPI VILL. Lani/Jonah 893-8935 
MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 


сату Surf and Tur c ғ BURGOO American Bar 
mesia Sarat ote pne B and Restaurant treats ай 
anga irnn А dads to Shrimps and Ribs 
inch LED television from Samsung, Platter, a combination of 
Spoil him with big portions of s barbecued baby back ribs 
Мает and steaks, The whe бту T and Cajun-spiced prawns, 
will also enjoy an array of specialties 2 served with French fries 
from Spiral's 2,500-sq m live cooking , and grilled corn-on-the- 
stations consisting of South East. ч cob. For every order of 
Asian, Western grills, М. 4 this special dish, dad 
Mediterranean, Indian, Japan, у 1 automatically gets a 
Korean and Chinese cuisine. As А Ғы ; VÀ complimentary white or 
$ an added treat to dad, he can 3 red wine and he gets to 
enjoy unlimited beer from San take home mugs from 
Miguel. The first 200 dads will 3 А : Actor and pnta 
шонена hne Sato | opened atthe XL, South 
“Courtesy of Rustan's. oe a Wing, Main Mall, Mall of 
Cal 5518555 loc. 1 1 Asia. Call 9277424, 
1086 or 6988. 8981815, 6875254, 
9127939 and 5560091. 


PEKING Garden offers a set menu for 12 persons 
at P12,300+ this Father's Day. Itincludes eight 
main courses with four kinds of appetizers, 
Sharks Fin Soup with Winter Melon, Bamboo 
Pith and Dried Scallops, Peking Duck, Crispy Rice 
Prawns, Steamed Lapu-lapu, Braised Fish-maw 
with Black Mushrooms, Buttered Baked Crabs 
with Shanghai Rice Cakes, and Steamed 
‘Supreme Soup and Pork Dumplings, plus fresh 
fruit platter for dessert. Itis open daily for lunch. 
and dinner. itis located at 2/L, Glorietta 2, Ayala 
Genter, Makati City. Сай 8179066/9067. 


‘THE OLD Swiss Inn celebrates Father's Day with 
a special tribute to dads. Lucky dads who dine at 
the Old Swiss Inn branches on this special day 
will have the chance to bring home a BMW for an 
entire weekend. The Old Swiss Inn branches are 
at The Garden Plaza Hotel & Suites, 1030 Belen 
St.. Paco, Manila (5213002, 5262739, 522483 
loc. 115); G/F, Somerset Olympia, Makati Ave. 
сог. Tomas Morato St., Makati City (8188251, 
8180098, 8121010 loc, 511 to 512); and 2/5, 
BMW Autozentrum Lounge, Commerce Ave. cor. 
Madrigal Ave., Ayala Alabang (8092325). 


Dads who will dine in any of Mandarin Orlenlal's. 
restaurants on Father's Day get a chance to win a 
gift from "Plck-A-Prize," promo which includes 
Aramis fragrances from Rustan's Essences, gift 
certificates from Menage Salon and sterling silver 
charms from Michelis Jewelry. This June, Globe 
Platinum cardholders can enjoy special treats and 
dads get a complimentary Businessman's Lunch 
at P1,100 + or Degustation Dinner Set Menu at 
P2,400+ with a minimum of three paying adults. 
‘The offer goes with a cholce of complimentary 
Sgt of red or white wine. 
EDSA Shangri-La Hotet offers a smorgasbord of 
mouthwatering dishes from the hotel's fine dining 
ӛшігіз: a taste traditional Japanese dishes at 
Senju; classic pasta dishes at Paparazzi; and au- 
thentic Chinese cuisine at Summer Palace, 
There's an array of Indian, Japanese, Chinese, Fil- 
Ipino and Western cuisine at Heat. Dads who dine 
‘will receive a gift from Rustan's Essenses. Call 
6338888 loc. 2738 to 39, 
‘THE BELLEVUE Hotel presents Father's Day 
Blowout promo. You can avail of the P4,000+ рег 
Fight room rate (executive suite) from June 16- 
18 and get a 20-percent discount on dining out- 
lets plus a welcome discount card on selected 
items at Rustan's Department Store that will be 
given to customers. Other perks include break- 
fast buffet at the Cafe D' Asie for two, free use of 
swimming pool and gym facilities. There's a spe- 
ial Father's Day Brunch Buffet for only P795+ 
and special giveaways from Wilcon, Travel Club 
кі биін or dade and бата well. Call 
718181 
THE RENAISSANCE Makati Hotel's coffee shop. 
offers lunch and dinner buttets of International. 
and Asian favorites at P1,188« per person. The 
master chefs of Bocarinos also prepared a special 
Father's Day set menu of continental cuisine for 
ішпей and dinner at P1,380+ per person. The Em- 
peror Court offers a selection of lunch and dinner 
set menus for a minimum of four persons at 
P788» to P1,288« per person. A complimentary 
wine will be given for a minimum purchase of 
P3,200+. Call 8116888. 


CENTURY PARK Hotel's Café in the Park offers 

lunch and dinner buffet with Western and Asian 

fare їогРв9в (adult) and Р500+ (kids, 4-12 

years old) Unsul offers authentic Japanese spo- 

ciates Including Lapu-lapu Usuzukuri, Gyoku- 

Sui, Tor-Negi Roll Shiraou, Enoki and Mitsuba | ў қ ч 3 
Tempura. The Deli Snack offers Cherry Mousse al " d Aa 
Gateau, the featured Father's Day cake, for only Et A NUS 
P700. Call 5285855/5856/5907. Whi 


е” When your child starts school, his nutrition needs change. 
* Give him new Gain School Advance with the ” 
"Advance Eye-Q Nutrition System. It provides your child 
with vision, brain and memory support for advance learning. 


‘THE RICHMONDE Hotel's Grill showcases a 

delectable appetizers and cold Items Ilke sushi, 

sashimi, Smoked Seafood, Chinese cold cuts, 

Mixed Seafood Ceviche, Creamy Tomato and в a 0 
Cheese Baked Mussels and Thal Beat Salad with 


v: 
Crispy Rice Noodles. Main dishes Include Pan ‘ K 
аш 


Fried Salmon Tornados, Grilled Lamb Chops with d 


ісе 


New Gain School Advance prepares your child‏ کے 
for a better tomorrow.‏ 


Rosemary, Roasted Whole Devil Chicken, Bread- 

ed Вев! in Creamy Spinach Purée, Oysters KII- } 
patrick and Prime Rib au Jus. The buffet is priced і 
КРЗ. Al fatnere iin d Gl wl gta ! 
Shane to ain tones poca! raf із 
draw. Са! 6387777 or 6898419. 


al 
( 
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Korean culsine and Aslan noodles treats dads this н Eye-Q Nutrition System 
Father's Day. Customers can avail of a free three- ADAS A 
i Y С: 
"m 


SORABDL Korean ВВП, the contemporary Kore- 4 


Ask your doctor about the Advance 
an casual dining restaurant that serves authentic 


Or call the Eye-Q hotline 
89-0545 or 1-800-10-888-Eye-Q 
www abbott com p^ 


piece Lemon Chicken Meal for every P500 pur- 
Chase at the SM Megamall and Greenhilis branch- 
аз. The restaurants best-selling dishes include. 
the BBO chicken, kimchi (tha best known Korean 
food), chapchas, beef bolgagi, BBO squld and ез 
noodle soups (spinach, egg, soba, udon). ast vision’ Batter biai Abbott 
Sorabol outlets are located at he UG/L, SM For children DOSS i ler visio! a X 
Megamall Bldg. Band G/F, Connecticut Strip, or children above 3 years ol Better learning 
Canto Car are, Gesn Shopng Can е 
‘ 
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JADE GARDEN Cantonese Restaurant offers a special set menu for |2 HOTEL InterContinental offers special dining 
persons, a grand lauriat consisting of exotic dishes like Suckling Pig treats and room packages for dads. A brunch 
Combination, Braised Shark’s Fin with Seafood Soup, Peking duck, Pink buffet spread of local and international dishes 
Lapu-lapu sprinkled with dried rose petals, Grilled Prawns with Special at Café Jeepney await dad and the entire 

ied Scallops with Broccoli, Pan-fried Crabs with Thai Chili family. Prince Albert Rotisserie offers set 
Sauce, Rice Rolls with Dried Si ight soy sauce and fresh fruit > — lunch menu for only P2,200+ per person. A 

| platter at P12,300+. The restaurant is open daily for lunch and dinner. special gift from Solo Leowe will be given to 
Jade Garden is at Greenbelt |, Ayala Center, Makati City. Call 8922319 dads who will dine on Father's Day. Call 
or 8124548, 8159711. 


KIMPURA offers a wide selection of traditional Japanese dishes. On Father's Day, the 
restaurant treats dads with a complimentary Sashimi Teaser plate. Kimpurais open daily for 
lunch and dinner. It is located at Greenhills Shopping Center (beside Uni-Mart), San Juan 
(7218816), and 2/L, Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati City (8924456). 


5 1 (таудағы SETS T ter. Call 6334241 (SM Megamall) and 7271547 
2 КК (Greenhills). 


Exploring the School Zone | 2 | punc 


Bowl of China and Big Buddha restaurants, will 
" 4 get one bottle of free beer (choice of San Mig 
with Raffy Reloza, M.A . BL Liontor Pale Pilsen for a minimum group of five 
ч Y : 3 (1 persons (maximum of two dads per group). Оп 
Child Psychologist and Early Education Expert June 18, dads will receive one free Chris Sports 
discount card (minimum dine-in group of five 
persons, one discount card per group). Super 
Bowl of China recently opened at the SM Mall of 
Аза. Big Buddha restaurants have branches at 
the 2/L, Greenbelt 3 and Blue Wave Macapagal 
Avenue. Super Bowl of China offers delivery ser 
vice, сай 7378888. 


The little bundle of joy you brought home ZHONGNANNHAI Chinese Bistro offers two spe- 
ig now a bundle af energy ean around hoo cie aver die 
the house. It's cime to choose a preschool 5 3 Martini glass of Chilled Sweetened Mango Sago 
that will provide the right environment with Pomelo, good frie persons at P3 268s. 
tö make your child feel enthusiastic about -` i: Menu B includes appetizers, soup, dim sum, 
mastering new skills. 4 hi main courses, dessert for P2, 888+ for five por- 

i sons. ZNH Chinese Bistro is at Greenbelt 2. Call 
Here's à quick guide to the quest for the pow. 7581111 for reservations. 
preschool thats perfect for preparifig Your their cell 


Child to a Ме of advance learnings? KENNY Rogers’ Roasters offers Chicken Sampler for 


bers, email < X 5j Р499 and the Chicken and Rib Plate. Dining guests 
* 3| who order meal combos will get a P100 Kenny 

е 2 1. Do your homework early, | 1 Rogers gift check which they can use or their next 

Look into multiple learning programs x visit. Al these for only P799. Call 5338888 for dellv- 

I" A find out what is most appropriate for your: шу. Promo runs until June 19 only. 

child. Arrange for a tour: Schedule а follow= C J 

up visit and bring your child to check how he or she will function you ld 

within the program, Slots are often limited so start your research ч aak 

салдан Т t ‘punished? In what way? Will the teachers 
early tomake sure your child can join the schoo! Vy ai ian му E 


рану! 
2./ Find out if the school is a good fit. Take time to think f the school to work with you in dealing. 


HYATT Hotel and Casino Manila offers all 
dining dads a special gift and a chance to win 
in the Father's Day Lucky Draw. The pride of 
the hotel's Li Li restaurant is Cantonese 
cuisine. The Fireplace serves grilled prime 
meats and seafood for lunch and a five-course 
set menu featuring Roasted Chateaubriand 
for dinner. 


1 ALL-NEW BREAKFAST 

| FIGARO’S all-new breakfast selections 
include: Creamy Scrambled Eggs served with 
‘two slices of garlic baguette and your choice 
of ham, bacon, country sausage or Spanish 
chorizo; Croque Madame, a French-style 

1 sandwich made with buttered potato bread, 

j ham anda sunny-side up egg; Spanish Torta, 

5 aclassie Spanish omelette, filled with diced 

| country sausages sautéed with bell peppers; 
French Mushroom Omelette, filled with 

|. Shitake mushrooms and cheese then folded 

û over, served with two slices of garlic baguette 

; andaside salad; Filled French Toast, two 

{hearty French toast sandwiches filed with 
ham, cheese and strawberry jam; and 
Croissants, three light and buttery minl- 
croissants, served with butter, strawberry 

i Jamand orange marmalade. 
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Get your prints foster wilh ihe HP Photosmart 3110 AllinOne. Now you no longer hove 
lo sacrifice speed in favor of having Бийып capabiliies of а prinor,sconner, copier and 
© lox mochine. Wilh he HP Pholosmart 3110 Anne, pri 4 in. x 6 in. (10. )6em x 15. 24cm] 
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Let Dad dip 


DIR DUNK AND SWIRL SUPER 
Premium Haagen Dazs Vanilla, 
Coffee, Strawberry and Chocolate 
ice cream, chunks of sweet straw- 
berry, ripe mango, creamy banana 
and chewy brownie pieces in warm. 
Belgian chocolate. 

Playfully roll this over ground pistachio 
and almond flakes for a delightful experience 
without the sweat and fatigue of sports. Treat 
your dad to the Father's Day Fondue at a Häa- 


DADS' Ultimate 
Buffet gives diners a 
chance to know 
some of these 
mythical ingredients, 
On Father's Day, 
treat dads to 
legendary cuisine. 
with Aphrodisiacs 

in Fusion buffet. 


DISCOVER SOME INTERESTING FOOD 
myths with Aphrodisiacs in Fusion, the latest 
in Dads’ Ultimate Buffet, Get better acquaint- 
ed with the flavors and legends behind some 
popular and exotic ingredients. 

Basil, a common medicinal and culinary 
herb, is credited with energy-restoring prop- 
erties. To the Hindus, basil is а powerful 
aphrodisiac. 

The flower of the mango, according to 
myth, is Cupid's arrow. From the fruit, which 
is shaped like a woman's breast, flows lus 
cious nectar. 

Indonesian parents, upon the birth ofa son, 
plant а clove tree believing that their off- 
spring and the clove will grow strong and 


LIFESTYL 
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Sat Haagen-Dazs café 


and dunk 


gen-Dazs café near you. Prepared from all- 
natural ingredients with absolutely no preser- 
vatives, the Father's Day Fondue is a healthy 
indulgence, Top your Daddy's Day date witha 
specially designed Häagen-Dazs Greeting 
Card. Choose from five designs, 

Häagen-Dazs cafes are at Glorietta (tel. 
7527299), Shangri-La (6348108) and Ala- 
bang Town Center (8092016). Dipping sta- 
tions can be found at Greenbelt 3 (7577570), 
Rockwell (8993274), Eastwood Libis 
(6871839) and Price Smart Fort Bonifació 
(8447803) * 


prosperous together. i 

Parmesan, like most hard cheeses with d: 
strong salty flavor and pungent aroma, ise- 
garded as an aphrodisiac, 

The Arabs prescribe a diet of the phallus 
shaped mushrooms for sexual potency. + 

Madame du Barry, the famed courtesan): 
served ginger in her parlor purportedly to зе: 
duce her guests to submissiveness. 

In the middle ages, dill, famed for its be- 
witching powers, was the magic ingredient of 
many love potions. 

Dads’ Ultimate Buffet includes both Ка- 
mayan and Saisaki buffets for only P515 and 
P415 on promo days. Call 5323004 or 
5317292. 


Call now! 89 2 


Casmer Building: 105 Salcodo Strect, 
Legaspi Village, Makati City 


JUNE-JULY 
JOHN ROBERT POWERS HAS A WORKSHOP FOR YOU 
PERSONAL STYLE. IMAGE DEVELOPMENT. SPEAKING. 
ACTING. MODELING. 
REGISTRATION IS LIMITED. 


9511 927 


Mela it happen before your summer ends. 
Workshops adapted for students on an international schedule 


www.[ohnrebertpowe! 


0465 


Ground Floor, Oinderella Bullcing, 
825 EDSA, Quezon City 
Parking on promos 
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MOET Hennessy provides the tulip-shaped 
fuchsia champagne flutes for Paseo Uno's. 
Sunday lunch. 


‘Text and photos by Linda B. Bolido 


BRUNO YVON IS THINKING OF 
becoming a matchmaker. 

But the affable Frenchman is not plan- 
ning to meddle in affairs of the heart. His 
brainstorm involves pairing Filipino food 
and wine. 


‘And what a boost it is going to be for Fil- | 


ipino cuisine that has long desired to 
achieve world-class status. Yvon is repre- 
senting not just any wine maker. As regional 
marketing director for Moët Hennessy in 
Asia-Pacific, he is carrying the Louis Vuitton 
name, synonymous with class and luxury all 
over the world. 

‘Though it will certainly help his compa- 
ny' sales if Filipinos, and foreigners who 
have developed a taste for local cooking, 
will start having wine with their adobo or 
sinigang or lumpiang sariwa, these and oth- 
er Pinoy dishes may also quickly rise in ev- 
eryone's estimation when complemented by 
a robust red or a nicely chilled white from 
Моё cellars. 

The Hong Kong-based Yvon was in the 
Philippines for the first time to introduce 
Mots wine labels from Argentina, Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand in the local market. 
The products are a little pricier than what 
Filipino wine drinkers may be used to but 
then luxury is what Louis Vuitton Moët Hen- 
nessy has always been all about. 

And the wines Yvon introduced to Fil- 
ipinos in a series of meetings, both social 
and business, had luxury stamped all over 
them. 


Select clients 

‘To be distributed locally by Premier Wine 
& Spirits, Inc., Yvon said Moét's Philippine 
office would be working primarily with peo- 
ple who could promote the wine to a select 
clientele-restaurant sommeliers (the guy in 
charge of wine), food and beverage man: 
agers of hotels, membership clubs, corpo- 
rate entities. 

Yvon also gave some basic lessons on 
wine storage, a very critical factor if Mo&r's 
products are to distinguish themselves as 
truly premier varieties, 

Despite the higher prices, both Awee Sio. 
son Ramirez of Premier and Olga M. 
Azarcon, Moët Hennessy's chief representa- 
tive in the Philippines are confident the 
Philippine market is ready for luxury wines. 
In general, Ramirez said local sales of wines 
had been steadily rising. From having only a 
five percent share in Premier sales in 1996, 
wines accounted for almost half of the com- 
pany's sales last year at 40 percent. 

The wines go by the labels Terrazas de los 
Andes (Argentina), Cloudy Bay (New 
Zealand), and Cape Mentelle and Green 
Point (both Australian), Terrazas will bring 
chardonnay, cabernet sauvignon and Ar- 
gentina's flagship varietal, malbec, a red 
wine. Cloudy Bay's whites, sauvignon blanc 
and chardonnay, are reportedly so prized 
that quotas have to be set for different mar- 
kets to ensure that every country that wants 
to buy is able to do so. 

Cape Mentelle is one of the pioneer 
wineries in Australia’s Margaret River. It 
will bring to the Philippines both reds and 
whites. Green Point is the only Australian 
winery founded by Moët & Chandon. Thus, 
its reputation as Australia’s leading 
sparkling wine producer is no surprise, as 
Moët & Chandon is quite well known for its 
champagnes. 


Champagne lunch 

Апа speaking of champagne, for those 
who do not know what a Moet champagne is 
ог who simply want to have a relaxing 
weekend sipping good quality bubbly, Man- 
darin Hotel Oriental Manila's Paseo Uno 
now offers champagne lunch every Sunday. 
New Paseo Uno manager Sebastien Pequeux 
is often around to pour the champagne per- 
sonally. 

Diners can have the buffet lunch with a 
glass of Moét et Chandon Brut Imperial for 
P1,499+ + or buffet lunch inclusive of free- 
flowing (that’s “bottomless” elsewhere) 
Moét et Chandon Brut Imperial for 
P1,999++, Children 5-12 years old can 
dine for P650++ and enjoy free-flowing 
soft drinks or chilled juices. 


Call 7508888 extension 2411/2412. 


A ‘champagne wish’ 
for Philippine cuisine 


Moét’s wines are a little pricier than what 
Filipinos may be used to but then, as part of 
the Louis Vuitton conglomerate, the company 
can only be expected to carry luxury products 


é ы 


BRUNO YVON, regional marketing director 
for Moët Hennessy in Asia-Pacific, has 
matchmaking in mind—Filipino food and wine, 
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ALL Asian delight: Red Lobster Roll with Asian Pear 


85€ 


for fine di ing 1 


Text by Margaux Salcedo 
Contributor 
Photos by Roger Carpio 


HEN RED WAS CREATED TO ТАКЕ 
the Makati Shangri-La Hotel, the 
vision was to woo guests by erasing the pres- 
sures of having to don Ascot attire for fine din- 
ing without sacrificing elements of "fine." 
"These elements shine through even as Red 
goes through its first major menu makeover 
саге of executive chef Christopher Romine. 
"Word has it that Romine locked himself for 
days to think over Red's new menu thorough- 
ly 
Based on what Гуе tasted, I can confidently 
say he emerged triumphant, with appetizers 
and desserts that are delightfully creative and 
entrées that don’t disappoint. 


Inspired 

The creativity is apparent from the start. 
Probably inspired by this last summers in- 
credibly warm weather, the Starters menu of- 
fers Chilled Tomato Soup. Like gazpacho, itis 
å broth of puréed tomatoes and makes an 
evocatively refreshing summer meal starter 
‘The chef says they were actually prepared for 
first-time customers who, unmindful that it 
was purposely meant to be a cold soup, might 
request the soup be heated (a couple actually 
did. 

For solid starters, an interesting experi- 
ment is the Lobster Roll with Asian Pear. A 
successful attempt at fusing Chinese and 
Japanese influences into the menu, it displays 
the inventiveness of chef Romine. 

Picture a sushi roll but instead of rice, the 
‘ori wraps itself around minced lobster (think 
rellenong lobster). A very thin layer of lobster 
is then wrapped around the nori and this lay- 
éris yet enveloped by a very fine slice of pear. 

A delicate sweet and sour sauce and a pair 
òf chopsticks underline the Eastern inspira- 
tion of the dish. It is a very pleasant starter. 

‘What piques my curiosity the most, howev- 
er, is the Carpaccio of Japanese Cucumbers. 
More accustomed to salmon or beef carpac- 
cio, 1 am happy to discover this very light, 
healthy and vegetarian appetizer that really 
just ticldes your taste buds in preparation for 
your main dish. 

it is also served with a bit of greens, giving 
it just the right amount of lightness for a 
starter. 


Wicked oysters 

It appears that at Red, each day may be 
Valentine's Day, thanks to the Starters selec- 
Чоп of oysters. You have two choices: down a 
dozen with the Dozen Fresh Australian Tas- 
inanian Oysters (better for a big group) or dip 
а bit with the Oyster Tasting special. 

Аз starter, the Oyster Tasting special is per- 

fect for a date because, aside from the obvious 
trivia that oysters are aphrodisiacs, the choic- 
és inevitably spark conversation. The oysters 
here are prepared four ways: as a shooter, 
roasted with foie gras, with soy jelly and cala- 
тапа, and simply grilled with chili pepper. 
+ The last two are simple and more popular 
preparations for oysters but the first two 
made me hold my breath in anticipation. The 
shooter is especially exciting. The oyster is 
dropped into a shot glass along with mango 
bits and is made to swim in sake. A shot won't 
make you loopy but it is definitely a fun way 
to get chatty. And if you care to be indulgent, 
there's nothing like a slab of foie gras atop 
your oyster to feel wicked! 
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CHEF'S favorite: 


RED'S Dessert Variation has chocolate cake to-die for. 


Ogo Seaweed Salad 
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A COLORFUL bowl of fresh: Red's Greens with Oranges and Crispy 


Wonton 


Oysters are prepared 
four ways at Makati 
Shangri-La’s Red: 

as a shooter, roasted 
with foie gras, with soy 
jelly and ‘calamansi,’ 
and simply grilled 
with chili pepper 


Classic entrees 

Favorite classics remain on the entrée 
menu, albeit the menu overhaul. Red Classic 
Grills 'still include the famous chilled beefs 
that even Cheval Blane was famous for: ten- 
der, adequately marbled, juicy steaks. The 
Chilean sea bass continues to be served in a 
generous portion and is soft and silky as ever. 

But there are new favorites in the seafood 
section. The chef's personal favorite is the 
Deep-Fried Cod. It is a tower of codfish atop a 
polenta cake (commonly translated as corn 
meal mush, this is a brilliant alternative to or- 
dinary mashed potatoes) 

The fish comes with a chili sauce that is 
Thai-inspired, says chef Romine, but not too 
spicy so as to cater to a more Filipino palate. 
For me, though, each bite must be ofthe trio of 
codfish, sun-dried tomato and polenta so that 
the contrasting tastes and textures mixin your 
mouth, bringing out the full flavor of the dish. 


Bits of the best 

With a menu like this, you will want a bite 
of every dish. Possibly foreseeing this dilem- 
ma, the menu has choices that offer just that 
a bit of the best. The Starters menu presents 
the Trio of Red Appetizers, which has the 
Japanese cucumber carpaccio, duo of foie 
gras (pan-seared and crème brulée foie gras), 
and seared ahi tuna. 

For the main course, there is the Fillet of 
Beef and Red Lobster This is served with 
mashed potatoes with a hint of wasabi. 

For dessert, there is Red's Dessert Variation, 
which has a bit of everything on the menu. 
This includes the amazing Orange-Valrhona 
Chocolate Cake, which is undoubtedly one of 
the best chocolate cakes in the country. It 
comes in a small piece, like a cupcake almost, 
wich a scoop of Sugar-caged Ivory Chocolate 
Ice Cream on the side 
chocolate la- 
e. and a hint of citrus when you bite, It 

weet in anticipation of the puddle 
hich, when mixed with 
1 bold, dark 


ou, 1 disappear from conversation. 
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FROM LEFT: Beef Salpicao, Salad of Lamb Noodles, and Peanuts and 
Chicken Bopis Nachos 


Make dad feel special 


SAN MIGUEL PURE FOODS CULI- 
nary Center has come up with this 
easy-to-prepare recipes you can 
whip up for Dad on Father's Day. 

For more recipes and practical tips, log on 
to www.mygreatfood.com, 


Salad of Lamb Noodles and Peanuts “Naturally brown, naturally delicious! 
100 g sotanghon noodles ы айы саты акыл. сей м 
Yak Monterey Lamb Tapa, cut into strips 4 Try the new Swift SAM, the hotdog 
‘Magnolia Nutri Oil а сез 2 а 
Dressing: ive fallen ia love with. 
2 Ya tbsp fish sauce 
4 tbsp water 
1 va tbsp sugar 
1 “tbsp lime 
1 pe labuyo, cut into four 
Vac celery sliced diagonally 
1c leeks, sliced diagonally 
Y pc red bell pepper, sliced into strips 
Ya c coriander leaves (wansoy), chopped 
14 c roasted unsalted peanuts, roughly 

chopped 

Place sotanghon noodles in a bowl and cov- ы 
er with boiling or hot water. Allow to stand for Sam Milby 
4 minutes or until soft; drain and set aside. 
Fry lamb tapa in ой until done, about 5 min- 
utes. Set aside. 

For the dressing, combine all ingredients 
and mix until sugar is completely dissolved. 
Set aside 

1п а pan, sauté celery, leeks and bell pep- 
pers and cook for at least 3 minutes then set 
aside. 

To assemble salad, toss sotanghon noodles 
and sautéed vegetables in the prepared dress- 
ing. Place noodles in a plate and top with fried 
lamb tapa. Sprinkle with chopped wansoy and 
nuts. 

Makes 2 servings. 


Beef Salpicao 

Ya k Monterey beef tenderloin, cubed 

2 thsp hot sauce 

3 thsp liquid seasoning 

3 thsp Worcestershire sauce 

1 tsp ground black pepper 

Ya c Magnolia Gold Butter 

1/3 c minced garlic 

Sliced finger pepper (for topping), optional 

Marinate beef in hot sauce, liquid season- 
ing, Worcestershire sauce and ground black 
pepper for about 5 minutes. 

Heat butter in pan. Sauté minced garlic 
over moderate heat until toasted. Remove 
half the amount ofthe garlic from the pan and 
set aside, Drain beef from marinade. In the 
same pan, add beef and continue sautéing 
over high heat until beef turns brown. Imme- 
diately add marinade. Let simmer for a 
minute and remove from heat. Transfer to а 
sizzling plate or serving platter and top with 
reserved toasted garlic and sliced finger pep- 
рег 

Makes 3 servings. 


Chicken Bopis Nachos 

1/3 canato ой 

2 tbsp garlic, chopped 

Ус red onion, chopped 

1/3 ctomatoes, chopped and seeded 

1/3 cred bell pepper, chopped 

350 g Magnolia Chicken Pulutan Mix 
(Available in Magnolia Chicken Station) 

100 g Magnolia chicken liver, chopped 

2 pcs red chili pepper, seeded, chopped 

Vac + 1 tbsp Purefoods Supremo Vinegar 

Ltspsalt 

Ya tsp freshly ground black pepper 

Ya tsp sugar 

1 pack nacho chips 

fresh wansoy for garnish 

Sauté garlic, onions and tomato in anato oil 
over low-medium heat. Add bell pepper and 
let cook. 

Add chicken pulutan mix, liver and chili 
pepper. Let cook for 2-3 minutes. 

Stir in vinegar and season with salt, pepper 
and sugar. Let simmer over low heat for 5 
minutes more, 

Serve with nacho chips and garnish with 
fresh wansoy. 

Makes 6-8 appetizer servings. 


Bbq Beef Kebabs 

1 pack Purefoods Beef Franks, sliced into 
Minch circles 

2 pcs green bell pepper, cut into cubes 

2 pcs red bell pepper, cut into cubes 

1 c store-bought thick, smoky-flavored bar- 
becue sauce 

12-15 pes mini barbecue sticks 

Skewer beef franks alternately with bell 
peppers. Cook in preheated grill. Brush gener- 
ously with barbecue sauce. 

Makes 8-10 servings. 
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Filipinos 


Y NOW THE 

world knows that 

Filipinos eat their 
food with spoons and 
forks rather than with 
forks and knives, no 
thanks to news reports 
from Canada involving a 
young boy of Filipino 
origin who was allegedly 
upbraided by school au- 
thorities for the boy's 
*un-Canadian" way of 
eating. 

But beyond using the fork 
and thé spoon, Filipinos have 
other ways of eating that the 
world may not 
have heard of 
yet. 

In зоте 
places only the 
spoon is used 
This I found out 
on a visit to a 
town in Pan- 
gasinan where! 
was — served 
breakfast of rice, fried egg and 
longganisa. The table was set 
"with a plate and a spoon for 
each person. I thought the hotel 
staff forgot the fork and asked 
for it. My niece, a new resident 
of the place, told me that was 
how people there ate—with on- 
ly a spoon, period. You learn 
something new each day. 


Micky Fenix 


Dipping sauces 

Some of us start the meal by 
preparing the sawsawan or dip- 
ping sauces. A prime example із 
my sister who surveys the food 
on the table then sets out her 
saucers in front of her plate, 
mixing dips appropriate to the 
food she wants to eat. Calaman- 
si and patis (fish sauce) go with 
her nilagang baka. Suka (vine- 
gar) and patis with crushed gar- 
lic are always good with any 
fried fish. Or, if available, ba- 
goong isda (fermented fish 
paste), also called Balayan, 
with calamansi. She has since 
added to her repertoire, chili 
and some Thai sauces. 

Perhaps the sauce that most 
puzzles foreign visitors here is 
the ketchup or catsup. It’s what 
many Filipinos ask for when 
given fried or scrambled eggs. 

1 did witness one airline pas- 
senger in the first-class section 
(the rare times I'm upgraded) 
who asked for ketchup and the 
stewardess said she would look 
for some in the economy class. 

Ketchup was also the subject 
of one discussion about rel- 
lenong bangus. One chef sug- 
gested that we should have 
Ketchup in the picture with 
stuffed fish dish. Seriously, she 
asked, who eats relleno with- 
out catsup? Then she asked: 
Would fried chicken be good 
without banana catsup? She 
was directing that question to 
those of us who grew up eating 
Max's fried chicken with 
Mafran catsup. 

‘One expat chef, while telling 
us that his favorite Filipino food 
was his mother-in-law’s tortang 
talong, had to add: “but without 
the ketchup.” We smiled among 
ourselves but didn't verbalize 
what we were all think- 
ing—that he just confirmed he 
isn't Filipino, 

In Zamboanga, it seems 
ketchup is a favorite for siopao 
as well as for pancit, and is per- 
haps as important as the boro de 
kamias or pickled bilimbi that is 
always present at Zam- 
boanguefio meals. Ketchup 
with pancit, however, would be 
unthinkable in other places 
here. 


COUNTRY 


Starch with starch 

On the other hand, people of 
Zamboanga might find it odd 
that Pancit Malabon is eaten 
with camachile cookies. Or that 
in many carinderias or Chinese 
panciterias they serve the bihon 
or canton with white loaf bread. 
Still, others eat their noodles 
with rice. Eating starch with 
starch will certainly confuse 
culinary students who are 
taught that there should only be 
one starch dish when present- 
ing a complete meal. 

But it shouldn't be strange if 
you agree with what Nick 
Joaquin wrote in his "Notes on 
the Menu” (Culture and History, 
Solar Publishing, 1989). “We 
eat fish with 
fish, we flavor 
fish with fish... 
when we dip 
fish in patis 
we're dipping 
fish into fish." 

Patis, how- 
ever, seems to 
be a Luzon dip 
where the container for it, the 
smallest saucer in the pantry, is 
called patisan. If you asked for 
patis in the Visayas, 1 was told, 
you'd be given toyo or soy 
‘sauce. Yes, there is patis in those 
parts, 1 was also informed, but 
you'd have to ask for Rufina. 

It was also amusing to watch 
а Batangas farmer as he ate his 
goto (a soup of cow's head and 
entrails) at the cattle market. 
He shared one order with an- 
other farmer and both brought 
out their own rice pack (baon), 
confirming the observation that 
Batanguefios are even more 
parsimonious than Посапоз. 

Next, he bit into the siling 
labuyo served with the goto, after 
which he took some of the soup 
and cow parts then ate the rice. 
For these men, no roundabout 
chili in the dipping sauce buta di- 
rect chili hit. 


Rice and then some 

The other peculiar Filipino 
way of eating is mixing some 
liquid with the rice, whether 
broth or sauce. I did write about 
people pouring tsokolate or cof- 
fee on their rice. That was 
strange the first time I encoun- 
tered it 

The term for that is “labay” in 
my Tagalog-speaking family. I 
get blank stares from many peo- 
ple when I say that word, save 
for one Посапа who said it was 
also labay in their language. My 
Samarefio friend says their 
word is bahog. 

Labay or bahog is why many 
people like their adobo wet 
rather than dry, so they can mix 
the sauce of soy and vinegar to 
into the rice. Or the kaldereta 
tomato sauce mixed with 
canned liver spread. Or the pak- 
siw na lechon liver sauce. Our 
way is like the French way of 
sopping up the sauce with their 
bread. (Do the Québécois of 
Canada do the same?) 

Of course, the world should 
also know that we eat with our 
hands as well, and not just when 
eating fried chicken or our many 
crustaceans. A friend told me 
that she could tell if her cook did 
a great job if her husband start- 
ed eating with his hands. And so 
itis for many of us. 

Mashing my bagoong “ala- 
mang ог fermented shrimp 
paste into my rice until all the 
cooked grain takes on a pinkish 
color is one of my happy child- 
hood memories. This was when 
it was summer, and we were 
freed of eating conventions and 
minding proper table manners 
like using spoon and fork, 


fork and 
aspoon 
for dining 
may be 
the least 
strange 
of the 
Pinoy’s 
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Dulcelin Gourmet's Mango Torte 
Sweet golden mangoes layered over whipped 
cam with a unique crispy chewy nougatm 
crus - he perfec dessert for all occasions. 
crees یتک کے کے‎ 


Stracherry Cake Cochinillo (Roast Pig) 
Елата 


Chocolate Ganache Cake 
Chocolate Decadent Cake 
Food forthe Gods 

irish Cream Buster Cake 
Caramel Pecan-HWalnut Pie 
‘Special Fruitcake 


Callas, Lengua, Paella 
Chicken Relleno 
Chicken Galantina 
Chicken Pate 

Hickory Smoked Pork 
Pulled Pork 


Angus Roast Beef 


Тан Street, West Trang QC (714-216561, 8155255) 
Әкесін Vilage, Tiendesitas, Ortigas Ave. си C5, Pasig 
‘ea Repo, ei Sur Bá, Maa (rih deer) МИЛ 


ways of 
dining 


Subscribe to Sun iMessenger's 
unlimited chatting and get 
the chance to win these 
amazing prizes! 


WHERE there's inihaw na baboy, there's the sawsawan of suka (llocos 
variety) with сі 
RG 


ON 


Catch the 
loveable cat 

in а mall tour fo 

"A Toll of Two Кіне 


GARFIELD 


E ы. ам-даа] эемлоЫтюштой com 


sol rasan 


MECHANICS: 


1. This promo 


is open to all Sun Cellular 
subscribers 


both Postpaid and Prepaid. 


. To qualify for the promo, subscribers must 
fegister. To register, text REG <name> 
<address> to 2/46. Registration is free! 


Example: REG Tomos Cruz 543 Maginhawa 
St. Q.C. 


. Earn raffle entries for every ы to 
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the greater your chances of winning! 
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‘SERIOUSLY, 15 THERE ANYTHING 
BETTER THAN EATING MICROWAVE _ 

BURRITOS AND WATCHING “SIMPSONS 
RERUNS AT 1:00 IN THE MORNING? 


EATING Microwave BURRITOS 
AND WATCHING "SIMPSONS 
RERUNS AT 1:00 IN THE 
MORNING AND NOT GETTING 
BUSTED BY YOUR PARENTS? 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT 
more and more men are 
shopping for food and gro- 
ceries these days and are no 
longer intimidated by what 
was once labeled аз а wom- 
an’s chore? 

Аз they say in the movie “Must 
Love Dogs,” a supermarkets is a great 
place to meet men and one can easily 
tell if a guy is single or not from what 
he throws in his cart. 


IT professional 

Jaybee Reyes is a dad who is able 
to squeeze shopping at Shopwise, the 
country’s first chain of hypermarkets, 
into his busy schedule 

“Eat before doing the groceries. 
Otherwise, you will end up buying ev- 
erything!" advises Reyes. 

Most of the time, however, shop- 
ping at Shopwise is a family activity 
for Reyes, his wife and their two chil- 
dren, She buys the necessities and he 
looks for things he and the kids like. 

‘And what brings joy to this dad and 
his kids? "Buying snacks!" he quips. 
His pregnant wife could not agree 
more. 

То make most of the time they 
spend on doing the groceries, this IT 
professional prefers that the super- 
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therapy for Roland Joven (above) after a stressful working day. Robert » / “7 4 F4 
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Wise dads do the shopping 


markets have great selections, effi- 
cient service, and full stocks. "It 
should have a fast checkout, too,” he 
says in case he needs to be back in ће 
office immediately. 


Public servant. 

"Cheap but good is a magic phrase 
for frugal dads like me," shares 
Robert Mananquil, who has been 
doing the groceries for 20 years now. 
Since his cooking expertise is well ap- 
preciated in the household, expect 
him to spend the longest time at the 
food section. "If you are a choosy 
eater, then you must help choose the 
ingredients," he tells especially if you 
have a pure vegetarian, semi-vegetar- 
ian and a meat eater in the family 
such as his. This dad also learned 
from his vegetarian daughter to read 
the ingredients before buying to 
make sure the products are good for 
the health. 

Shopping at hypermarkets is a de- 
light to this groovy dad because one 
can be surprised at their variety of 
merchandise. "Shopwise has a lot of 
good stuff for my sports and home 
gym needs,” this tennis and gym buff 
relates. 


Businessman 
“1 guess men doing the shopping 
for the home runs in the family,” 


Roland Joven recounts when he once 
bumped into his son and then into his 
son-in-law while doing their respec- 
tive grocery shopping for their fami- 
lies. 

While most dads would rely on the 
shopping list their wives make, 
Roland has his own foolproof way of 
doing his. “1 literally go from the first 
aisle to the end,” he shares. 

Doing the chore for 30 years now 
has not worn him out a bit. It is a task 
he has continued doing even if his 
children are married now as well. In 
fact it is his sort of therapy after a 

lay especially when he is on 

hunt" for new brands and prod- 

ucts. “There are other interesting pos- 

sible purchases 1 am pleasantly sur- 

prised to see (at Shopwise)," Roland 

observes. A sugar-free chocolate bar 

rightly caps off the activity for this 
businessman, 

Shopwise has branches at the 
ground floor of Harrison Plaza Mall, 
Manila, along the main thoroughfare of 
M.L. Quezon Avenue сос Circumferen- 
tial Road in Antipolo City, at the ground 
floor of the Festival Supermall in Ala- 
bang, at the comer of Pasong Tamo and 
Vito Cruz Sts. in Makati, along E. Ro- 
driguez Sr. Avenue, Bagumbayan, Li- 
bis, and at the comer of General 
Aguinaldo and McArthur Avenues in 
Araneta Center, Cubao, QC. 
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 ALABANO Gemma ney 809-0396. 
BINONDO Theima/iannah 242-1312 
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MALATE Dalayrtahaye 336-0619 
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CENTER FOR ASIAN CULINARY STUDIES 
CAFÉ YSABEL RESTAURANT 
455 P. Guevarra Street, San Juan, Metro Manila 
Tel. Nos. 725-5089 / 726-9326 
‘www.cafeysabel.com 
Email: cafeysabel@mydestiny.net 


JUNE - JULY SCHEDULE 
RECREATIONAL AND ONE-DAY BUSIN 


BAKING CLASSE: 


Jens 25. Sender - CHEESECAKE. Deicions cheesecake om Pastry Chet - Insirucior, Chef Натай Herrera will be 
fenes нї шт, The recaps are Cheesecake parfait, Low Sugar Cheesecake. Ligh Cheesecake, Mocha & Choco. 
iip Cheescake. Corme Pecan Chesscake and Rich Oreo Cheesecake. Recipes nll ingredients fr PI 80.00 fm. 
10:99-500p. NEW CLASS. 


June 23, Friday- CATEBINGAND PARTY DESSERTS. Ал апу of desserts for the homermakersand caterers: Swest iren 
thot can be ede akezd of me мы йсй unt needed. Che unyon de Gurion preses + atest wt Strawbety Meringue 


Block Santo Challed Chocolate Dei. Mango Claud Pudding. iocenple Dutescotck Decadence md The Crepe Cake for 
Pi мк n froen 1030-4200 p. NEW CLASS. 


S CLASS 


une 26, Monde] -A CLASS FULLOF BROWNIES, Eocthenevicctekerdesertloverand café owmer er tlc for 
ew. Clef Joan wil sh and teach you vanetyofbromes namely: Trains, Coffe Blond, Marble, White Chocolate 
сод Blondes and Stromberg Вілы Alligredens are mde for 800.0 om 1:00 00 pn 


nip 03, Fridat- CHEESECAKES: WITH ADIFFERENCE Chef & Food Columnist Adore Chong Uy vill present nen 
eroe есм Бо Моше Chossecae, Langka Cheesecake, Mango Chetaceuke, Dalandan 
ER Ateen, Pandan Cherie and Green Fea Checscake for ХО 0 пке al преден from 10.00 4:00 
pm 


uL, Menday - BASIC BREAD MAKING. Master Baker from Australia Mike Rossiter will tech you the secrets о: 
AR ее fur Wane Bread: Pan De Sal, Francis Rolis and Europen Bread Ratis One on one tcn. Recipes 
‘pelea grecs. 1.500 0 frm 1000-4 0р 


тк, Terylay_= ADVANCED BREAD MAKING Master Baker om Australia Mike Roster tenches you the secrets of 
Stel easing for French Bog en lrcad Cinnamon Кама Brea, Wt Sultan Bread, One on 
бата Recipes ineadesll ingredients Pl Su DD ons 1000-400 pm. 


Jul 12. Wednesda _- CROISSANT & DANISH PASTRIES, Master Bake from Austin Mike Roses caches you th. 
TII АА Desi Pty алыну. Liam how to mike есен Croan and mouth Watering 
Тагы of Denat Pasty. One on one mstuction Recipes incl all ingredients. 130000 from 1000 - £00 pan. NEW 
ала 


July Friday. = THE QUICHE CLASS, Pasy CheT- Instructor: Chef nash Herrera will be demonstrating laste pastry 
opk ташыл i us Quiche Clee. "The recipe are Quiche Lorraine. Dre and Chive Quiche. Caramelized Onion an Fei 
acie Rented Bell Pepper Quiche and Smoked Salmon Quiche for l0 00 cluding medien frum 10:00- 4:00 p. 


SEWCLASS. 
'OOKING CLASSE: 


une I6, Fridas- TEANOUSE SPECIALTIES 1, Take the species өл me test teahouses fom Chef Gene Gonzalez and 
үе беш узш kuchen simply! Recipes include Spicy Скари fn Po, Bruned Soy Beef, Shrimp Dampling. Amoy 
TE Orca Ссс and Farge Lomon Chicken for P 1300.00 fom 1049-30 pam 


June 18, Sunday - JAPANESE NOODLES AND RICE TOPPINGS. Chet Пип Opina will be teaching us ew set of 

‘ripe rom hr homo, the recipes ance Green [en Тоби Mouse Mx Tempura, Tendon Clempura fice Тори, 

Trips Soba lot Buckwheat Nowdes wah Tempura), Zaru Soba (Cold Backbeat Noses), Nuieyak Udon (Noodles 
od iyadon (Bcc! Bw ors T100- 3:00pm For PL 90010. NEW CLASS. 


une 20. Tucder= FAMILAND PARTY TABLE DELIGUTS2, Sequelto el Lawrence fly and party tabte delights 
‘hres шийит scot recipes hat heya сод farte who fay Resp are Whole Lapu-lapu wih Sauce 
Саш. Ross Cineken wan асу and iam Stating, Roast Стару Por Ribs wuh Apricot sd Pech Sex, Harvest Sal 
Sin Red Raspberry Dressing, Baked Stuffed Mushroom, Pasta Negra wih Buby Squid and Apple Crumble wath Baer 
олса! nae Cream far P2000 00 from 110-310 pm. NEW CLASS. 


June 21. Wednesday - CATERING AND ENTERTAINING SPECIALS. Let Chef Gino tech yon recipes and costings іші 
Vie ed tor қ vent and parses Recipes incide Waldo Salad, Mixed Vision Parmesan Pat, Chicken 
адиси wi Honey Mawar Gare Samec, Laur lapu rh Cape ime Blane, Pork Roast Sed with Port Wine Gy 
Sod Mango Crepe Sunc for P2,000 00 frm 1000-4-00 pm 


dune 27. Tasa TUE MEXICAN TABLE, Let Che Gino болме captivate you wth his Mexicu dishes tat perfect 
Саади а be You mexi ood бачте, Ичара ас Bure Chee nd Pepper Fay Fresh Sasi, 
‘Mongo Sala, Комей Tomo Saha. Caras, Pats wath Aimond Sawee and Garbanzo ands honte rece of Sangria The 
eir cites Pl SOO DU ncling чре from 1-00- 3 0p m. NEW CLASS, 


June 23, Wednesday- PIZZA & PASTA WORKSHOB, Cafê Ysabel Chet Chef Too Erfe will be teaching ws baie pizza and 
теч быр wh усе th can Deed on pen and on paa al Ше sume ine, Recipes meade Sausages nd Carumehzed 
lun. Pele Tomato suh Peppered Sig Sauce, Bacon and Cheeburger Sauce: True Seemed Three Mushroom Saure: 
Pec Salami and Кнын) Pepper $ансе usd Chase Радаа Saue. The cof PI DO Db тендеу all greens rom 
Таа орт 


Jule B ан = DELICIOUS & HEALTHY SNACKS, Delicious end heathy snacks wil be demonsraled by our Pastry 
TR Timah Tertera for yn 1 таңа dim. Tbe recipes re Whole Wheat Cracker Whe Salume Cracker, Black and 
‘Wnt Шешшу Crocker, Smoked Saimon Pat, Mesitoom Pate, Basil pesto and Тосно Ваз Tapenade л P1,300.00 ron 
3600 toupa NEN CLASS. 


ly Mendes - SIMPLE CHINESE MEAL FOR THE HOME L Lear exotic Navona delicious mests with ty 
dct iem ie Cene versnel colton Корат snc Minsk Sauce Spareribs. Three Colored ge Steamed Crab wuh 
tegen булат Ошка wath Fermented Bem Card Spey Dry Chicken Сыну anû Safed ish and Chihen Fred Rice for 
PS бошсдадлр ай mgro irm 100-20 


AND ENTERTAINING SPECIALS 2, Once gaia, Chef Gino wil ech you more recipes 
f poa ar Carnage ems and parues, Recipes elode tape Әйке and Anchovy Salad: esf Lasagna; Ses Менее 
Al m Sauce Nanton, Сола ay Bach Ribs; Рас, Deuplunone and Dolee Tota for P3000 тікі all 


“dele 09, Sundar -ASSORTED SUSHI CLASS, A Nese class ftom Chef Miro Opina she will be isch us 15 Kinds ol 
ҖЫ a Nt Calas Мам. Kappa Мам. Tekka Maki, Кат Maka, Танаш Maks, вар Мам. Ein Maka, Sea Cliche 

aki Kom Salad Goskan Makt. Ebi, unk Makt, Spey Tons Guan Мам, Maguro Nigri Kant Ngm Tago Чип. 
cepi Жш. Ны Мари and Fio Mk C hamas Mr (Sory Ctra) and Tempra (Pork and Vegetables Nino Soup) for 
Pi adiri 11300-3 орт NEN CLASS. 


dile Ll Tharvdes~ DELICIOUS AND SIMPLE FRENCH DISHES, Gourmet Palane Chef ені ериди, our Spain 
aerei кас ы, dois nd single French dees. The sepes are Soupe De Omon (My Fuvont French Onion Soup, 
Nass De ave De йе € meken ver Mousse, Served иһ бале Marmalade, ies de Sole 4 Normandy (Sole wi 
Pros ad Messen Thon Si Remy (Ти th Cari, Fomaoesand tbs. Medaliony de Pore ан Camembert (Pork Sees 
‘Sn Comernben Chee), Mousse au Chocolat (Chocolate Mousse m ека Cups] iom 10:00- 20 pan. for PLU. 
амаараа NEW CLASS. 


dile 2 Wednesdes - THAJ FAVORITES L Bangkok Chef Chariya Vhaikupt will teach her favorite Тіш dies like To 
{ш Ped Thu, Сакен anon, Chicken Green Curry and Faku m Pandan eaves, FI, $00.00 welding all gredent 
1-а. 


July 27, рэй - ТИДІ FAVORITES 2, The recipes from Thu Chef Chara Thug Tom Kha Toby Bagoong Rice, 
йола Bock Cary. Стеру Cah with Green Mango Sad Tas Hallo РОЮ fom: 1:00 400 pam Recipes 
pour 


OTHER CLASSES OFFERING, 


FOOD STYLING WORKSHOP. Wachs or Ше schedule ot vr 7 days od sty ng Workshop with Chefs Gio. Gene and 
[nn pic мые йош ос Г the тор heed Муй u tow. Loc mune dea on workshop dates тории [ee and ther 
тартан pesca. 7253049 720-93 дїй lor Mary Espana amd Tad мига. 


FOOD WRITING WORKSHOP - Lem the generar йел of ng а fond entique wah sense nf теурикіміну w the 
iuge sting, Yuu wll ar ths perfect Componian оГ words sd adjectives ae not enough to document dhe cut 
ulnar type ono wher your tongos d pem wl ake cur setetyshostculraleunary ones hat encourages ит very 
scil renal. Tis weekend workshop ns mekse of bai ood eric, cur demos, od precium gd, 
Iendageenüvpdugeslcoumeracadings, һап» эп wing, restau sete, cooking Bess. fud coverage and eta 
cien to equ an span fod wre the knowledge c how tu bo pil dilren newspapers and cuan 
aps: Tor иле dete ов works dae, pst fos nd oer aque please call 725-5089 720-9320 and 
Voc or Maniy spimo and t dy Zamora 


WE WOULD APPRECIATE IF YOU COULD СА, АТ LEAST TWO DAYS 
BEFORE THE CLASS FOR RESERVATION. 


DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL CULINARY ARTS PROGRAM 
Tie сулы! Cnr Ало Pregam prepare Ms lr proersana ems) mi iie food vere dry. This 
intensive гори egies Case өлі modern сайлану techs tvs the fines umttutons воа) with kitchen 
корди uo Stade eaen howto prepare soups, sauces, vegetables, entrees, bed panes and desserts, They wll 
imf to ney. бәтес ad poruon mei peut. hand beak The esr will provide tbe nso МБ, 
алмап им! Шы чыл. как afte tn tron. table service nd back he une operons 
TESDA ACCHLDITED PROGRAN Ths program s a london tama senes o deni to дит proficiency in 
ious skai nc аорти арса standards т асодипстсий тенеп, Тс идет, lala prepare радаи be 
Tenra te CACY method amd be the Global Che Our program s the oniy school wi ts owa restaurant outlet 
cow nics program of AU ers snd Fslermp or am ойде rsctcumeogam of 00 hours. Kn abe the only progra 
аһ с mes wily эма] sttwarehospality em. fastes ihe ыр сй. Гамлет 
(clades лыш tan chc ki manud andae necne Ье ше NOU 
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Big value 
meals for 
hearty eaters 


FOUR HEAVY MEALS GUAR- 
anteed to satisfy a big appetite 
like Dad’s are now headlining 
at Taco Bell's in its Big Bell Val- 
ue Menu series. 

Available at all Taco Bell branches, 
the new Big Bell Value Menu series of- 
fers four choices. The %-pound Beef 
Combo Burrito, а double portion of 
seasoned beef comes with beans, diced 
onion, cheddar cheese and tangy red 
sauce. The Grande Soft Taco consists of 
two soft flour tortillas smothered in 
warm nacho cheese sauce filled with 
double portion of seasoned beef, crispy 
lettuce and cheddar cheese. 

‘The Cheesy Bean and Rice Burrito, 
soft flour tortilla with beans and sea- 
soned rice, is served with a blend of 
three cheeses, zesty sauce and fiesta 
salsa. And the Double Decker Taco is a 
corn taco shell filled with seasoned 
ground beef, crisp lettuce, imported 
cheddar cheese and wrapped in a layer 
of beans and warm, soft tortilla. 

Big Bell Value Menu meals are ауай- 
able at Taco Bell branches at Gateway 
Mall, SM Southmall, and Е. Rodriguez 
Avenue in front of St. Luke's Medical 
Center in Quezon City. Another Taco 
Bell branch will open soon on Ayala Ау- 
enue, Makati City. 

Taco Bell has more than 6,500 
restaurants in the United States. 


Be sweet to 
dear Dad 


CELEBRATE FATHER'S DAY WITH 
Dad with Red Ribbon’s delicious 
‘Just for Dad” chocolate cake. This 
moist chocolate pound cake filled 
with luscious caramel is available 
for order at Red Ribbon stores 
starting June 12. Free delivery for 
orders placed beginning June 14. 
For Red Ribbon's Father's Day spe- 
cial, drop by the Red Ribbon 
Bakeshop nearest you. 
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